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DIVISIONS of feme kind, inaworkof 
any length, are fo convenient to the read- 
er, (ferving,. as Fielding has, IbeKtve, 
fomewftere exprefled it, for inns and reft- 
ing places on the road,) and the natural 
ones of Sterne* by appropriate titles, 
routing the attention to every change of 
the fubjedt, hate fo many advantages over 
the arbitrary and ufual drftin&ions of book 
and chapter, efpeciaily ii>a-workof fo di- 
greffive a nature as the prefent) that it was 
impoflible to hcfitate in the adoption of 
fuch a mode of arrangement* But if the 
reader ihould look for, any farther imita- 
tion of that truly lingular writer, it is but 
fair to apprife him. that he will be dik 
appointed. 

With refped to 'ftyle, in particular* the- 
author hopes he has one of his own* finer 
be is well convinced, that whoever lias not, 
A 3 will. 
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will never communicate to the world a fen- 
timent worthy of its attention : the mode 
of expreflion with every writer of genius, 
being the confequence of his mode of 
thinking— the colour imparted to the fruit 
bv the nature and jmaturity of its juices t 
while the language of the imitator is the 
mere enamel of art, that gloflcs over the 
waxen deception, to delude the fuperficial 
obferver with the appearances of fweets 
that have no exiftence. The phrafeologieis 
of Johnson and Sterne, oppofite as they 
muft univerfally be confidered, were the 
effedts of habits of reflection equally re- 
moved; and whoever fhould attempt to 
exprefs the fentiments of either, in the. 
language of the other, would be convinced 
of the abfurdity of imitation. In fhort, 
ityle is the fhadow of mind; and the 
herd of imitators are only driven to bor- 
row the former, becaufe they are deftitute 
of the latter. The author, therefore, pre* 
fumes to hope, that no refemblances\vill 
^ be found, in the courfe of the enfuing vo- 
i lumes, to the modes of compofiuon of any 
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of his literary predecefibrs, but fuch as are 
the involuntary refult of anoccafional fimi- 
larity in the bias of fentiment and reflec- 
tion. 

As for the work itfelf, it would equally 
ill become him to fay how much or how 
little he may conceive it to be worthy the 
attention of the public ; he leaves it freely 
to the decifion of more impartial judges* 
who, if they may imagine fewer beauties, 
will, in all probability, charge it with 
fewer faults than he himfelf might have 
difcovered, had it but lain upon his fhelf 
till the firft natural emotions of parental 
partiality had fubfided. But the local na* 
ture of many of its allufions hurried it re- 
cently from his brain to the tribunal of 
the public, " with all its imperfections on 
its head :" nor is he confeious that it has 
the refuge of a iingle precedent, behind 
which its irregularities may be (heltered* 
To the charge of Angularity, however, he 
will not be very reludant to fubmit, efpe- 
cialiy, if he fhould be confidered as hav- 
ing* 
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ing r in any meafurc, eflfe&ed his dcfign of 
uniting the different advantages of the no* 
vel, the fentimental journal, and the mis- 
cellaneous colledion of eflays and poetical 
cffufions. 

With refpeft to the firff of thefe, ir 
vas not originally intended to form any 
part of the defign, rill it was fuggefted by. 
a literary friend, who was kind enough to 
look forward to circumftances about which 
the author is apt to be too neglcdtful, that 
it might afford a profpedt of more extcn- 
five circulation; The fidtitious hero, SyU 
vanus Theophraftus, was accordingly in- 
troduced upon the ftage ; with the mate* 
rials for whofe character the author was 
readily fupplied from the circle of his ac- 
quaintance, and the eccentric feelings of a- 
heart with which he cannot be fuppofed to 
be altogether unacquainted. To thefe ma- 
' terials, for the fake of that intereft which 
can only be preferved by a continued ftory*. 
was added the hiftory of Belmour and So- 
phia, which will be found to extend itfelf 

through 
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through' the three volumes now prcfentcd 
to the public. 

One word upon the fubjeft of his po* 
litics, and the author withdraws himfetf 
from the fcene. Thefe, he is aware, will, 
at Uaji i appear for the prefent, to be unpou 
pular ; and many of his friends, who could 
not dive into his heart, and fee how deeply 
they are engraven, would have perfuaded 
.him to omit them entirely. With this, 
however, he felt it impoflible to comply,; 
and he left accordingly to more' prudent 
patriots the fatisfa&ion and the advantages 
of boafting their zeal in the hour of evi- 
dent fecurity, and (hrinking from the prin- 
ciples of liberty.on the firft cry of imagi- 
nary danger. Abandoned and deferted al- 
moft on every fide, he already has flood 
forward, in his fphere, to Item, with un~ 
afiifted arm, the torrent of popular deli* 
rium which has raged around, and hf 
which the tranquility of every diftrid in 
the kingdom has been fo artfully dif* 
turbed; and has dared to challenge the 

minuted 



fcninuteft fcrutiny of that conduit the 
fmalleft part of which he has never dared 
to deny. What then — with aU the ran- 
<our of & triumphant and unprincipled 
&&ion thus invoked upon his head— 
what but meannefs and fatty could *here 
he in fupprcfling thofe fentiinents which 
lie never can reflet upon but with pride: 
Bcfides, the fubjed: of our political abofes 
is fo interwoven with the fecnes of cfcftreft 
& perpetually recurring to die feding ob^ 
lefver, that it were impofllble to be Stent 
in this refpedfc, without fopp#effing alinoft 
fcvery refce&ion that ought to aWafcen rite 
-tender fympathies of the foul. That the 
4ale of hi* publication Will he itet&ded by 
feis inflexibility* is a circurtiftance he ha» 
taught himfelf to defpife,^ he has the an. 
tifices that have been made ufe of to 
thwart his profpe&s, and the meannefs. 
nMith which fubfcriptions have even been 
Vithdrawn as foon as his political prin- 
ciples have been known : — as though ge*. 
nius were of neceflity of a party, or a fe# ; 
«>r no man could be entitled to counte- 
nance 






stance *n£ frifindlhip who h*d the pre* 
4UmpUon to think for himfidf, 

Nor ha* the loyal fpirit of persecution 
*e$ed hcrew Before die imagination oC 
the public became diftempered by the late 
alarms, it would apt have been believed, 
th*t * wotfc of mere amufcraent and ima- 
gination, like*the prefent, could have been 
an objedt whofe fuppreffion could be wor- 
thy of a moment's intrigue. Yet> not only 
has the publication been delayed for months % 
but an attempt has even been made to 
defraud the author -of the copy altoge- 
ther> bccnufeihe would nqt oblige the pub* 
lifber, (who proved to be the bofom friend 
of a certain municipal inquifitor— and 
with wham . he had agreed for the copy- 
right,) either by omitting the political re 
fleftion*, or turning them to the other fide of 
#r tfttfiim* In the refufal to return the 
manufcript, however, this man of loyalty 
did not find it fafc to perfevere. But as 
for fulfilling his agreement ; with this he 
pofitively refufee} compliance : and as this 

equal 
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equal bleflingof the law (which is open alih 
to the rich and to the poor) is a dainty of too 
high a flavour for the author'* palate, he 
v?*% obliged to make the bed bargain lie 
could for what was already printed, and ra- 
ther to fet himfelf down with the certainty 
of a very considerable lofs than expofe him- 
felf to all the exorbitant expences of a pre- 
carious *edre&> 

Such is the hiftory of the difficulties 
through which the hitherto unfortunate 
Sylvanus Theophraftus, after narrowly ef- 
caping being ftrangled by the midwife in 
the birth, is brought, at length, before the 
world. Whether Jite fame or profperity 
will ever be fuch as to recompenfe the 
trouble and anxiety he has occafioned, is a 
fecret which time -can alone reveal : And 
the author refigns him to his trial with 
that tranquility natural to a man, who, 
whatever be the fate of his prefent adven- 
ture, is confcious of having better hopes 
behind. 

Southward April 29th, 1793. 
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Via* foam brevii fyuu no* vtttf iocWae Wi |Mt ■■ * o*. 

— -Dum loqulmur, frgcrit invMt 

Atau: carpc diem, 4 uam mlnimifcm credula po ftero ■— i n* 



APPROPRIATION* OF TIME. 



Jr ERHAPS nothing is mom common 
than to bewail the fhortnefi of life, untefs it 
be tomifpcndthc little time we are permitted 
to enjoy* We complain that the evening 
ia dofing on our uofiniftied labours* without 
remembering bow much of the day haa been: 
vol. u » wafted 
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wafted in indolence; and peeviflily lament 
the infufficiency of our ftrength, without 
refle&ing on the fatigues produced by dif- 
fiparioa and folly. In fhort, 4id we .never 
fufFer ourfelves to accufe the rapid wing 
of Time, till we had counted the moments 
that have paffed unoccupied and unenjoyed, 
die murmur of impious difcontent would 
be ftifled by regret, and the voice of reproach 
expire in the figh of contrition. 

Nor are indolence and diffipation the only 
fources of error : the improvement of time 
has other enemies, as formidable perhaps, 
if it were not, that they appear of a more 
corrigible nature. 

Among the foremoft of thefe may be 
reckoned the injudicious manner in which 
feafons and avocations are fuited to each 
other : an improvidence fo great, that who- 
ever fhould entirely correct himfelf in this 
particular, would find room enough, in the 
little circle of human life, for a much larger 

pro- 
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proportion of wifdom *nd of pleafure, of 
bufineft aftd of relaxation, than has ever, per- 
haps, been crowded within it fince the pe- 
riod df antediluvian longevity. At leaft, it 
will not be difputed with me, that a juft ap- 
propriation of timed and feafons would great- 
ly enhance the enjoyments oflife ; fince, un- 
der proper regulations, every avocation may 
become a pleafure, and the moft favorite 
amufement, by an ill-timed recurrence, may 
find the firings out of tune that fhould vi- 
brate to its meafures, and be, confequently, 
attended with nothing but wearifomenefs and 
difgufh 

It fhould fcem that men of letters are par- 
ticularly negligent of this proper diftribution 
of their time, and frequently not only fhorten 
their lives, but even render the years they ex- 
perience, left productive of the intelligence 
and improvement they fo avaricioufly purfiie, 
by reverfing the order of Nature, and ftifling 
the inftin&ive voice of Health, whole warn- 
ings were Jrindly intended for the preferva- 
b % tion 
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tfe» awl happuK& of mankind. NcgJeftfol 
o£ tfc invigorating and: infpiring breath of 
Morpv they but tpp frequendy refer their, 
ftlidies to tfo prptra&ed hour which the moft 
unequivocal fymptoois agurc u* was xiefigKd 
for refeefl>ing flwnber« and idjy bqalfc of 
trimming the go&urn*J lamp, erf" Wifttoroi, 
without refle&fog that Wifdom's trueft lamp 
is that which, untrimmed a#dbexhai$ible> 
bums> from day tp d$y* and from year tso 
year, at once to affift, asd to illuftrate the 
reie&rches of the. philosophic ftudent i hut the 
half of whofe fplendour is thoughdefcly per- 
mitted to fhine on the oblivious couch of im- 
perfect and infalubrious rcpofc.— Yes, infalu- 
brims I — I repeat, the epithet: for v&oever 
experienced from the dozing indolence of the: 
n#nwg ojc noon- tide couch, the fame invi- 
gorajiog eflfefts which the feafonable (I&hh 
bers of the right are calculated to produce ? 
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TO* rHVEW&MMtiM. 



Of thishnpnrf«ft , prt^rt,f^m!?uv*^ 
ntyfclf, too frequently t)cen guilty* ^nd I 
h»^accoKHngtjs though ye^ in point of 
years, in the/vwy ♦a-datt «f my yosth, but 

too many 1 6 nfti tutorial It albns t&lattflSfit the 
improvidence of <my 'conduct: fattqgas I fo 
frequerttfy do, the Valaiudfoarain huigour, 
which, on every visitation of a cloudy atmof- 
phere, or a foudi-eafterly wind» diflfafea itfelf 
at once over ttriwd aftd body, and blights the 
ipringing blooms 6£ a&ive fancy. 

And hence, my Stella ! -from thy fefefingtoeaft - 
Oft ftafe the Ibridneft of a nwrmurinf figb, 

What tiriie the cherab, downy^jrinion^d Reft, 
The couch of anx&iH Cafe u doomed t* ty $** 

B 3 Ani 
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And oft (oh ! painful to the generous heart 
To view the anguifh of the foul we love !) 

Thy looks, expreffive of the inward fmart, 
The frowns of wayward Deftiny reprove. 

While from the. languid eye aife&ion'i glow 

Efulgeni beams* fuflus'd with tearful woe. * 

Ah ! yet again Hygeia I yet return— 
For thee I'll wakefulAwe the matin fong j 

No more on high my watchful lamp mall burn. 
Startling the midnight filence, to prolong 

The 'laborate fearch j for dull as chaos prove 
(Thy fmile refused) clear truth and radiant fame j 

Dull as the night of ignorance !— and Love- 
Love's balmy touchy that joys the healthful frame, 

The painful nerve of (addeft fympatby 

Alone can move, while all his refes die i 

His genial torch no mere the cheerful rays 

That gUd die fane of focial Mirth can boaft % 
But faint a melancholy gleam difplays— • 

(Its radiance faded, and its incenfe loft f )— — 
A fallen lamp thro 4 the funereal dome 

That iheds its luftre o'er the fculptur'd name 
Of joys low mouldering in the cheerlefs tomb. 

Return then, rofeate nymph ! this drooping frame, 

Woe-worn, renew with thy ethereal flame* 
So mall the Mufe intrufive care forego, 

And Grief no more— dim Grief 1 while figbs the gale 

Of lovc-inftru&ed fears, her mifty veil, 
O'er fond Affection's brow mall envious throw, 
Her finiles to cloud, and check her radiant glow. 

The 
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The return of the vernal feafon, fo import- 
ant, and fo delightful to one in fuch a ftate 
of health, having naturally occafioned this 
train of refle&ions to recur to my mind, I 
was led, in a great meafure, perhaps, by the 
extreme finenefs q£ the weather, to extend 
them (till farther, and not only to confider 
that the night is but too frequently devoted 
to thofe duties which belong to the day, but 
that, by not properly attending to the invita- 
tions of nature, days and feafons, alio, are 
frequendy mifapplied ; and that much of our 
time is of confequence virtually loft, by not 
being employed in thoie purfuits to which it 
is bed adapted. How inconfiftent, for exam- 
ple, faid I to myfel£ now that heaven fheds 
abroad the cheerful genial radiance of the 
fpring, and vegetation, almoft vifibly (hooting 
forth to meet the joyful ardour, offers the 
moft invigorating pleafures both to the cor- 
poreal and intelle&ual eye 5— —How incon- 
fiftent would it be, neglectful of all the al- 
lurements of the feafon, to confume the day 
in the confines of the ftudy, and refer *> 
B 4 fomc 
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4bme -other feafon, too dull, .perhaps, :for en- 
joyment, 500 comfortlefs for exercife, tte 
hours of vacation which Nature occasionally 
will craves and in which, in;1pice*>f jthe per- 
/everance of ftudious application, fponer or 
later, Ihe wttl peremptory be indulged. 

Thefe refactions had mo (toner occurred, 
ihnn my refaction was taken ; m4 4ufckig 
J»jy itudy, I fallied forth >on « pedeftrian <c»- 
pedition, in qudlofiieakh and itflrcatioft. 
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N one refpetft, atfcaft, Aid X, after quk- 
ting the public road* in order to purfue a 
path, faintly tracked through the luxuriant 
herbage of the fields, and which left me at 
liberty to indulge the folttary reveries of a 
mindj tto which ihe volume of fmure is ever 

open 
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open at feme page of inftruftton* and de- 
lights — In one relpeft, at leaft, I may boaft 
of a refemblance to the fimplicity of the an- 
cient (ages : I puriue my meditations on foot; 
and can find occafion for philofophic reflec- 
tion, wherever yon fretted vault (the philo- 
fopher's beft caoopy) extends its glorious 
covering. 

■ m ■ ■flmmortal Sages I 
Ye nobleft benefactors of mankind I 
Unworthy at I am to lift my £ml 
To thought* of your beatitude, or hope, 
In this degenerate fcperAitiout age. 
To emulate yaw glories, and revive 
Thofe awful traits of imafluriling wtfdora, 
Thofc precepts, whnfe Simplicity of thought 
Evinc'd the true fubliaie 1 O ! lot me, yet, 
Indulge my raptur'd fancy for a while 
With your wghcanrerfc} and the fond idea 
Sate with the glorious vtuon, at I roam 
Forgetful of die world, its fyAsmt tain, 
And all the crude conceits of bigot Fatty, 
Whole rage embroil*; awl thiiu the human raoel 

And thou, maje&ic Athens ! thou bleft Aurft 
Of Arte and Knowledge, Liberty and Taftel 
Under vrhokfrumvigoratiag laws 
The giant-feul of hear^n^nhghtaa'd ana 
'* b 5 <Uncramp , d 
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( UncraropM by tyrant badges of diftitt&ion, 
Which virtue own*d not, nor which merit claim'd.) 
SwellM, towVing (Weird, to due proportion^ ftrength, . 
And left the pigmy fiarves if future courts 
With bafe defpair to wonder at its greatne&, 
And mourn their fail, degenerate t —Say wilt thdu, 
Glory of ancient Freedom ! fay wilt thou 
- - Permit me, on this ruftic theatre, 
? , „ While bold " Imagination bodies forth** 
The god-like a&ors, here to reprefent 
(Myfelf and heaven fpe&ators of the fcene) 
The awful drama of thy mental greatnefs. 

Thefe fields, thefe hedge-rows, and this fimple tur£ 

Shall form my Academus : through this- vale, 

(Ye hallow'd manes of the boafts of Greece !) 

Thro* this low vale will I ftippofe ye walked 

Pouring divine mftra&ion, or, reclinM 

Upon thefe verdant hillocks, mufing deep, 

The fdent energy of foul collected, 

And foar*d» on Contemplation's awful wing* * 

Into the higheft heaven. Plato here 

His myftic vrfions, daringly fublrme I 

Perhaps might have reveal*d ; the fubtile fbtri 

Of far-fan%*d Aristotle, mufing here, 

Might pierce the mazy labyrinth, and unfold 

Nature's myfterious laws : there Socrates 

Divine old man ! — Wifdom's tranfeendent boaft * 

And Patriot Virtue's moft undaunted guide !— • 

With ftrong, perfuafive plainnels might define 

The lource of morals, and the eternal laws 

Of heav*n*defcended Truth— bcft friend of man f 

Or, 
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Or, (baring to the higheft fatten of thought, 
Reveal what'er dull fenfe can comprehend 
Of worlds more bleft— -futurity-— and GOD ! 

Purfuing this train of reflettion, I could 
not but compare the ancient modes of educa- 
tion with thofe of modern times, and lament 
that the nobleft parts of philofophy fhould 
have fallen into fuch flight eftimation : that 
there fhould be no longer or porch, or grove, 
or attic-columned fchool, where emulous 
youth, thronging round the long-experienced 
fage, might imbibe the lore of wifdom and 
of virtue,, and improve each noble tatent of 
his foul* but that. the ;inftry&ien of our early 
and invaluable years fhould be careltfsly re- 
figned to pedants, fycophants, and drivel- 
lers, who, if once mankind fhould be eman- 
cipated from all diftin&ions, but .thofe which 
intelledt creates, would fink into the 5 hUmble 
ranks of labourers, and mechanics^ N'or 
could I but reflect, with painful anxiety, on 
my own untoward fete, doomed, with the 
ftrong thirft of philofophy, to ftruggle un- 
affifted along the thorny paths of faience;, im- 
* 6 peded 
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peded in my cotirfe by the heavy chain* of 
nature and affection ; and thwarted in every 
wiih of an afpiring foul. 

Let not> however, die young adventurer 
defpond. If mute are the feges of antiquity, 
the inftra&ive voice of Nature is ever eta* 
quern and loud : i£ unbieft wkh companion! 
cf congenial foul, who might improve* with 
ttftftl converfe> the moments of relaxation 
a»d pleafore, ftiH the fields and grove* afford 
their entertaining and intelligent fbcitty. 
Thefe trees, «h«& flmibs, this fouling t«r& 
toamelkd with theft fimple bbflbms, all in- 
vite ,to inteBefttml e*ercile, and render even 
the idle walk not vain. 

* Tb fe&h fcdte&ort taber trait* 
«• Each phot a tffefel kflbo gire* s 
. •* A moiafizcr on the plain 

«• Etch turf soul ttnifog bfcfibm IfceV 

Sudb» white my tnfiftnt hmf ftrove 

Agaioft Misfortune's follei» power* 
/knd Oft, in mead or fowling groife, -. 

$vth 
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Such were the notes, to loll my wot. 

When foil I wak'd the rutfc firing, 
Bleft Contemplation taught to flow, 

White o'er me \vaVd her fcraph wing* 

And trtfftme nymph or gentle fwaln 
Who haunt the ftream or (hadowy dell* 

Bxpertence has connVm'd the Grain 
Which early ward toy penfivt feel* 

•Tis not alone the lettered friend, 

The bmy World's infhruclrre throng, 
That can tke ufefei fcfbn lend, 

That lengthen* Wiidom*! vary'd^ng* 

fcto, hear the raging buW rtftr, 

Go, mark the fwiftly -ehmgirg dayd, 
Or trace fome rivulet's winding ihore, 

Some lowly vale, or mountain proud) 

*r i>hmg*d within Jbme foreft** macfe* 

Whofc mingled bought exclude the da y, ■ ■■ 

There fhalt thou meet the heav'n-Bohn maib, 
And hear, eatrancM, her facred by. 

As roving, excurfively, from thele to a 
variety of other reflections, I purfued my 
tranquil and cheerful way along the fields, 
and fmiled to behold, at irregular diftances, 
|o the right, and to the left, the; clouds of 

duft 
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duft that marked the winding courfes of the 
roads, and in, which the more-favoured fons 
of Fortune, were fuffbeating themfelyes for 
the benefit of the air, I felt a glow of health 
and vivacity, which the buftle and loaded at- 
mofphere of the metropolis never yet afford- 
ed i and I could not but refledt, tfyat from 
the peripatetic habits of the ancient £hilofo- 
phers, and the attachment to rural life dis- 
played by them all, in oppofition to th& prac- 
tice of modern ftudents, who are in fome de- 
gree compelled, by th£ inftitutions of Socie- 
ty, to bury themfelves in . large cities, we 
might readily account for the apparent para- 
dox, why the health of the latter fhould be fo 
proverbially debilitated, while the former 
have been fo pre-eminent for their longevity* 



] 
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tHE LARK. 



JTROM thefe refle&ions I was awakened 
by the chorus of feathered fbngfters, who, 
as I advanced farther and farther from cc the 
bufy haunts of men/* poured their cheerful 
harmony more freely on my ear. 

Among the reft, I was particularly charm- 
ed with the notes of a Iky- lark, who, rifing 
juft before me, began to pour forth a ftrain' 
of fo much rapture, that I could not but feel 
my heart uplifted*, to join with him in that 
devotion which I fancied him to be warbling 
to the Reftorer of the year, — " How rich> 
melodious, and fublime," exclaimed I, " is 
the grateful fong of inftin&ive devotion pour-* 
cd from thy little throat !** 

Sweet 

- 
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Sweet attic warbler I poet of the (kiesf 
To thee not vainly comes the genial Spring 
To give a fordid joy. Tny fittle bread, 
Fond as it flutters with returning glow, 
Quivers the ftrain of rapture, which impartft 
Congenial tranfport to attentive Man, 
And pays the bounteous feaibn, with its fbng, 
For the kind boon her cheering imile beftows. 

Wake, fons of earth ! who boaft fuperior fouls, 
And hail the healthful gales with equal gratitude. 
And ghre to other hearts the bKfe ye feel. 
The feafon teems inftru&ion j and each gale 
Pregnant with liberal bleflings, far-diflfasM, 
Whtfpers the ftrain of foul-expanding love ■ ■ ■ 
Of love efherial ! ftrch whole genial tear, 
RoIPd down the cheek of chcnib-thronM ComptJBcm, 
Melts the obdurate froft of ftern diftrefs, 
And gives the ftreara of hope again to flow. 

Ye*, all \\bopt, and gratitude, and /p* 
Murmurs this prattling ntf— -whole margeant turf 
Drinks from its lucid urn a livelier hue 
Murmurs it not of peace and thankful pralft t 
T«#u* not the herbage Aide with grateful dew t 
Which, beaven-afcetodin^ decks the radiant faO 
Of yonder azure (ky, that (hede its fmiles 
To cheer the wakening verdure, and adorn 
With gay enamel all its fbodful turf ! 
Ah! jcrnw not all— oil Nature's general toosst 
To fwell the chorus of yon ftrain •£ >y. ? 
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Then pouri. tJW e tt poet of the radiant mom! 
Pour thy loud hymn of rapture on the ear 

Of AlL-BXSTOWlMO PfcOYlDKHCli HOT CCaft 

Till Philomela, from the lift'ning woocU, 
With other tout relieve thy wearied throat • 
Strains iteming fad, and IbUmn as the4our| 
Though yet^rJUce devotion <wiah<thy omit 
In&Tu&ive heft «f f^feM^'t^iarto, 
And thine ittfu^^kh^rttottfr and M>r/ 



And yet, continued I, gay and infpinng 
as rJbcfe objc&s ate, they afford not the no- 
Weft leflbns the productions of inftinfttve 
nature are calculated to imprefs. c< The 
pomp of groves, and garniture of fields," 
may fiirnifh a lively pi&ure <ff the external 
ornaments of religion, and die fttD chorus of 
the fpring may aflift Devotion to foar on the 
grateful pinions of rapture, to die <tbtone of 
Him from whom all bleflings flow j but the 
awful ftudy of natural Juftory as replete with 
purer leflbns ; and iram the Jfofk, that bears 
its aged parent on its back, and the pelican, 
whofe maternal care lias produced the fable 
of her foftering her infant progeny from her 
own bleeding bofon^ we learn the frafthal 

religion 
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religion if the heart! the glorious maxims of 
relative and focial duty. 

Though, loudeft of the feather'd choir 

Akuda* pour the vocal (train, 
To heav'n, with raptur'd wing, afpire, 

And, floating through the etherxal plasn> 
Call up the radiant Eaft to raife 
The choral fong of pious praife 5 
Yet (hall the fork, whole grateful wing » 

Aloft the feeble parent bears, 
(What though no laboured drain (he fing !) 
And kindly (hares, 
And (both* his cares j 

Or fit j whole fond maternal bread 

To all the younglings of her neft 
fours, nutritive* the vital ftrcam, 

(Though ne'er (he fiuTd, with (lately pride* 

Down warbling Pindus's ("acred tide, 

To join the mufe's hallow'd lays* 

And heav'n-ward waft the fong of praife,) 
More baflt in Heav'n's approving beam. 

Then, at in the focial fphere 

Man a wider range enjoys, 
Let his hallow'd zeal appear 

In the bleflings it fupplies. 



Vaii 
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Tain the Wood-lark's hermit's ftraui, 
Mufing through the lone retreat j 

Vain the fwcet afpiring vein 
Of yon minftrel, warbling (Weet | 

Vain, alike, the hymn, the pray'r, 
Prided full-oft, or Sloth's pretence i 

Would you Heaven's beft favour thaw* 
Beyowfuit--benevolence( 

Whence, u from the genial beam, 
Darting o'er the humid ground. 

Fruitful bkffings ever teem, 
Realms, and failing worlds around! 



THE BEGGAR. 



jnLS I was thus fauntcring along, and in* 
dulging, according to my ufual prafticc, the 
extemporaneous effufions of a moral mufe, 
I faw, at a confiderablc diftancc, two idle 
fellows lying along among the graft, with- 
out any apparent occupation or fubjeft of 

amufement. 

If 
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If it wofe growing towards dark now, 
faid I to myfelf, looking around, and ob- 
fcrving that no other penfon was in fight, 
one might be a little apprehenfive of two 
fuch ill-looking felloes; and the fear ftill 
confpicuoue on my <head> the remembrancer 
of former ifl-ufage, wight ijdftify the palpi* 
tation with which I fhould pais them. But 
Light, friendly Light ! although .thou haft no 
tongue to reveal, »no arm to wttdk,yet «* 
thou of thyfelf a guardian, andjthame-faccd 
Guilt dares not, in thy prcfence, ftalk for* 
ward in hideous aiflion. 

Thee, vital toftm ! Jfi&r Virtue's guide t 

And terror of the guilty ioul, 
From HeavVs immortal throne fupply'd 

Fear's haggard empire to controul ! 

Thee, tfoe I toll ! *he«iriblem $mr 
<Qf facred Truth** -eternal cha rm i ■ 

-Whofe glance appals with iwift defpair 
Tyrannic FrauiTs oppreflive arm! 

Thee, whom the ftkn dreads te view, 

As tyrants dread fair Reafon's ray I 
Thee will I hail, with rev'rence due, 

Prote&refc of my lonely way. 

Then 
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The* cafe ftirfem! thyradiwitipdlaKmwL 

By. which the ruffian's hardy fincw fails* 
Ms iron £M in magic fetters bound, 

Whik confciwi^drttd.o'er.each ftra thought pmatt* 

I had once a ftriking proof of this* An 

impudent, follow, whole mimic lameneis, and: 

failor-like appearance, have frequently been 

of no fmall ufe to him, in the vicinity of 

the metropolis with thofe who had more 

regard than myfelf for the trade of «w, had 

accofted. me. in fuch terms of nide irnpor* 

tuBky, as were not at all calculated to opea 

niy purfe-ftrings, and I had accordingly re* 

pMtfed him with repeated denial r when* 

brandifhing his crutch, aod looking around 

the field we alone were crofting* he fwore*. 

*#b a dreadiul path, that if he had me there 

ia> the* dark, he would make me give, not 

halfpence only, but all I had. 

It may well be fuppofed I fhuddered with 
horror at fuch atrocity, when, turning round 
I read but too plainly, in his countenance 
and whole deportment, the fincerity. of his 

threat* 
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threat.— And why not now? thought I, at 
loon as I had recovered my calmnefs. With 
reipelt to the world, it is always dark when 
no one is prcfent to behold : and as for the 
Creator ! what cloud fo thick, what deadly 
(hade fo black, to (hut out ought ftom him ? 

But fuch is the inconfiftency of cc fo* 
phifticated man." — Fortunate inconfiftency I 
that either from a confufed aflbciation of the : 
ideas of light and publicity, or perhaps from 
the remains of that confeience— that « divi- 
nity that ftirs within us," and from which 
fcarcely H the longeft habits of vice can en- 
tirely free us, we dread to perpetrate thofe 
crimes in the broad eye of day, which we 
even glory in, while we imagine ourfelvts 
concealed beneath the fable covert of the 
night. 
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THE HAT-MAKER. 



JL HE affociation of ideas naturally led me 
from the above circumftance to the remem- 
brance of another, of no very different com- 
plexion, in fome of the reflections it fug* 
gelled, how diflimilar foever, according to 
all the evidences of a tranfient and acci- 
dental intercourfe, might be the charader of 
the individual who was the co-a£tor in the 
fcenc. 

I was taking one day, (in the fun^fhiny 
interval between the fhowers that happened 
to be very frequent during that feafon,) Imy 
wonted, folitafy ramble by the banks of the 
New River, acrofs fome pleafant fields, fe- 
veral miles on the other fide of London, at 

no 
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no very confidcrable time after the accident 
above alluded to, when I was accofted by a 
labouring man, in tolerably decent attire, 
but who, with a pathetic voice,, pleaded for 
charity. 

My mind happened to be wrapt in ab- 
ftrufe contemplation, and, as I have ra» 
ther an habitual antipathy— -not againft 
diftrefi«f*-Almighty Difpofer of die ever- 
veering fortunes of mankind, forbid it!— 
but againft profefllonal beggary*— It is the 
vicious profefllon of indolence and hypo* 
crify 1-n-Lpafied filently on, purfuing my 
road, and thfc chain of my meditations ; and 
he, in a contrary dire&ion, proceeded with- 
out any audible murmur, in queft of feme 
more generous traveller, whofc bofom, un- 
flceled by prejudice, tould fed the gentle 
punfture of corapaffion. 

Akl Jwe»4* pang offncndlds Woe, 
When Want impel* the falt'ring tongue 

It* roodeft filence to forego, 
Aft&fnpplicate thftpaffing throng J 
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Ah, keen the pang, if cold Neglect 

Avert the inauipicious eye, 
With feeming icorn the i'uit rej?6t, 

And check the fympathetic fi^h ! 

Somehow or other, however, my eye 
glanced, as he paffed, upon the formidable 
weapon he was trailing along the ground. 
It was the implement of ruftic labour fuited 
to the feafon, though the long continuance 
of unfavourable weather had prevented the 
opportunities of its ufe. 

Our feelings for our fellow-creatures de- 
pend much upon the opportunities we have 
of making comparifons between them* and 
I could not, on the prefent occafion, avoid 
comparing the humble (I blufti to fay the 
unanfwered) petition of this, unhappy ruftic, 
wit|i the atrocious violence, by which, under 
circumftances of fcarcely fuperior privacy, 
my life had been fo recendy endangered.— 
How eafily (the thought pafled inftanta- 
neoufly acrofs my mind) might this poor 
being, whofe rriodefty fpeaks his genuine dif- 

vol. i. C trefs, 
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trefs, (for feldom is real mifery importu- 
nate,) pervert his instrument of induftry into 
that of hoftility, and relieve the opprefllons 
of dittrefs, which the hard conditions of ib- 
ciety, too much, too unneceflarily pron'e to 
unequal diftribution, have laid upon him. 
How quickly, continued I, laying one hand 
upon my breaft, and pointing with the other 
to the earth, might the fharp prongs of that 
implement level the proud diftindtion be- 
tween this moving and this infenjate clay. 

O, let not every one who lolls on the 
couch of luxurious affluence, or beholds the 
comfortable board of competency Jpread be- 
fore him, be certain that he might not be 
tempted (were the keen tooth of hunger 
thus gnawing at his vitals) to fieze this op- 
portunity to abufe the peaceful fteel ! 

I turned inftantly round, and my hand, 
fympathizing with the feelings of my heart, 
waited not for the cold approbation of Rea- 

fon, 
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fon, but went immediately and inftin&ively 
to my pocket. 

I know not whether it was that the neg- 
lefted fuppliant perceived me to be rather 
inattentive than unfeeling, and had, there- 
fore, hopes of my repentance, or whether 
the involuntary reproach of filent anguifh 
di&ated his emotion, but certain it is, that, 
jufl: at the fame moment, as if by the fame 
inftinft, he turned round again toward me, 
and difplayed as meek, as honeft, and as 
fupplicating a countenance as was ever Ihaded 
by a few grey hairs. 

His garb was decent j and his coarfe fhirt, 
buttoned about his neck, without any hand- 
kerchief, though brown, was evidendy clean; 
and though the marks of want were con- 
fpicuous in his features, his whole appearance 
had nothing of that emaciation which cha- 
racterizes habitual wretchednefsi 

c 2 Such 
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i Such were the irnpreffions he made upon 
my mind, as, with an attitude that feemed 
to fay, " Can you behold with indifference 
the aged vi&im of unforefeen misfortunes ?" 
he approached towards me. 

He had come, with others, from a diftant 
country, in order, while employment was yet 
fcarce at home, (the harvefts of every kind, 
as is well known, being always earlieft in the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis,) to earn 
a little fomething for his family, by helping 
to get in the hay in this part of the country ; 
and he had fpent all his little flock, unavoid- 
ably, on the road: but rainy weather had 
moft unfeafonably fet in, and as. (by a ftrange 
negleft in the provifions for the induftrious 
poor,) they are paid by the day, and not by 
the feafon, we all of us very well know, that 
though funfliine and rain are equally ncccf- 
fary for the general fupport of mankind, the 
1 labourer is ohly enabled to eat when the iky 
is clear. 

Such 
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. Such were the reflections produced by 
this fimple tale ; a tale whofe veracity I had 
no reafon to doubt, as it was rather told by 
way of apology for having folicited, than as 
a plea to excite companion; I having, before 
he opened his lips, given him what fome 
prudent people, perhaps, would think more 
than my circumftances would juftify, though* 
I have fince been inclined to conceive, lefe 
than a better judge will think I ought to 
have bellowed, confidering how far Misfor- 
tune, even below my own humble condition, 
had call the unhappy ruftic. 

It is a maxim with me, that we fliould 
cither give rather liberally, or not at all. If 
the petitioner is a common profefiional beg- 
gar, even fingle halfpence are too much, 
becaufe they are given to the encouragement 
of an indolent nuifance to our public ftreets ; 
and the faft is notorious, that hypocrily and 
importunity often maintain their profeflbrs in 
dirty luxury, and the licentious indulgence of 
almoft every unruly appetite. If, on the 
c 3 other 
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other hand, the objeft of our charity is really 
ftimulated by occafional diftrefs to prefer 
his modeft plea, to give a half-penny or two 
is to do nothing ; for it is an evident, though 
a melancholy, truth, that the contributors to 
fuch petitioners will be few -, and as fuch will 
only afk till their real wants are relieved, wc 
ought, as far as lies in our power, to remove 
the painful neceflity. Nor would this fall 
hard upon us : the inftances of this defcrip- 
tion which can come under the cognizance 
of any individual, who does not abfolutely go 
in queft of them, will neceflarily be fo few, 
that we need not be fo very fparing when 
they occur. — Real Misfortune, like genuine 
Wifdom, is not frequently to be heard crying 
in the ftreets ; and if we would become in- 
timately acquainted with either, we mull feek- 
them in their modeft retirements. Of the 
abodes of the latter it is not my prefent bu- 
finefs to enquire ; but the all-feeing eye of 
Heaven can witnefs how often, in this coun- 
try, the fighs of the former may be heard in 

the 
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the murky chambers of the artizan> and the 
cottage of the induftrious peafant. 

But come, fair Freedom, heaven-born maid ! 

Shake off Corruption's fordid chain, 
And, in thy native (miles anay'd, 

The artift cheer and drooping Twain. 

Let Pride no more, in pamper'd ftate, 

Exulting in an empty name, 
On trampled crowds her throne elate, 

And Labour's hoceft earnings claim. 

No more let Britons, bought and fold 

By venal Party's felfifli art, 
The mockery of thy form behold, 

And feel OppreJfoCs real fmart. 

But (hew thy energetic foul, 

And in thy awful frowns appear : 
Thole frowns that tyrant Pride controul, 

And thrill Corruption's nerve with fear. 

Let falfe Diftinftion's pageant flee : 

Be worth and parts alone reverM : 
Let ev'ry Briton feel he's free, 

And ev'ry freeman's voice be heard. 

Then Labour's folitary ewe 

Luxurious courts (hall fieze no more. 
Then Plenty mall her fmiles renew, 

And Mifery fly the Britifh more 1 

C+ THE 
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THE BIRD CATCHERS. 



A HUS (as I fauntered along by the fide 
of a tranfparent, but crefley- mantled brook, 
whiph flowed murmuring between fome wa- 
ving ofiers) did I continue mufing upon 
fcene after fcene of life's eventful drama, as 
the concatenation of ideas reftored them to 
my remembrance, till, as is ufual enough, 
the original fubjeft, which gave rife to my 
refle&ions, was entirely vanifhed from my 
mind; and I was awakened from my re- 
verie, by the voice of the two fellows for- 
merly mentioned, and who, in a low and 
cautious tone, requefted me to take care of 
the toils. 

The 
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The images of the paft were immediately 
chafed from my mind, and the exterior fenfe 
being opened, I beheld clofe before me, and 
near to the fpot where I had before obfejved 
my enchanting little lky-lark to pitch, the 
nets and apparatus of two bird-catchers ; 
while my ear at the fame time recognifed the 
burft of harmony, which a heap of little 
captives, placed in cages around, or fixed to 
duftile fprings at apparent liberty, were pour-* 
ing forth to allure their unfufpe&iog fellows 
into fimilar bondage. , 

The two barbarians, it feems, had, for 
fome time, been watching the poor little 
flcy-lark, who, allured by the feeds that were 
fcattered about, was advancing cautioufly, 
farther and farther, between the nets $ and 
now, fearing I might frighten it away as I 
paffed, they were drawing up the ihare at a 
hazard, fomewhat fooner than they wiftied. 

Alas! it was indeed too foon: but not 

according to their calculation, — I faw, the 

c 5 little 
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little warbler, whofe fong had fo delighted 
me, and whofe rapture had awakened fa 
many pleafing refle&ions — fo many charm- 
ing fenfations in my bofom, ftruggling be- 
neath the treacherous net; I faw him feizcd 
by the rude hands of the unfeeling clowns, 
and configned, among a throng of little help- 
lefs warblers, like himfelf, to all the woes of 
cruel flavery; to tafte the joys of liberty no' 
more ; to mourn, perhaps, his little widowed 
mate ; to mourn, perhaps, his callow, chirp- 
ing young, who, robbed of the fupport de- 
rived from his provident affiftance, may pro- 
bably expire with lingering famine in the 
deferted neft. 

Powers of fympathy ! — to what cruelty or 
injuftice will not fome men fubmit to obtain 
the bread of idlenefs ! What cruelty or in- 
juftice will not Pride and Luxury thought- 
leftly encourage, if their fcnfes may but be 
gratified with the fruits of inhumanity ! Go, 

Daughters 
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Daughters of Albion's gay enlightened hour t 
Hail the fweet ftrains your captive warblers pour 3 
Their graceful forma and downy plumage prize, 
And the gay luftre of their varied dyes $ 
Nor ever think, while tremulous they fing, 
Or flutt'ring fpread the glofly-tin&ur'd wing, 
that fluttering wing, that tremulated ftrain 
Of lingering griefs, and cruel bonds complain : 
Nor ever think— that, for a fordid joy, 
. Their hopes, their rights, affections ye deftroy } 
Doom them the air's unbounded {pace to change, 
For the dull cage's loath'd, contracted range 5 
There, every focial throb condemned to mourn 
Which each fad furaraer bids in vain return. 

Daughters of Albion's gay enlighten'd day t 
To man alike your fympathy difplay I 
Heedlefs of groans, of anguifti, and of chains, 
Of (tripes inflicted, and tormenting pains, 
At morn, at eve, your fweeten'd beverage fup, 
Nor fee the blood of thoufands in the cup. 

What though each fweet effluvium, ere it rife, 
Have clogg'd the weftern gale with Affic's fighs, 
Each fweeten'd drop yon porc'lain cell contains, 
Was drawn, O, horror ! from fome brother's veins 5 
Or, wrought by chemic art, on terms too dear, 
Is but tranfmuted from fome negro's tear, 
Which dropt, 'midft galling bonds, on foreign (brand, 
His bride ftill anfwers from his native land !«— 
Still turn indiff'rent from thefe foreign woes, 
Nor differ griefs fo diftant to oppofe 

C 6 The 
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The ficfcly tafte, whofe languid pulfe to cheer 
Two rifled worlds muft drop the bitter tear !— • 
For what is Afric, what the Eaftern Iftd 
To Europe's race, by polifh'cLarts refin'd > 
Or why (hould pamper'd Luxury enquire 
Who by the {Word, or by the kdh expire ? 

Daughters of Albion, ftill this path purfue ! 

Be fenfe and appetite your only aim : 
From proftrate Pity turn the giddy view> 

And gracious Mercy's pleading voice difclaim. 

Meanwhile with feeble ftep and mincing tone, 

Pretend to faftnefs, delicacy, love! 
High place yourfelves on Admiration's throne, 

While fancied graces round obfequious move : 

Whence (while for wretches, for your taftes aggriev'd, 

Ye flight each effort to obtain redrefs) 
Lifp forth, to thofe by whom 'twill be believ'd, 

Your tender feeling's exquifite exccfs ! 

It gave me, however, fome confolation to 
refleft, while I was thus venting my ipleen, 
that the fatire did not apply to the whole 
. fex ; arid that there are many, who, in their 
individual conduft, will not await the tardy 
operations of legiflative humanity, but with 
the facrifice of a few habitual indulgences, 

have 
4 
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have waftied their hands already of the abo- 
mination. 

Thefe reflexions, and the natural tran- 
fition to the affairs of a neighbouring nation 
involved in foreign wars, by the intrigues of 
arbitrary courts, and expofed to the horrors 
of civil commotion, in fupport of its new 
conftitution, brought me in fight of a rich- 
ly-variegated prolpeft, the defcriptiori of 
which may give fome of my readers an 
idea of the particular fcene of thefe pe- 
rambulations. 



INDICATIONS OF COMMERCE. 



IN fhort, if the varieties of fhady hedge- 
rows and light-tinted fields, enamelled turfs, 
and fky-refle&ing brooks, plains, diftant liills, 
and vallies, had delighted me before, my 
mind had now an additional fource of em- 
ployment 
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ploymcnt in the foreft'of mails, and feils, 
fome clofely furled, and fome moving with 
fwelling majefty before the wind, that pre- 
fented'themfelves above the tops of houfes 
and of trees, and awakened in my bofom all 
thofe pleafing, and all thofe troublefome re- 
flexions, which a member of a commercial 
ftate, and a reflecting friend to the general 
happinefs of his fpecies cannot but indulge on 
fuch an occafion. 

Commerce ! thou doubtful, and thou partial good f 
'Tis true by thee we fwell to Wealth and Power - T 
And Britain's name, and Britain's arts by thee 
Are wafted to each region of the Globe, 
Bringing, in rich return, their varied tributes 
Of wealth and elegance, and the rare boon 
To which, o'er all, we owe the power to foar 
Above the brute* toward the god-like frame 
Of heaven -pervading natures — glorious fcience I 
Man's nobleft privilege ! But then by thee— 
(With grief the mufe records it) oft by thee 
War, favage War ! too, lifts his bra2en voice, 
To bellow hideous difcord through the World j 
To deluge guiltlcfs realms with native blood, 
At mad Ambition's and at Avarice* call ; 
'Gainft human <woe to fteel the human breafi, 
* Inflame the rancour cf compatriot ftrife, 

And 
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And prefs Oppreflion's foot with fiercer wrath 
On the bow'd neck of Mifery's fallen race. 

'Tis thine, too, Commerce, thro' thy native land 
To pour, wide- wafting, like a deluge, round 
The 'poifen'd ftream of Luxury, rank-poluted ! 
The monfter breeding Nile of hideous vice, 
From whole oft ftagnant pools inceflant fpring 
A loath'd mifhapen fwarm, which Nature's eye 
Turns haggard to behold. 

Thou, Commerce, too, monopolizing fiend ! 
Fatten' ft a few upon the toils of all j 
And while thy favour'd fons, in Parian domes, 
Rival the pomp of regal fplendour, lo ! 
In every town whofe chartered infolence 
Barters to Britain's fins the Freeman's name, 
If there thy throne is nVd, what hundreds throng 
Each fad retreat of Wretchednefs, or fill 
The public ftreets with wants' afflictive plaint j 
Mourning thy fickle and capricious fway, 
Whofe endlefs changes, tho* the rich not feel, 
(For Protean gold will ever find employ) 
Oft robs the pale mechanic of his bread, 
And dooms the penfioner of diurnal toil, 
For half the year, perhaps, to idle want j 
Perhaps in age to learn a new employ. 



THE 



*Q PERIPATETIC, 



THE D C K-* A R D. 



x H E unpleafant parts of thefe reflections 
were, however, for a while, banifhed from my 
mind, upon entering a large dock-yard, to 
which I had now, by a quickened pace, arri- 
ved. The buftle of induftry, and the grand 
obje&s immediately prefented to my view, 
engroffed entirely my imagination ; and as I 
-had never before taken the opportunity of 
indulging my curiofity, by infpe&ing works 
of this nature, refleftion was entirely abforb- 
ed in the contemplation of a new variety of 
fublime and ftupendous edifices, which, like 
floating towns, were to tranfport their vari- 
ous productions and inhabitants from clime 
to clime. Some, perhaps, deftined to touch 
at new and undifcovered Ihores, and bring 

home 
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home accounts of manners and cuftoms yet 
ftrange to European ears; others, perhaps, 
together with the articles of trafic, to convey 
the lights of fcience into defpotic empires ; 
and others, ftiH, to bring from tranjatlantk 
regions new leflbns of FRUGAL LIBERTY 
and DISINTERESTED PATRIOTISM ! 

Om h tb* Amkucan Republic, 

Yet, child of Britain t foul of flame t 

Whole energetic valour sole 
Triumphant o'er Oppreffion's woes 
To unknown heights of Freedom's aweful fame f 

Yes, thou, who firft die brazen yoke 
Of loath'd diftin&ions, falfe i and vain ! 
And Privilege's tyrant chain, 
By Wifilom's voice in^pir'd, indignant broke I 

Thou, thou to Britain's parent clime 
(That made thee, by oppreflion, free) 

Shalt waft the gallant thought fublime 
That pants for genuine liberty ! 

Tho' reverend Error's (low difeafe 
. Her age's doating vitals freeze, 
Yet thou (halt fend the healing balm 
Which (like Medea's boafted charm) 
The enfeebling ill (hall foon difmifs, 
And renovate Britannia's blifs, 

Now 
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Now roaving over the fpacious apart- 
ments of nearly finifhed veflHs, my fancy 
was forcibly ftruck with their contrivance 
and convenience ; now looking, from below, 
or from above, I admired the wonderful 
magnitude of the objc&sj and now again . 
furveying the firft rudiments, or fkeletons, 
upon which the artifts were at work, I was 
loft in aftonifhment at the ingenuity of man, 
and the wonders his united labours can per- 
form i confefling, that whatever applaufe the 
builder of temples and palaces might claim 
fer his ingenuity, was due in a ten-fold de- 
gree, to the naval architeft. From thence I 
turned to the contemplation of fome full- 
rigged veffels (if fo thofe may be called of 
which the fails were taken down) floating in 
the docks i and as the mind (fond of variety) 
ever turns with delight from the fublime to 
the beautiful, I particularly admired fome 
elegant little yatchs, adorned with every x 
thing the • arts could furnifh for their cm- 
bellifhment. 

The 
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The dead white with which the cabin of 
one of thefc was painted, the gold beading 
that edged the pannels, the rods of fimilar 
appearance, which went from fide to fide, for 
the convenience of flinging fuch furniture as 
the agitation of the fea might elfe overturn, 
together with the white and gold fringe on 
the dimity curtains at the windows, convinced 
me that a delicate tafte, and an attachment 
to. the boifterous element, are not fo incon- 
fiftent as fome are enclined to believe. 

This obfervation, indeed, might be con- 
fiderably extended : for though it be certain 
that every particular prqfeflion has its parti-* 
cular influence upon the mind, yet is there 
none (if we accept thofe of the Slave-Mer* 
chanty and the Hangman) that abfolutely 
excludes a liberal tafte, and an open, feeling 
heart. 



THE 
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tHB OLD SA1L0K. 



1 N the cabin of one of the larger veffels* 
up the fide of which I next climbed, I was 
now not difpfeafed to meet with an enter-* 
tainment of another kind. In fhort, I here 
found an old difbanded Scotch Jailor, eating 
his>mcal of bread and cold milk, which, as he 
told me, (and, indeed, his countenance well 
agreed with his profefiions) afforded him, 
perhaps, as much fatisfa&ionas all the expen- 
five things of which your great folks make 
their dinners. 

This was a happy preface; ' to one of my 
temper, and as it is a maxim with me, that 
there is no human being with whom it is not 

worth 
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worth while to fpcnd a quarter of an hour, I 
readily encouraged the overtures he made 
of conver&tion, and fat myfelf down by his 
fide. 

Now it may be obferved, that there is a 
certain description of perfons, who no fooner, 
through the convenient medium of a ftage 
coach, or any fortunate accident, come in 
contadfc with a. new fet of features, than they 
are immediately fmitten with a laudable 
curiofity to know as many circumftances rela- 
tive to the profeflion, private concerns, birth, 
parentage, and adventures of the owher of 
fuch features, as the faid owner, for the lake 
of peace and quietnefs, and the avoidance of 
troublefome importunity, may be prevailed 
upon to impart, and who, therefore, though 
they cannot, in common decency, enquire in 
dkeft terms, according 10 the courteous 
praftice of the knights and heroines of ro- 
mance, your name, profeflion, place of abode, 
amours, and Angular exploits, never fail to 
feize the earlieft opportunity of propofing 

fome 
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fome random fuggeftion, in hopes that from 
the corre&ion of their error, you may be led 
to the train of information " fo devoudy to 
be wifhed." 

Of this complexion, you muft know, was 
my prefent companion; and as he was a 
fhrewd fort of fellow, and had withal the be- 
nefit of years and experience, he chofe fo 
broad and general a propofition to com- 
mence with, as, peradventure, he imagined 
could expofe him to no danger of miftake ; 
and telling me he fuppofed I was a tradef- 
man, refted, I dare fay, in the full and plea- 
furable affurance that my reply would inform 
him whether I had the happinefs to meafure 
his lordfhip for his birth- day honours, or to 
try on my lady's flipper for the ball. — But 
his felf-complacency was of fhort continu- 
ance; and notwithftanding the broad fweep 
in which his fagacity had indulged itfelf, he 
, had the mortification to obfcrve that he had 
miffed the mark. 

* Indeed, 



r 
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cc Indeed, my friend !" faid I, " you are 
miftaken." 

I know not whether the little paltry vanity 
of arbitrary and ideal diftin&ions had given 
any involuntary emphafis of triumph to my 
manner of making this brief reply ; or whe- 
ther it was the flavifli. impreffion of thefe 
fuppofed diftin&ions that operated fpontanc- 
oufly on his mind ; but certain it is, that the 
old failor began to teftify his confufion by 
awkward apologies for his miftake. 

I do not like to fee, one human being fo 
much humiliated before another, for circum- 
ftances that claim no humiliation ; and I had 
the greater reaibn to repent of my reply, as I 
feared the falfe eftimate of my importance 
might prevent that freedom of converfation 
from which alone the human heart can be 
revealed ; and thofe (hades and diftindtions of 
character that conftitute the vaft and enter- 
taining variety of human nature can be deve- 
loped. I aflured him therefore, that there 

was 
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was no offence in the miftakej and that I 
fhould have confidered it as no difgrace to 
be what he fuppofed, for that an hoheft 
tradefman was a very refpe&able charafters 
and that I knew of no chara&er that could be 
refpedtable without honefly - y whatever privi- 
leged hypocrites and tided plunderers might 
fuppofe. And I concluded with obferving, 
that, though I was no tradefman, I had, ne- 
verthelefs, the honour of earning my liveli- 
hood by my own induftry. 

The manner in which I delivered this, had 
fo far the defirable effedt of reftoring the 
confidence of my companion, that though 
he did not venture to probe for any farther 
information relative to myfelf, he fell into a 
kind of converfation much more to my pur- 
pofe, as it gave me fome infight into his 
chara&er and fentiments, and confirmed the 
impreffions his phyfiognomy had previoufly 
ipiade. 

The 
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The good Scotchman had rather an intel- 
ligent mind, with regard to thofe things 
which had come within the fphere of his 
obfervation, and feemed to have been curi- 
ous to enquire, and to animadvert, as far as * 
his opportunities and mental cultivation would 
permit : and, with "regard to the latter, it 
muft be obferved, to the credit of the lower 
order of his countrymen, that they have ge- 
nerally a confiderable advantage over thofe, 
in fimilar circumftances, on our fide of the 
Tweed. 

He had feen fome fcrvice it appeared: 
yet he boafted not of his exploits : but the 
modeft indifference with which he {poke of 
battles, cannon balls, and wounds, gave me a 
higher opinion of his valour than could have 
been inlpired by all the fwaggering oaths 
that were ever thundered forth from beneath 
the moft formidable cocked hat in the uni- 
verfe. But what charmed me moft in this 
honeft Scot, were the evident benevolence 
of his mind, and the fimple piety and mo- 

vol.1. D rality 
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rality that gave a ferious tint to the whole of 
his converfation ; from the firft to the laft 
of which, nothing like an oath or an inde- 
cency efcaped his lips, — The latter of thefe 
pleafing circumftances, it muft alfo be ad- 
mitted (for it is time to fubftitute truth in 
place of the illiberality of national prejudice 
and animofity) is fomewhat more frequently 
to be obferved among the lower orders of 
our northern, than outfoutbern brethren •, and 
which I am much inclined to believe is more 
to be attributed to the fuperior information 
before alluded to, than to any difference in 
the religious opinions inculcated in the dif- 
ferent branches of the empire. For in this 
refpeft, at leaft, all the religions of the earth 
agree,— That their precepts were intended to 
correft the heart, and that it is only their 
abufes that corrupt it. 

With refpedl to benevolence, indeed, I 
was forry to find that in fo frank and honed 
a heart as I am fure this poor fellow poffeffes, 
the influences of habit and profeflional preju- 
dice 
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dice had produced fo confiderable a blot on 
his philanthropy, as to occafion him to rank 
among the proper obje&s of complaint, the 
long continuance of peace, with which this 
country had been affli&ed : and it was 
not without furprife that I heard a man, 
who had uttered many things that bore the 
ftrongeft marks of fhrewdnefs and good fenfe, 
talk of this tedious peace as a caufe of the 
decline of trade, and an impediment to the 
plentiful enjoyment of the comforts and ac- 
commodations of life. But we are all Quix- 
otes in one point of view or another; and 
however rational we may be upon the whole^ 
there is fure to be fome fubjed with refbect 
to which we are iniane. 

Indeed, I prefendy found how little rea- 
fon I had to be furprifed at the opinion of 
the miftaken tar upon this fubjed : his whole 
life, from fourteen or fixteen, 'till now that 
he was between fixty and feventy, having 
been fpent between the dock-yard and the 
man of war. And there can. be no doubt 
D 2 but 
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but that money never circulates' fo freely, as 
ifi times of war and tumult, among failors, 
fhip- carpenters, and the publicans who live 
in the neighbourhood of fea-port towns ; the 
two latter of which were the only defcripti- 
. ons of tradefmen of whom he had any accu- 
rate idea. ' 

Adieu, good, honeft, though miilaken 
tar ! harlh indeed were the cenfor that fhould 
condemn thy unlettered prejudices, when 
thofe who boaft fo much of their refinement, 
are frequendy the (laves of as palpable delu- 
fions i and the followers even of liberal pro- 
fefiions can be blinded againft the pure light 
of philofophic liberty, and the genuine prin- 
ciples of fubftantial juftice, by a flavifh at- 
tachment to hereditary maxims, and the bi- 
gotry of eftablUhed precedents ! 



little did I conceive, at die time when this 
was written, that we had thofe at the helm 
who would be actuated by flmikr calculations. 

But 
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But the opinion of my nautical philofopher 
has prevailed :— How much to the happinefs 
of England, the numerous bankruptcies which 
the fudden burfting of the falfe bubble of 
dock-jobbing artifice has already produ- 
ced, may, in fome degree, affift us to prog- 
nofticate-, and the tears of widows and of pr- * 
phans, and the incrcafing load of national 
debt, the decay of commerce and manufac- 
tures, and accumulation of oppreflive taxes, 
muft too foon enable us to determine. 



riCTURBSHJJB SCENBRr— HISTORICAL 
ALLUSIONS. 



HAVING fpent (but not wafted, I truft) 
more rime in this converfation than I ori- 
ginally intended, I next took my folitary fta- 
tion on the huge flood-gates that detained 
the water (for the tide was then low) in the 
d 3 principal 
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principal lock ; and while the daihing of the 
wave, rufhing from a cafual aperture near 
the fummit, foothed my penlive ear, I in- 
dulged the vifual fenfe with the rich profpe&s 
afforded by the luxuriant fhores, and bufy 
furface of the winding Thames. 

Not among the leaft delightful obje&s of 
this fcene muft be noticed the excellent and 
magnificent ftrufture which furveys its ma- 
jeftic image, agitated on the fwelling and 
tranlparent bofom of the palling ftream :— • 
an edifice, in which I could not but reflect, 
if the abufe of patronage, and the more-fa- 
voured claims of pimping lacquies, might 
leave a vacancy for thofe who are entitled 
to its prote&ion, the old failor I had been 
converting with ought furely to have been 
provided with a comfortable lodging. 

But the hiftory.of this building (which, 
it will be readily concluded, can be no other 
than Greenwich Hofpital) may be worthy of 
fome flight attention. 

It 
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It is partly fituated on the ground where 
formerly ftood a royal palace, built by Hum- 
phrey, Duke of Gloucefter, and known .by 
the name of Placenta; of the front of which, 
next the water, a print was publiflied by the 
Antiquarian Society, about thirty years ago, 
copied from an ancient drawing. In this old 
palace were born the two tyrant daughters 
of that inhuman voluptuary, Henry VIIL— 
Mary, whofe ferocious zeal has purchafed fo 
much merited execration from mankind, and 
Elizabeth, whofe treachery, forgeries, and 
malignant vices muft tarnilh, in the eye of 
reafon* all the fplendid fucceffes of her reign, 
and turn her reiterated panegyrics into the 
moll* biting fatires. Here, too, Edward VI. 
the patron of charity, and the darling of the 
protdtants, .expired. 

The prefent ftru&ure, which was alfo in- 
tended for a palace, was begun by the vo- 
luptuous Charles II. as a monument of the 
national folly that recalled him: and at. the 
expence of 36,0001. he fimftied a fingle wing. 
d 4 William 
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William III. (whom the Whigs brought 
from Holland to fays the nation /J— amidft all 
the wars and expenccs in which the country 
was involved to maintain his acceffion, and 
which laid the foundation for theprefent enor- 
mous national debt, found money to ere<5t 
another wing j and Queen Anne, the darling of 
the Tories, continued the building. George L 
and George II. who kindly came from Ha*- 
nover to complete our falvation and this ftately 
building, brought this fart of their, work, at 
lead:, to a conclufion $ and the nation might 
have enjoyed the felicity of maintaining its 
monarch in one of the moft fplendid palaces 
in Europe. But a fit of good fenfe unaccount- 
ably predominated ; and after fo many thou- 
fends of the public money had been lavifhed 
upon its ereftion, the edifice was devoted to 
the humbler purpofe of affording an afylum 
for fiich as had hazarded their lives, and fa- 
crificed their youth and limbs in the mari- 
time wars of their country. 

Part of the weft and fouth fronts were 
originally of brick, with ruftic ornaments of 

(tone- 
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ftone-work ; and I have feen a print of it in 
that ftate. But they have, within thefc few 
years, been cafed entirely with done. 

In the contemplation of thefe hiftorical 
circumftances, and the beauties of the varied 
fcene before me, together with the recollec- 
tion of the poetical allufions with which thele 
profpe&s and this famous dream have fupplied 
fome of our moil admired poets, I continued 
for a confiderable time, in this fkuation, till 
the fun verging toward the weftern horizon, 
warned me to refrcfh myfelf with a frugal 
repaft, and return to the focial delights of 
my own home. 



DOMESTIC PROSPMCTS. 



JJe AR focial dome, from whom awhile, 

With truant fteps, I rove, 
That io at eve thy cheerful fmile 

May more endearing prove I 

Dj Whit 
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That fo, as my eccentric feet 

Through wilds and woodlands Gray, 

Or quit awhile the lone retreat, 
Life's follies to furvey, 

'What fcenes in human life prevail 

And Nature's varying hues, 
May lengthen out the cheerful tale, 
Thy circle to amufe. 

To thee, thus pleasM, and gay at heart, 

My anxious ftep returns, 
The day's adventures to impart, 

While blithe the faggot burns. 

Yes, faid I, riling, and lifting to my lip 
the laft mantling draught of my cheerful 
cup — yes, even now will I return to the 
cheerful homely roof; and the fplendid ap- 
pearances of this evening iky — continued I, 
looking weftward — from which the glorious 
regent of the day will be juft upon the brink 
of difappearing as I lofc fight of the rural 
fcene, (hall crown the rational pleafures of 
my excurlion s and the fimple adventures I 
have met with, and the temperate fatigue I 
have endured, will have an equal tendency 
to enliven the converfation of the evening* 
and give fweetnefs> at * night, to my repofe. 

THE 
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THE WANDERER— A MELANCHOLY INTERVIEW. 



JOUT the adventures of the day were not 
as yet concluded ; and my vernal excurfion 
was protracted far beyond its intended hour. 

As I was " brufhing with hafty fteps the 
evening dews," I obferved., fauntering to- 
wards me, with folded arms and lowly- 
drooping head, juft as I approached the 
outflrirts of the metropolis, a genteelly- dref- 
fed man, of middle ftature, with the tout 
enfemble of whofe appearance, I could not 
but perfuade myfelf I had once been fa- 
miliar, though when or where memory could 
recollect no trace by which fhe could im- 
mediately afcertain. Nor was this very fur- 
prifing, confidering (though time had as yet 
D 6 com- 
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committed no ravages on his general form— 
for my unhappy friend was (till in the very 
flower of his youth) how much the inward 
canker of the mind had altered that lively and 
fafcinating deportment which was wont, like 
the vernal fun-beam, to diffufe its vivifying 
luftre through every fcene it ftione upon. 

O Grief! how oft thy wizard-touch, malign, 
On the fair form of youthful manhood laid, 

Bids every graceful energy decline, 

And all the blooms of vernal promife fade F 

Thy blafVing power not LucioYfelf could mun i 
Lucid, now mouldering in the filent tomb, 

The race of mental glory born to run<' 

Could early worth foretel tire ripening doom. 

His cultur'd mind, his elegance of form, 

Sunk— ling* ring funk beneath thy gloomy fway, 

Nor left a heart fo gen'rous, or (b warm, 

To mourn his forrows, and his worth dtfplay* * 

Nor mall the rofes on the cheek I love 

(If e'er thy breath, O ftygian pow'r ? they feel) 

Or eyes, whofe beams the kindling bofom move, 
The winning graces of the foul reveal ! 

And 
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And fee where Belmour, " bending o'er hit tread/* 
Steals in fad negligence from human view, 

Prone o'er the turf declines his waving head, 
As o'er the grave fome dark funereal yew. 

The folded arms, the heaving breaft declare, 

And mutter'd plaints that mock the hollow wind, 

The once-gay fav'rite of the fmiling fair 

To wild'ring woe and maniac pangs re£gn'd. 

F'wQ is the luftre of that piercing eye 

Which beanVd invention, dignity, and tafte ! 

Loft ev'ry pow'r that wakM the focial joy ! 
Each feature faded I and each charm effaced 1 

How muft the foul that, 'midft the kindred throng, 
Oft hail'd the fprightly graees of his mien, 

Weep t* behold him penfive glide along 

The wand'ring ghoft of what he once has been \ 

Such are the refle&ions with which the 
recolledtion of his unexpe&ed appearance, 
at this time impreffes my mind : and which 
indeed agitated it, alfo, at that feafon, as foon 
as I could fufficiently recoiled his perfon. 
But this was not till I had advanced clofe up 
to him i which, indeed, I did not very eafily 
effeft 5 fince, without at all obferving who I 
was, or even lifting his deje&ed eyes from 

the 
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the earth, he turned with fallen infenfibility 
away, and endeavoured to avoid a rencounter. 

The fudden meeting with a friend from 
whom one has long been fep^rated, is always 
to be conlidered as among the mod pleafing, 
or the moft painful incidents of one's life. 
To fee^ beaming with cordial fmiles, the 
countenance from which chance or avocation 
has rendered one eftranged,, advancingAinex- 
pe&edly towards one — to fpring forward, 
with one confent, and grafp the long-fevered 
hand of amity, is a tranfport which minds of 
fenfibility alone can truly relifh. — Nor fhall I 
ever forget the fenfations with which, after an 
abfence of four years, I met, in happier 
hours, my now-departed Lucio, and renew- 
ed with him that facred bond of friendlhip 
which death, alone, was ftrong enough to 
violate; and to which I owe many of the 
moft refined and exalted pleafures, and much 
of that unavoidable regret which at different 
periods have calmed or agitated this beating 
heart. — But thus to meet, deprived almoft of 

reafon> 
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reafon, the moving monument of former 
friendlhip-^-to have the genuine falutation of 
lurprife and pleafure returned by the fixed, 
vacant flare of melancholy indifference*— to * 
^meet the wafted, altered form of one whofc 
.foul feems buried in the gloomy grave !— 
My heart was rent : and words are wanting 
to exprefs my anguilh. 

At firft, indeed, I could not but feel my- 
fclf mortified at a reception fo unexpe&ed. 
But the caufe was evident. It was not to 
me> but to all the world, that Belmour was 
become indifferent. The tender affeftions 

of the heart were dead within him all, at 

leaft, but one ! which I foon found (though 
involved with hopelefs clouds of anguilh and 
remorfe) ftill continued to glow within his 
heart with unextinguifhable ardour. 

" I thought, my dear friend/' faid I— 
feizing his hand, with all the cordiality which 
he was once in the habit of returning—" I 

thought 
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thought you were on the other fide of the 
Akntic." 

He made me an evafive anfwer* by which 
I difcovered that he had deceived his friends 
with the idea, but that, in fa&, he had never 
been out of England, At the fame time, 
coldly withdrawing his hand, he waved his 
head, and purfued his melancholy way. 

I did not wiih to probe his forrows ; for, 
wrapped in myftery as they partly were, I 
was acquainted with enough of them to per- 
fuade me that they were of too tender and 
hopelefs a nature to endure the operation. 
I could not however refift the temptation of 
turning back to accompany him. Society* 
I thought, might have a tendency to divert 
his attention; and confidering the time of 
the evening, I imagined his perfon might not 
be entirely fafe. As the moon, therefore, 
was juft lifting her broad effulgence above 
the horizon, and there was every profpeft 
of a night whofe ferenity might correfpond 

with 
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with the fplendour of the day, I yielded to 
the united force of my feelings, and of a 
certain pervading principle of my chara&er, 
to which fome have given the gentle name 
of eccentricity, and others the harfher ones 
of infanity and folly, and turned immediately 
back to be the companion of his rambles* . 

" Where do you live, my friend, ,r faid I, 
" that you are here at fuch a feafon ? And 
whither can you be going ?" 

He (hook his head, and made me no re- 
ply. At die fame time putting his hand 
backward, as he turned away, and waving it 
flowly as a fignal for me to retire, he mut- 
tered fomething in an inarticulate voice, and 
began to mend his pace. There was fome- 
thing, however, within me that refufed obe- 
dience ; and I yielded, without refiftance* to 
the internal impulfe. 



TRAITS 
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TRAITS OF SINGULARITY. 



JL HE prudent children of domeftic uni- 
formity, who are folicitous that the important 
fun&ions of their exiftence, as eating, drink- 
ing, winding up their watches, fleeping, and 
the like, fhould proceed in orderly iucceflion, 
at exaft and ftated periods, may, in all pro- 
bability, feel themfelves but little inclined to 
compliment my understanding on this oc- 
cafion; and may think that, at this early 
feafon, at leaft, Cf while yet the trembling 
year is unconfirmed, and Winter oft at eve 
refumes the breeze," a comfortable fupper, 
by the domeftic fire-fide, and the luxury of 
a -warm bed and blankets, might have been 
preferred to all the infight into the move- 
ments of a broken heart, and all the fombre 

beauties 
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beauties of a moon-light profpeft which fuch 
an adventure was likely to afford. And fo, 

" Ye (laves to bufinefs ! bodies without foul ! 
" Important blanks in Nature's mighty whole,'* 

who " folemnize nonfenfe in the day's broad 
glare," fo— fo they might by you. But ye 
are neither poets, nor peripatetic philofo- 
fliers! Poor Sylvanus Theophraftus was 
ftamped in another mould ; and his feelings, 
his fentiments, and his pleafures fly, alike, 
eccentric, from your vortex. Be it to my 
fame— or to my difhonour, my forrow or 
my felicity, I feem to have been fpell-bound 
from my nativity, by fome benignant, or 
malignant ftar (for the difcovery is yet in 
the womb of Futurity -,) and to have been 
impelled, as Shakefpeare exprefles it, « by a 
divine thrufting on," to fcek for pleafures 
where the fpe&acles of worldly Prudence 
could never difcover them, and find only 
vacuum in thofe vaunted circles where the 
vulgar eye of purblind Cuftom gazes with 
extafies of joy. Independent, therefore, of 

my 
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my dcfire to alleviate the fufferings which 
my poor bewildered friend endured " from 
a hard father," the benignant fmiles of the 
moon (ever an objeft of my fondeft admi- 
ration) might have been quite a fufficient 
motive for my ramble. 

Thee, Queen of penfive Vifions ! to whofe ear 

6ad Philomela pours her nightly moan, 
While ftr-diftii'd thy modeA beams appear 

0*er hills, vales, groves, and purling riv'lett thrown-* 
Thee, nurfe of thonght 1— or if thy filver ray 

Break through the fleecy-margin'd clouds, ftrene, 
Between the Afpine's trembling leaf to play, 

Or fpread thy light o'er Ocean's boundlefs fcene,-* 
Or if, fublime 1 one ipaciou* orb of fire, 

Behind the eaftern wave thou rifeft flow, 
Confronting, while his dazzling wheels retire, 

The varied tints of Day's expiring glow— 
Thee, placid Queen ! whatever tint be thine, 

Thee will I woo, while folemn Silence reigns ) 
Thee, whofe mild luftre (heds the calm divine 

That wild emotion's painful throb reftrains ! 
And, O, 'tis thine, with thought-mbliming ray, 

To wake the feraph power that wings the foul 
To heights unthought amidft the garifh day, 

Beyond the bounds that Vifion's orb controul. 
Thine, too, to lead f Inspiration's fpring 

The Mufe, fweet foother of my penfive hours I 
To plume afrelh young Fancy's tow'ring wing, 

And give to magic verie iublrmer powers. 

In 
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In fliort, I may not improperly be laid to 
have had for fome years what the critics and 
witlings, if they pleafe, may call ay affair with 
the moon ; and as nothing is fo apt to betray 
a man into indifcretions as his amours, this 
lunar attachment has occafionally fubjefted 
me to the raillery of my acquaintance. This 
was particularly the cafe in an inftance that 
occurred a few years agaj and which, as it 
is naturally enough connefted with this Hi- 
ftory of Rambles and Eccentricities, I {hall 
fubmit to the animadverfion of the reader. 



THE RETREAT. 



1 HAD, at that time, a neat, though hum- 
ble little cottage, in the vicinity of the me- 
tropolis:— -a convenient retreat for poetic 
meditation— and from which (though it af- 
forded 



1 
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forded the friendly opportunity of conceal- 
ing, in the bofom of obfcurity, the misfor- 
tunes which no one cares lhould be the fport 
and gazing-ftock of the unfeeling world) I 
could iffue occafionally in quell of that re- 
putation, for which, almoft from my ear- 
lieft infancy, this bofom has been panting. 

By the pupils of tafte and elegance it 
would have been held in but little eftima- 
tion: yet has memory fo many inducements 
to regard this peaceful habitation with af- 
feftion, that I could fill whole pages in de- 
fcribing the little brook that flowed by its 
fide, the fruitful vine that mantled it around, 
and the fmiling garden that encompafled it — 
whofe little fruit-trees, and lhady rows of 
poplars, were the plants of my own hand, 
and the nurflings of my care. 

There were, alfo, other confiderations that 
endeared it to me. It, had been the occa- 
sional retreat of health for a tender parent, 

in 
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in days of former profperity ; and the theatre 
of thofe infant paftimes and endearments 
which no one, who has a heart, remembers 
without delight. 



A MIDNIGHT RAMBLE. 



IT was to this retirement that I was one 
winter's night returning from a. convivial , 
party, with which I fometimes fhook off the 
weight of unavailing melancholy, when I 
was feized with the eccentric defire of de- 
moting to a moon-light ramble thole re- 
maining hours which Nature feemed to have 
intended for repofe. 

The clear refulgent orb had gained the 
cloudlefs zenith of the Iky j and the whole 
azure vault, thick-fpangled with the worlds 
and planets of Creation's complicated fyftem, 

• diffufed 
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diffufcd over my foul fuch a defire of con- 
templation, and my mind was agitated widi 
fo many reflexions which (lumber could not 
have lulled, that every idea of the folitary 
pillow was baniftiedj and not fatisfied with 
beholding the effett of this flood of radiance 
on the leaflefs trees, and the glittering win- 
dows of the adjacent buildings, I directed 
my courfe to a celebrated eminence, famous 
for recreations of a lefs-intelleftual nature ; 
from the fummit of which I hoped to enjoy 
the ftill-more delightful profpedt of this ef- 
fulgence fporting in tremulous refleftion over 
the winding furface of the River. 

The reader would fmile, perhaps, were I 
to conclude this adventure by informing him 
that my expeftations were difpappointed j 
and that, after walking five or fix miles, in 
a very cold night, to view the Thames by 
moon-light, I found myfelf, at laft, ftationed 
between the obje&s from whofe united view 
the defired effedt was to be produced, and 
4 con- 



r 
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cohfcqucntly where no refle&ion could be 
feen. 

But, in fa£t, (to unfold the whole of the 
fecret,) in the grand objedt of my excurfion> 
I was not difappointed : for, though I had 
no opportunity of contemplating the fcenery 
I expefted, the no-lefs beautiful phasnomena 
of the opening dawn, and the grand fuc- 
ceffion of hues that followed, till the fun 
began to peer above the diftant hills, made 
an ample atonement for the lofsj and, to- 
gether with the acceleration of animal fpirits, 
which a proper degree of exercife feldom 
fails to produce, lulled, in fome degree, the 
painful refle&ions that principally induced 
me to this unfeafonable ramble. 

In faft, my mind was making its firft 
painful efforts againft the prejudices of edu- 
cation i Reafon was becoming importunate 
for the free exertion of her powers; and 
Faith was no longer to be tamely held in the 
arbitrary chains of hereditary opinion. The 

vol, u E con- 
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contemplation of fo many glories of Creadon 
had naturally conduced my thoughts to the 
Creator ; and to man, the mod fublime and 
complicated of all his vifible produftions : and 
the laws of Providence (as my early tutors 
had explained them) prefled, by an unavoid- 
able concatenation upon my thoughts. 

Was it my fault — tell me, ye cafuifts, ye 
zealots, and ye diflemblers!— Was it rny 
fault that my imagination became imme- 
diately 'haunted by a thoufand doubts which 
my fyftem couM never explain ? — • Were 
they, ye fanatics ! the fuggeftions of the 
Arch-enemy of Mankind?- — -or were 
they fent by a benevolent Creator, as the gra- 
cious figns of that eternal reprobation to which, 
even from before my nativity, your theory 
would perhaps condemn* me?— Be "this as 
it will, my mind was bewildered in horrors* 
To doubt the fyftem I had beerf taught 
feemed bialphemy beyond hope oi pardon : 
yet grant it true, and my foul was fhip- 
wrecked indeed — for a thoiKfeadcircaniftanccs 

raflied 
5 
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ruflied immediately upon my mind that con- 
tradidted, accoixiing to thefe calculations, every 
idea of juftice in the DIVINE BEING. 

The mind that was never tormented by 
fuch a doubt, can form no idea of its horror, 
I looked upon myfelf as abandoned to repro- 
bation for harbouring the dreadful thought. 
I recolletted, however, that it was invo- 
luntary! and involuntary criminality baffled 
every conception of reafon. I endeavoured 
to ftifle refledtion: but in vain. Doubt 
flowed upon doubt* and thought would npt 
be lulled. " Baneful, officious zeal!" ex? 
claimed I, in the bitternefs of my heart* 
" that filled .my infant mind with myfteriou3 
dogmas, it had neither ftrqngth to compre-t 
hend nor to rejeft. Had they followed each 
other in deliberate fucceffipn, as reafon wa$ 
obferved to unfold, perhaps they might have 
been perfpicuous and evident— the prpfpeft 
might have now been clean But as it is— • 
all is daxknefs and terror !" ' 

E i O Re*. 



75 PERIPATETIC. 

O Reafon ! " firft-created beam P - 

That through the night of Chaos broke, 
And ffour'd the plaftic vital ftream 

Whence form and beauteous order woke !— 

O Reafon I firft-created beam ! 

Exifting Nature's boundlefs foul ! 
Dart through this cloud thy cheerful gleam, 

And ev'ry gloomy fear contrail. 

\ put the ftiadowy train to flight 
That ftalk in Terror's dubious night, 
And ev'ry wild'ring thought reftrain 
That racks the Sceptic's throbbing brain ! 

In fuch a ftate of mind, it was natural for 
me to ftartle at the very idea of the lonely 
couch. Darknefs and unoccupied folitude 
might have led to madnefs. I refolved to 
avoid the danger* and in the contemplation 
of thofe natural phenomena, for which I had 
always fo enthufiaftic an admiration, to ba- 
nifh thefe diftrafting doubts till I could exa- 
mine the fyftem from which they refultecL 

1 have examined it; and found it to be 

built on fand. The bigot phantoms of he- 
reditary 
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reditary prejudice have vaniflied before the 
fearching rays of inveftigation, and left in their 
place the pure and fimple form of a miWer 
perfuafion,whofe univerfal benevolence fmiles 
endearment to the heart of Senfibility, whofe 
cheerful precepts are founded on the convic- 
tions of reafon 5 and which promifes the per- 
fection of Juftice without the immolation of 
Mercy. — Yes, fuch has been the refult of my 
enquiry: and thefe painful doubts ftiall difturb 
my peace no more : — doubts with which this 
frame would never have been fhaken, but for 
the negledt of this fimple maxim — That no- 
thing fhould be inculcated on the infant mind 
but what it is adequate to comprehend : for 
truth itfelf is only a prejudice when adopted 
without being underftood. 

Then hail 1 fair Reafon's golden ray ! 

That, chafing Superftition's gloom, 
Reftores of Truth the peaceful day, 

And gives each mental joy to bloom ! 

To thee, true Virtue's only friend! 

Be my implicit reverence given : 
To thee, may every Paflion bend, 

And own the genuine voice of Heaven I 

£3 i CHILDISH 
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A CHUDUU RETROSPECT* 



uO ferious a caufe, however, was not al- 
ways to be afllgned for my eccentricities. 
The mere admiration of the phenomena of 
Nature being a fulEcient temptation for me 
to refign, not only the allurements of the 
couch of (lumber, but, alfo, the pleafures of 
fociety, and the participation of feafonable 
repafts. Of this I gave a remarkable in- 
ftance while I was yet a boy, and only in my 
fixth, or fevcnth year. 

I had accompanied fome relations in an 
expedition to Margate. But as the party 
was principally compofed of thofc fagacious, 
fober-fided mortals, whofe animadverfions arc 
generally confined to a few bum and has about 

the 
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the decay of trade and the balance of power, 
and that ufeful kind of knowledge which is 
collected in the confines of the counting- 
houfe, I ftole fecretly away from a conver- 
farion I could neither partake n6r enjoy, and 
wandering from place to place, in queft of 
foch objects as might amufe my fancy, or 
gratify my curiofity, I came, unexpectedly, 
at laft, upon the pier. The fine and novel 
profpe& that here rufhed upon my view, 
prefented every thing that my eye was in- 
queft of. And fo rivetted was my attention 
by the majeftic fcene, that, while gazing on 
its beauties, I fuffered the hours of refrefh- 
ment to pafs over me without regard, and 
the fpreading orbit of the fun to decline be- 
low the horizon, without refle&ing how I 
was to return to my friends. 

Nay, the profpeft faded before my cu- 
riofity was gratified; and when fcarce ap 
object remained to engage the vifual fenfe, 
the murmuring of the ebbing tide ftill ri- 
e 4 vetted 
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vetted my enchanted ear, and the veil of 
darknefs was almoft clofed over the face of 
heaven when (after along and anxious fearch) 
I was difcovered in this fituation, hanging, 
in fweet enthufiafm, over the artificial pre- 
cipice, and liftening to the dafhing furge.— 
A circumftance this, from which fome of 
my friends imagined themfelves juftified in 
concluding, that the thermometer of my in- 
tellect would never rife many degrees above 
the freezing point of idiotifm. 

Eugenius, however, drew a very different 
conclufion. But it was the fate of Eugenius, 
and my misfortune, that he fhould mingle 
with his native dull, long before the powers 
of my mind could be unfolded by his in- 
ftru&ions. The world, therefore, before 
whofe tribunal I am haftening with trembling 
precipitancy, muft judge between the op- 
pofite opinions. 



" But 
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" But we have loft," you will fay, u in 
the ferago of this long digreflion, the me- 
lancholy friend, in whole behalf you have fa 
much endeavoured to intereft us." 

And fo> in fa£t, had I. For though, by 
the patient filence with which he feemed to 
liften to my difcourfe, I began to hope that 
my efforts to divert his melancholy reflections 
were not entirely without fuccefs, we no 
fooner arrived at a houfe convenient for his 
purpofe, than, defiling me to wait a moment, 
as if he had fomething to enqyire for, he 
hurried through the paffage by a back-door, 
and left me flaring in vacant expectation for 
his return, till my patience being at laft ex- 
hausted, I difcovered, by enquiry, that he had 
given me efFe&ually the flip. So obftinate 
is fetded fbrrow in refufing confolation! Nor, 
though I fet to work every engine of en- 
quiry, and, day after day, repeated my vifits 4 
e 5 to 
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to the Jpot where I had formerly met him, 
could I, at this time, hear or difcover any thing 
more of the unhappy Belmour. Melancholy, 
indeed, has often its ftated haunts : yet feldom 
will the widowed bird return to the fpray from 
which unwelcome fociety has difturbed it. 



A PLEASING ltirEKVlEW. 



Jt>UT the confequences of my excurfion 
did not terminate here : for while I was yet 
Handing at the door, ruminating on the ex- 
traordinary adventure, a poft-chaife drove up 
to the houfe, in which, as foon as the glafs 
was let down, I recognifed the perfon of my 

friend Ambulator: a young gentleman 

whofe tafte for antiquarian obfervation, and, 
indeed, for almoft every branch of literature 
and. liberal fcience, had confpired, with the 
evident generofity of his diipofition, to. a- 

waken 
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•waken in my mind the fcntiments of relpcft, 
during the fhort intercourfe we had or>ce tht 
opportunity of enjoying, and to render me 
delirous of a more durable and intimate ac- 
quaintance, 

Having fet my face againft other fuper- 
ftitions, I fhall not preach up the idle doc- 
trine of fympathies and inftin&ive attach- 
ments: but there is certainly a kind of mental 
attraction, by which difpofitions that affimi- 
late, like the correfpondent particles of mat- 
ter, haive a tendency to adhere whenever they 
are brought within the fphere of mutual 
aftion. This, I was happy to find, was the 
cafe in the prefent inftance : for no fboher 
was Ambulator enabled (by the affiffianee of 
the light which the moon was fo liberally 
diffufing over the landfcapfe) to recoiled): the 
features of my face, than, throwing open the 
door of the chaife, he fprung forward to meet 
me with all the gratifying cordiality of- a 
fettled ftiendfhip. 

E C THM 
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THE FRIEND— A CHARACTER. 



AMBULATOR is one of thofe eccentric 
chara&ers, whofe attentions are always pro- 
portioned in a dire&ly-converfe ratio from 
thofe of the generality pf mankind. He 
would brufli by a titled friend to take un- 
connefted merit by the hand $ and would 
give the firft falutation to indigent Senfibility > 
though purfe-proud Opulence were throng- 
ing eveFy corner of the room* 

As I lhall have other opportunities of 
doing juftice to his charadter, I lhall not here 
enlarge either upon the powers of his in- 
tellect, or the general liberality of his fen- 
timents and conduct i but ihall obferve, that 
as his circumftances placed him, in the efti- 
. . s 4 mation 
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mation of the world, above me, he prefled 
forward to lay claim to my friendship with 
J) an alacrity that fhewed he would have been 
hurt, bad he not been firft to exprefs thofe 
fentiments which he hoped were mutually felt. 

He knew how embarrafling a thing it is 
to the -feelings of the fufceptible mind to be 
foremoft in challenging the friendlhip of thofe 
whorfl the world denominates fuperiors ; and 
fo much pride is there mingled with his ge- 
nerality, that he would not himfelf be the 
i firft to court fociety with Greatnefs, though 

Ihe threw herfelf in his way, and would fell 
her favours for the price of fo much adula- 
tion. 

In fhort — though he is no enthufiaft — 
(He abhors the fanguinary crew, and holds in 
equal deteftation \htwQnJler y who confiders li- : 
berty asimperfe<5t till hecatombs of his fellow 
creatures are facrificed to his wild fanaticifm, 
and the hoary Renegade, who cannot die in 
peace upon his bed, unlefs his theatrical 

frenzy 
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frenzy may firft be appeafed by the extin&iori 
of public fpirit, and the total annihilation of 
the Rights and Liberties of Mankind!)— yet 
is Ambulator a fteady and determined advo- 
cate for the genuine principles of Liberty and 
Equality; fince, while he regards as /acred 
the rights and poffeffions of every individual, he 
efteems the diftinftions of Nature fuperior to 
thofe of Fortune, and (paying his obedience, 
only to the Laws) proportions his refpeft to 
the virtues and abilities of men, and not to 
their rank and opulence. Nor are thefc fertti- 
ments maintained as mere {peculations : they 
pervade every a&ion, and Ihine confpicuous 
in .every paflion of his heart : nor does he 
ever feem to forget, that as there is no per- 
fonage fo high to whom he ought to facri- 
fice his independence, neither is there any 
one fo low that he ought, in his deportment 
towards him; to difpenfe with the refped that 
is* due from one Human Being to another — 
Of this, fince our acquaintance has become 
more intimate, feveral ftriking inftances have 
fallen under my obfervation 3 and among the 

reft 
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reft one, which, though trifling in its nature, 
marks too ftrongly the deep root his principles 
have taken, to be patted over with indiffe- 
rence by an obferver of the human heart. 

We were croffing, one afternoon, with 
fome degree of care, a very dirty ftreet, in 
our way to a friend's houfe, when a huge 
mufcular fellow, long ufed to the arbitrary 
dominion of the cart-whip, came fpjafhing by 
us, and prefuming on the diminitive form of 
my friend, took the liberty of damning him 
for a cc Jack-a- Dandy," and puftiing him 
out of the way. But Ambulator, whofe phi- 
lofophy fometimes bends a little to his indig- 
nation, and who has alfo a fyftematic averfion 
to every lpecies of Oppreffion, (whether of 
athletic violence or haughty domination,) was 
Jieither inclined quietly to endure this infult, 
nor to meafure the difproportionate ftrength 
of his antagonift. He ftepped forward, there- 
fore, with great intrepidity, and with eyes 
beaming inexprettible refentment, feized the 
gigantic ruffian- at the brcaft : for his collar 
he could not reach. 

lhad 



M PERIPATETIC. 

I had feen fo many examples of the power 
of a certain mental fervour, and an intrepid 
deportment, to nnnetve" the Herculean finews A ; 

of half- humanized Infolence, tliat I profefs I 
was in more apprehenfion about the principles 
than the per/on of my friend. But he pre- 
ferred his confiftency throughout •, and, hold- 
ing at arm's length the aftonifhed drayman, 
bade him in a firm and commanding tone, 
<c Learn for 4he future to refpeSi his fellow 
creatures !" — and thus left him, more 
chop-fallen, I think, than I ever beheld a 
fchool-boy, who had been fcourged by his 
imperious pedagogue. 

" The hot-headed madman, now," faid I 
to myfelf, " would have ftruck this moun- 
tain, and have had his bones broke;— the 
fopling would have fhrunk within himfelf 'till 
he was out of hearing, and then muttered a 
parcel of new-coined oaths between his teeth, 
haflied up with " bore," and " brute" and 
" reverence for JuperiorSy" and there are fome 
perhaps who would have thought it a difgrace., 

to 
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to the country, that people of refpe&ability 
are not protected by the pending feverity 
of military coercion from this prefumprion 
of the bafe canaille! — But to mingle fuch a 
degree of fpirited indignation with fo much 
fyftematic modefty, evinces an elevation of 
chara&er feldom to be met with at any pe- 
riod of human life, and much lefs in a young 
gendeman of two or three and twenty. 
This elevation, however, my friend Ambu- 
lator difplays in every department of life; 
and as the reader is hereafter to have fur- 
ther acquaintance with him, it would be a 
kind ofinjuftice, if \ were not to complete 
the portrait by delineating his fmall, but 
ereft and manly form, his open brow, his 
ftrong, but foftened features, ajid his forward- 
darting eye, which reveal to the phyliog- 
nomift the internal graces and dignity of his 
mind, and prepoffefs in his favour even thofe 
who deny the truth, becaufe they are unac- 
quainted with the principles of that fcience. 

To 
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To return to my nodhirnal adventure: — As 
Ambulator was proceeding to town, I accept- 
ed a feat in his chaife ; and, finding he had 
fome bufmefs to fettle which would detain him 
a few days, I pcrfuaded him to make my houfe 
his home j and as time would, I found, be 
no obje& to him, on his return, I agreed 
(upon condition that it fhould be a pe-. 
deftrian excurfion) that I would accompany 
him a part of the way, that we might com- 
pare our remarks on fuch monuments of 
antiquity, and fuch pi&urefque beauties of 
art and nature, as the road, or its environs 
might prefent. 

It was not to be a mere excurfion of plea- 
fure : for ^nothing is, in geneml, more de- 
lufive or infipid. Information and improve* 
ment were to conftitute the principal features 
of our expedition j ovejr which we had no 
doubt the rofy Goddefs would diffufe her 

cheerful 
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cheerful luftre : for in thefe leffer excurfions, 
+ as in the grand journey of life, Pleafure has 
always the more-alluring charm when fhe 
rather appears as the occafional companion 
of the way, than is looked forward to as the 
important objeffc of purfuit. 

The reluk of our obfervations may per- 
haps be neither very original nor profound : 
but if the reader Ihould feel the fame iotereft 
with ourfelves in the little adventures we 
met with on the road, or Ihould have a tafte 
for thofe conventions, that, in a manner, 
Jiok the miles fo imperceptibly away, he will 
not regret the trifling expehce and exertions 
that enable him to be of our party. 

For fweet, when Morning ftreaks the vernal flcy, 
To quit the oblivious couch of dull repofe, 

Mark in light troops the fcatter'd fhadows fly, 
And all the azure pomps of heav'n difclofe ; 

And fweet to hear from ev*ry Gripping thorn, 
( Whofe dew- drops glitter in the early ray,) 

Or high in air, on ruflet pinions borne, 
The joyous fong that hails returning day ! 

And 
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And fvveet, afcending to the verdant brow 
Of fome proud hill, to caft the eye around 

O'er reeking vales and meadows ftretch'd below, 
That feera like lakes—in teeming vapour drown'd ! 

But ah ! nor vernal fky, nor blufhing dawn, 
Nor (catering clouds, nor azure vault on high, 

Nor linnet warbling from the glittering thorn/ 
Nor foaring lark that wakes the ftrain of joy j 

No j nor the profpeft from the fwelling height 
Of reeking valleys fpread like lakes below, 

Nor all the pleafures of the ravinVd fight 

Like friendlyXon<uerf<uN*kt the raptur'd glow I 

This the true Hermes who, with feather'd heel, 
Flits unfatigued along the lengthened way, 

And bears the wand of Science, to reveal 
Whatever of Wifdora in the path may lay. 

Then Friendship come, and with thy foothing lore 
New charms o'er every vernal fcene difFufe, 

The landfcape gild, the human heart explore, 
And prompt the fervours of a moral mufe ! 



EX- 
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EXCURSION to ROCHESTER. 



Ut primum lux alma data eft, exire, locofque 

Expjorare novos j— 

— ipfe uno graditur comitatus Achats. vi* o I l. 



A PROBLEM FOR THE METAPHYSICIAN?. 



W E awoke, as if by fome curious (pe- 
des of mechanifm, juft as we had pre-deter- 
mined, at about half paft three in the morn- 
ing, although the hazinefs of the weather 
prevented the fun from lending any afliftance 
to our refolution.— Acircumflance this, which* 
but for the habit we have of thinking noth- 
ing wonderful which we have frequent oppor- 
tunities of obferving, might be thought wor- 
thy of fome little obfervation. 

Does 
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Docs not this promptitude (one might en- 
quire) with which we roufe from the fup- 
pofed Lethean couch, juft at the wifhed for 
period, whenever we are ftronjgly difpofed* 
to the execution of any favorite fcheme, tend 
conGderably to prove that the mind is not 
fo entirely paflive during the hours of deep 
as fome philofophers are enclined to repre- 
fent ?-— Does it not compel one either to join 
with thofe fanatics who fuppofe themfelves 
(poor worthless worms!) furrounded by 
miniftering fpirits, watching, with invifible 
agency, over their moil trivial. concerns ? or 
elfe to acknowledge, that when every external . 
fenfe is clofed, the mind is, perhaps, no par- 
taker of the temporary oblivion ? 

Tell me, elfe, ye fophifts ! by what curi- 
ous art the temporary obftrudlion is procured 
for the exaft time the machine itfelf has de- 
'termioed ?— flow is the obftruftion to intel- 
ligence removed at the bidden hour ?— If the 
foul is unconfcious while we fleep, certainly 
unconfcioufne/s can never know when confciouf- 
nefs ought to re-commenc*. 

But 
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But I leave it to the metaphyfieians.— For 
my own part, when intcrefting queftions fall 
in my way, which, from their nature, bid de r 
fiance to demonftration, I know no better 
maxim than to abide by the conclufion that 
involves the feweft abfurdities. 



WE BREAKFAST. SUGGESTIONS OF VANITY. 



1 HE earlinefs of our rifing did not pre- 
vent the keennefs of our appetites : for fleep 
(in defiance of popular opinion) is an excel- 
lent digefter ; and the mental banquet we at 
the fame time enjoyed, gave an additional 
zeft to our repaft. , 

In fhort, I had put two of my favorite 
Poets (Beatrie and Armftrong) in my pock- 
et; and as it occurred to me diat a"few paf- 

fages 
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fages from the minftrel would be no bad 
motto to our excurfion, I put the book into 
the hands of one, whofe voice could give 
additional charms tos. the captivating poetry 
it contains ; and we, accordingly, tranfpofed 
the excellent pra&ice of antiquity ; and en- 
joyed a literary breakfaft, inftead of a literacy 
fupper. 

It is impoffihle for me ever to recall, with- 
out a fenfe of gratitude, the delightful fen- 
fations with which I have often perufed this 
fublimeft moralift that ever culled among the 
infpiring charms of nature, " The fweets 
that work the foul's eternal health, and Love, 
and Gentlenefs, and Joy impart !" 

It was one of thofe books, which, in my 
earlier and more unfortunate years, I fnatch- 
cd a' trifle from the common comforts — al- 
moft from the common neceflaries of life to 
procure. And I was richly repaid. 

'^ Strug- 
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Struggling (with no other allured advan- 
tage, than a keen tafte for poetry, and a big 
ambitious heart) to attain the arduous heights 
of literary reputation, in fpite of all the impe- 
diments with which negledt, obfeurity, and 
misfortune could fhackle an afpiring mind j 
and flu&uating in painful fufpenfe between 
doubt and prefumption — fo natural to a fe-> 
eluded votary of the mufes, to whom the 
advantages of literary acquaintance never had 
been known— my anxious heart could not 
but receive fome confolation, when (embel- 
lilhed with all the charms of fentiment and 
defcription) I traced in the youthful manners 
and difpofitions of Edwin, the faithful delinea-* 
tion of my own boyifh years ; and beheld, as 
iil a mirror,- the reflexion of thofe features 
that fo evidently marked my own eccentric 
mind. 

* 

I could not, indeed, (on account of my in- 

filiated fefideace,) apply to myfelf the awful 

ftanzas that paint the infant minftrel, roving 

among the rough, magnificence of fcenery 

vol. i. F afforded 
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afforded by the rocky fhores of Scotland : 
but I enjoyed, in imagination, the profpedt 
of realizing, at fome period, aH his dreadful 
pleafures :— And as for the other parts of the 
poem " * • 

Still asthe young Enthufiaft I purfue, 

And eager trace his lonely wanderings wild, 
Frefti rife the haunted fcenesto Fancy's view 
Which oft the throbbing* of this heart beguiPd \ 

* Through which the Mufe, full oft, in penfive mood, 
Has led me, 'rapttir'd, all the livelong da^, 
(Charmed with wild Nature's works, fublimely rude !) 
To point the moral, and attune the lay :— — 

Where oft, in ecftafies of mournful thought, 

Enthufiaft Fancy ruuYd upon my foul, 
And tun'd the airy harp, whole whifpers taught 

The force of gloomy palfions to controul :■ ■ 

Where, of the fordid World forgetful grown. 
Its wants, its cares, its flanders, and its hate. 

By Meditation's friendly aid alone, 

I lhatch'd a boon, amidil the frowns of fate* 

O I bowers of Enfield ! — Woods, and wilds, and ftreams, 
Whofemazy wanderings fpread enchantment round j 

Where oft, protected from the noon-tide beams, 
Theft limbs have ftretch'd along the molly ground $ - 

When 
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Where oft the Lark has call'd me up to roam, 
And lofe in Nature's charms Misfortune's pain $ 

Till Evening's penfive fcmgfter warn'd me home j 
Yet held me lift'ning to her mournful main. 

O bowers of Enfield ! and thou bu/hy dell, 
Befide whofe runnels as I wont to rove 

My trembling fingers fir ft attun'iTthe flicll 
To notes refponfive of neglecled love I— • 

There too, oft loitering in the darkling glade, 
The moral Muie that fung Amanda's woe 

Frequent I wooed, the mournful theme to aid, 
And teach my infant numbers how to flow* 

Q bowei*s of Enfield I which fome future lay 

Shall fin g ■ Might Heav'n permit the Cong to lire ! 

O !— dear •remember 'd bowers and riv'lets ! fay 
To me what joys could rural nature give. 

And thou ! gay Surry !— thou, whofe paftur'd lawns, 
Clear- fmiling brooks, and gently- floping hills, 

Luxuriant verdure's gayeft tint adorns, 

While thro' each grove the fweeteft mufic trils !— 

Thee, Queen of Beauty ! whofe enamell'd vales- 
And graceful foliage Thames delights to view, 

While o'er his channel crowd the rportive fails 
Thy winding bounds, luxuriant, tapurfue $,— 

F 2 Tte» 
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Thee, from thy throne, on Richmond's beauteous height, 
Where ftreamt, grove*, villa*, at thy footftool lay, 

Will I invoke, to fay with what delight 
Among thy fmiliug fcencs I wont to /tray. 

For thou haft feen me oft, at Evening hour, . 

Thy wild- wood flowrets twining round rny head, 
With fixt regard each glowing tint devour 

By waining Phoebus o'er the welkin fpread :— 

And thou haftmark'd me, in the woodland fcene, 
With infant fingers cull the mofly (lore, 

And ftill, with meditative ftnile fcrene, 
Each various producVs various hues explore :•— 

But chief where'er the filver-fretted hrook 
Pour'd its low cadence, had thou feen me ftray, 

To mark its eddies oft, with penfive look, 
While glanc'd the noon-tide, or the Lunar ray. 



GAINFUL RECOLLECTIONS. 



T, 



HERE was, however, one particular, 
in which, from a better motive than ambi- 
tion* I could not but blufh at the recollec- 
tion 
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tion of a temporary diffimilarity in the infant 
chara&er of Edwin and myfclf. For fo far 
was the generota fentiment, "His heart 
from cruel fport eftranged, would bleed to. 
,work the woe of any living thing/' from, 
being ftriftly applicable to fome few of my 
earlieft years* that I often fhudder to refledt: 
on the cruel and felfifh (ifpofitions which na- 
ture feemed at one time to have implanted 
in my bofbm. Nor was it 'till frequent op- 
portunities of contemplating* with enamoured 
eye, the Varied beauties of creation* in my 
eccentric rambles, and indulging the poetical 
Jtudies to which they eondufted, had foothed 
and meliorated my heart,, that the bloflbms of 
fcnfibility began to uhfokl themfelves > and I 
awakened to a fympathetic feeling for every 
fcntient tenaant of this many^-peopled fphere*. 

HaiJi Meditation I' modeftmaui I 

Who rov'ft full ©ft* iii thoughtful mood,. 
By haunted brook,, or ihadowy glade. 

Or o'er the heath-clad mountain rude 
To meet the Muft, wild Panels child li 

Companion of thy penfive hours ^ 
Who gladMhe dark?hued foreft wJld^ 

And decks the barren wold with flow'rt,. 

» 3, And* 
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And as ye, thus, Enthufiafr Pair ! 

In mental converfe loitering ftray, 
And Nature's cheering beauties fhare, 

Inftru&ion beams to gild your way t 
Nor, yet, external fcenes alone 

The moralizing theme impart— 
Your fearching glances, inward thrown, 

Correct the feelings of the heart; 

For who with ferious eye can view 

Thole (Scenes the Xufe delights to hail, 
Or Meditation's flight purfue, 

Nor feel the generous thought prevail ? 
From Nature's hand' oh all around 

(Meads graz'd by flocks, and choral fhades^ 
Since Love's benignant (lamp is found,. 

And. Sympathy thro' all pervades, 

. Ah J Aire, if all to humankind 

Their tributary bleffings bring*. 
To glad the fenfe, or (both, the mind* 

Or vibrate pleafure's genial firing— »- 
Ah r fure> where'er a nerve is found. 

To feejl delight, or fiifFer woe» - I 

There Man, by every tie, is bound: 

Or this to ward, or that beftow.. 

Then let me, fweet Enthrcfiafts !" moan j 

Nor oheck the tear ye taught to rail $ . 
That future feelings may atone 

Fox icenes I can; no more recall.. 

And; 
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And let the Woodlark's plaintive trill, 
And hePs who charms the twilight grove, 

Their mournful leflbns oft inftill, - 
And virtue's tender pang improve* 



APOLOGY TO THE CRITICS. 



v-'RITICAL feverity may foeer, perhaps, 
at the vanity and ' egotifm of fomc of the 
foregoing remarks : but it fliould be re* 
membered, that it is a part of my profeflion 
to give a copy of my own eccentricities to 
the World;, and that, having once made 
choice of fa illuftrious a confeffor, I am not 
at liberty to praftife mental refervation. I 
fliall freely add, however, that many of my 
confeflions are without contrition i for that I 
can never repent me of a delufion, without 
the confolation of which,, even the ardour and 
aftivity of youthful fpirits might have been 
io&fficienj: to ftruggle with paft misfortunes*.; 

Repent 



Repent me? — No: even now I recall 
with exultation the hour when, yet a boy* 
friendlds> and .deje&ed-~*nd encumbered al- 
io with the misfortunes of thofe whofe fete 
feature had united wrth my own— with noi 
profeflion, — but one, from the cruelty and me- 
chanical oppreftion of which my foul turned 
away with fallen and mortified indignation, I 
firft beheld, (through the magic mirror of 
this poent) thofe brighter profpe&s of fame 
opening before me, which though they havt 
■aver been realized (nor perhaps iVe* will} 
infpired the confidence* aftd ftimulated the 
cxcf dons which, through all the ftorms that 
affailed my inexperienced youth, have brought 
me, at laft, tato a peaceful harbour, where 
competency and refpe&abilky may fhed theitf 
eHeering rays to warm the little fecial circle 
©f my aflsdtions * and from whence I may 
toeditate, at more leUbre^ thofe projefts of 
mental improvement and literary ambition* 
ivhich no ficuation of life is fufficicntly ele- 
vated or depreffed to extinguifh within this. 
ttof&Ob. 
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Gentle Redder, 

If, in the foregoing digrcflions, I fhould 
appear, according to thy better judgment, to 
have wanclered too far from the point, thou 
wilt be kind enough to remember, that, as I 
am only a foot traveller, the bye path to the 
right and to the left is always as open to me 
as the turnpike road : and that if, on the pre-r 
fent occafion, I hare been rambling fome- 
what too long among the fields and green 
allies of poetical digreflion, thou art, never- 
thelefs, bound in gratitude to excufe me> 
lance I have been induced fo to do purely for 
"thy fake, and to give thee to under ftand, at 
this early ftage of my work, what fort of a 
fellow he is who profeffes to entertain thee : 
a circumftance about which thy curiofity, 
and that of thy predeceiTors, from time imme- 
morial, has been matter of the moft public 
notoriety $ and which in a work of fo tacur* 
five, and mifcellanious a nature as the pre-* 
lent, it appears more proper thus to deal put 

to 
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to thee in detached portions, than by any for- 
mal preface, introduftion, or feries of bio- 
graphical memoirs that could poffibly have 
been hereunto prefixed. 



THE STREET. 



"THE Weather/ 1 faid my friend, look- 
ing up, as we walked along, " is, it is true, 
a little hazy this morning ; but it would have 
been a pky to have difappointed ourfelves, on 
that account, of this long expefted pleafore. 

" For my own part, indeed, I never per- 
mit the flight appearances of a pending fhow- 
er to interfere with my engagements -, being 
convinced, that, not only in the ferious, but 
even in the more trifling purfuits of life, one 
ought not to be lightly driven from one's 

purpofe 
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purpofe by cafual circumftances or frivolous 
inconveniencies." 

Now this was a fentiment fo entirely cor- 
refpondent with my own, that had it been 
uttered by a bearded Jew, an ^ithiop, or a 
wild Arabian, I could have hugged him to 
my bofom, and have hailed him inftantani- 
oufly as my friend.—" For an Englifhman," 
continued I, " has too many caprices of his 
pwn, turning him continually out of the path 
of refolution, to fuffer thofe of his climate, 
alfo, to thwart his intentions, and prevent his 
pleafares.' And wifclom, permit me to ob- 
fcrve, does not fo much confift, as fome 
furly old philofophers would perfuade us, in 
defpifing Pleafure, as in being, as far as Hu- 
man-Nature will permit, independent of con- 
tingencies and accidents in her purfuit. 

cc Your Peripatetic, therefore," continued 

I— examining my drefs, which was by no 

means calculated for the circle of St James's, 

cc fhould accommodate himfelf accordingly-—- 

6 They 
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They who would allure this univtrfal mif- 
trefs by the fprucenefs of their exterior, may 
dread left the threatening fhower fhould 
damp their ardour j but he, who depending 
only on the vivacity of his own fancy, and 
die fprightly effervefcence of his paflion, dares 
boldly approach her in a threadbare coat of 
nifty fable, has nothing to dread Ids formi- 
dable than an abfolute ftorm in the centre of 
a houfelefs heath. 

" Then give me, Nymph ! the unbou^ht fmile, 

More fweet than Grandeur everjtnew, 
Wh**h gilds the heart, and cheers the toil 

Of thole who Wijdojn's path purfue. . 

Yes, Pleafure ! yes— by Wifdom's fide 

Thou flied'ft thy brighteft, pureft ray, 
While envious clouds innoxious glide, 

Nor interrupt thy genial day : 
Nor wilt thou, from thy modeil throne. 

With dulling fcorn, difdain to bend 
. Tofditors who, to Wealth unknown, 

In homely weeds thy tram ttttnd* 

No : — They, the (laves of empty State, 
Who wooe thee, Nymph, in gHt array, 

Aloof in anti-chambers wait, 
Nor e'er thy radiant form furvey 5 

While 
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While they, with philofophic air, 

Who noife, nor (hew, nor fafliion heed,. 
Within, thy partial favours fliare— 

To Virtue's font alone decreed* 

Then give me, Nymph I the unbought fmile, 

More fweet than Grandeur ever knew, 
Which gilds the heart, and cheers the toil 

Of thofe who WifdonVs path putiue." 

« Why as for an abfolute ftorm," faid 
Ambulator — reluming the thread of our dif- 
courfe, c< that, I think, is what we have no 
reafon to. expedt: a little fummer fhower or 
two, is all' that I fhould apprehend from, pre- 
fent appearances." 

Now a little fummer fhower, is one of 
thofe phenomena to which I am fo far from 
having any obje&ion, that nothing, accord- 
ing, to my tafte, can more contribute to 
heighten the charms of rural fcenftry. The 
coolnefs, and refrefhing fragrance it imparts 
to the air, the lively verdure it excitesthrough 
the furrounding paftures,. and the additional 
brightnefs communicated to. the variegated 

yoju.u G flower*. 
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flowers that decorate the hedge-rows, and 
enamel the fmiling tur£ together with the 
foil chorus that ufually burfts from the fea- 
ther'd fongfters of the grove, as the tempo- 
rary cloud retires* are more than a fufficient 
compenfation* to the mind of any being above 
the order of a petit maitre, for the flight in- 
convenience which the fhower produces. 



THE PERNAl SHOWER* 



1 T was in the midft of this charming: 
affociation of vernal phenomena/' (aid I* 
" that I felt one of the earlieft infpirationa 
©ftheMufe/* 

« I was walking fbKtarily acrofs the fields 
towards Dulwich, upon one of thofe hono- 
rable embaflles, the qualifications for which 
6 constitute 
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coftftltute a confiderable part of the educa- 
tion of thofe who arc intended for a certain 
liberal profeffion, fb much concerned in 
eftablifhing the claims of juftice between man 
and man, ar?d eompoftng the difputes and 
differences of litigious neighbours* 

u The fky had> during the whole morn- 
ing, difplayed the moft beautiful variety ; and 
the lun now darting his beams over the clear 
refulgent azure, now breaking in interrupted 
majefty through the fcattered clouds, enrkh- 
ed^ with all the fweet diverfuies of flying 
lhadows and returning tints of vivid light, the 
beautiful fcenery which the fields and up- 
lands between Camberwell and the place of 
my deftination fo abundantly prefent : among 
which the diftant prolpe&s of Norwood 
and Sydenham, on the one hand, (with all 
their varieties of heaths, and tufted vales, . 
and foreft mantled hills), and on the other the 
charming views, commanded through arbo- 
refcent avenues, of the fpreading metropo- 
lis, with the fine Attic cupola of Saint Paul's, 

c a and ' 
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and the Gothic turrets of Weftminfter- Abbey, 
muft not be forgotten. Of this laft objeft, 
in particular, we have hence by far the fineft 
and moft perfect view commanded in any of 
the bird's-eye profpe&s from the furrounding 
hills. 

ic In ftiort, fuch was the complacency of 
mind with which I expatiated on every fur- 
rounding objedt, that it feemed as though 
nothing could have added to the fiilncfs of 
tranquil delight that occupied my imagina- 
tion. But juft as I was fauntering down the 
hill, along a beaten path, towards the village, 
and admiring the yet green corn fpreading to 
the right and to the left, my meditations were 
unexpe&edly interrupted — or rather aflifted, 
by one of thofe drizzling fhowers, whole 
cheering drops, glittering in the half-obfcur- 
ed fun, fuggeft to Fancy's eye the allegori- 
cal reprefentation of the benevolent Seafon 
ihoweridg its moft ineftimable gems into the 
lap of delighted Nature. 

•«. The 
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u Tht whole face of the univerfe inftahdy 
fmiled more glorious; and every fenfe was 
regaled with additional delight; and while 
the dripping foliage of the adjacent trees glit- 
tered in the reflc&ed &n-beams, the fong of 
the woodlands was fo far from being filehced 
by the fhower, even while it lafted, that it 
filled all the air with improving melody. 

cc But that which particularly rivetted my 
attention, was the wild fhrill {train of an af- 
piring lark, who higher that the ken could 
pierce, and perhaps above the mifty cloud 
that was fprinkling its refrelhing coolnefs 
around me, trilled forth fo long, and fo fwect 
a fucceffion of variegated notes, as I think I 
have never heard, either before or fince, 
from this fiequent infpirer of my lyric Mufc. 

cc I flackened my pace, I turned, again 
and again, to every point of the compafs, 
that I might catch every charm of the fur- 
rounding landfcape. Then ftraying (lowly 
and unwillingly, with many a paufe, liftening, 

with 
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with fweet enthufiafm, to the high-poifed 
fongfter, I arrived, at length, at the place 
of my defignation, time enough to learn that 
the poor unfortunate old man, to whom my 
unwelcome embafly was addrefled, had juft 
departed from his home. 

cc This was the third journey I had made, 
to no purpofe, upon a trifling affair, which 
a man of farts in bis profeffion would have had 
addrefs-~to wit, dijfimulation, enough to have 
executed with eafe upon the firft : for fo to- 
tally unfulpicious were the family of the poor 
debtor at my firft appearance, that they pref- 
fed me, with all the generous ardour of hos- 
pitality, to fet down with them to the 
breakfaft table, alledging, that they knew he 
would be at home again in half an hour. So 
that I had nothing to do but to eat of the 
poor man's bread, and to drink of his cup, 
and enjoy, with hypocritical counteaance, 
the friendly converfation of his deareft attach- 
ments, and I might have fecured the oppor- 
tunity of making fuch a return of gratitude, 

as 
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as ninety-nine out of an hundred of all the 
attornies in England would have thought 
worthy of the higheft commendation. 

cc But, inconceivable as it may appear to 
gendemen of this defcription, my heart fmote 
me at the bare idea: the whole fyftem of 
intelle&ual nature feemed to revolt within 
me : and though half the attractions of the 
litde blooming maiden, who with all the un- 
fufpicious innocence of youth, placed . mc 
a chair, and repeated the invitations of her 
mother, would have been fufficient, on any 
other occafion, to rivet me oq the lpot, I 
made an awkward apology, told them I 
would call again, and retreated with a de- 
gree of confufion, which nothing lefs than 
the confcioufnefs of perpetrated guilt could 
poffibly have increafed. 

* " Good, artlefs, hofpitable family ! faid 
I, as I hurried back to the fields to in- 
dulge in privacy the ftarting tear— Ye litde,. 
fouling, unfufpe&ing cherubs! and thou 

fweet 
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fweet bloflbm of expanding beauty (for the 
intereftlng form of Anna had touched my 
heart) how litde do ye- fuJpedt the ruin that 
is perhaps impending !" 

But, my embarraflment had roufed fufpl- 
cion. The hufband, when I returned, had 
departed for the day j the deportment of the 
wife was become diftant and abrupt j and 
even the charming little Anna* lovely in the 
midft of her confufion, feemed to blufli as 
much with anger, as with modefty* — Yet my 
heart was innocent of offence; nor would I 
have blighted with the dews of forrow the 
unfolding rofe of her fimple lovelinefi, for all 
that the lpoils of legal opgreffion could 
turnifb. 
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LEGAL CONSISTENCIES. 



J HE reader may probably hear more' 
of little Anna hereafter ; and in the mean' 
time he will not be forry to be informed 
that as all my expeditions were equally 
unfuccefsful, the poor man had an oppor- 
tunity of fettling his little debt without 
the afliftance of the law : a circumftance 
agreeable enough to himfelf and family, 
who might otherwife have been irretrieva. 
bly ruined; but not equally fortunate for his 
* the * of ** f the patriotic * ** **, 
and fome other exalted chara&ers, equally 
honourable and equally ufeful to fociety, 
who loft thereby fome of thofe fees and 
emoluments which the Swinijb Multitude, 
who are guilty of Debt and Poverty, are juft- 
ly doomed to pay for the fupport of their 
henignant fplendor. 
vol. i. H Yes, 
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Yes, Britons ! it is but juft that thofc 
illuftrious chara&crs who derive their he- 
reditary wi/dsm and hereditary -virtues from 
the intrigues of Gallic Courtezans, and the 
amours of Theatrical Proftitutes; yea, and 
the heirs apparent of thofe fagacious lu- 
minaries of political /cience, to whom we arc 
indebted for the important difcovery that 
Truth is a Libel> and a long train of amia- 
ble and a&ive members of the communi- 
ty who have equal claims to national gra- 
titude, fbould accumulate falutary bur- 
thens, for the better fupport of their facred 
dignity, on the (houlders of litigious fuitors 
in the Courts of Kings Bench, Chance- 
ry, and Common Pleas ; and if you have 
the prefumption to print one fcntence to 
the contrary, the learned Advocate of i 
virtuous Adminiftrationfhallprofecute you 
for the audacious Libel: — nay, if you dare 
but /peak one word of difconfent or doubt 
within the boundaries of a certain fapi- 
ent commercial Corporation, the fieady aud 
conftftent Chief Magiftrate fliajl atone for 
the patriotic ''errors of his youth, by plant- 
ing 
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ing conftables at your door, to keep you 
out of your own caftle. 

To be ferious. The expence of litiga- 
tion has long, and juftly, been an objeft of 
complaint. But the fees to practitioners 
do not, in faft, conftitute the real opprcf- 
fion. It would ftagger all belief, were it to be 
fully ftated, how confiderable a part of the 
taxed cofts have been paid out of the prac- 
titioner's pocket, to nominal officers, to 
fupport the * * * of * • • and * * *• 
and increafe the * * # * # * of an * ## 

Nor does the evil end here. The equal 
Spirit of the Englifh law, and the conftant 
attention of our government tQ proportion- 
ate taxation, have wifely determined that 
the quantum of alms paid to thefe honour- 
I sible characters by the fuitor for forty (hil- 

lings, and for ten thoufand pounds, fhould 
be the fame : and as there is a confidera- 
ble difference between the ailual and reco- 
vered cofts, if a labouring man, or a little 
H % tradef- 
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tradefman fhould have fifty or a hundirecl 
pounds due to him in fmall debts of forty 
or fifty (hillings, and (hould feek redrefs 
according to the laws of the land, he mufl: 
be inevitably ruined by the extra charg-e.* 
which his attorney has a right to claim* 
although he (hould recover a verdidfc in 
every individual inftance. And yet a. 
learned authority has ventured to affirm 
that tbeUw of England is equally open to tbe 

riib emd to the foot. And fo it is. 

fmtuis (to adopt a hackneyed quotation) 

FmciUs defcenfus Anami : 
Xs&tfmtfm Sespctet mtrijmxum Ditis. 



m The gates of heO arc open night and day: 
i the deftest, mad caly is the way.* 9 



the miifemm e is, that while the 
£*mer> who (ties for thouTands, obtains 
wdrcis* the latter* who lacs for trifles, is* 
rwmadL 



TKl 



r 



PERIPATETIC. ill 



THE SONNET, 



JjUT to return to our converfation. « In 
Ihort, my friend," continued I, <f though I 
was perfectly aware of the chargeof ftupidu 
ty that would be thundered againft me, yet 
as I knew very well that the talents requifite 
for a retainer of the mufes and of the courts 
of law, were of a yery different nature, and 
as I would always rather have moved in the 
fecond rank of the former, with no other 
wealth than a foul that difdained to fubfift 
by the chicanery of oppreflion, and the legal 
plunder of dilatory juftice, than to have 
Tivalled, in haughty affluence, the proudeft 
of the latter whoever fwelled to fudden 
and unaccountable opulence, rolled to 
Eltham in his gaudy chariot, or purchafed 
(for the patriotic love of Juftice!) the under 
Iheriffalty of the city of London, I confoled 
H 3 myfelf 
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myfelf for the expedtcd obloquy by flop- 
ping, on my return, at the entrance of the 
corn-field, and compoflng, as I retted on 
the ftile, the following fonnet 

TO THJB lAlK. 

u Hail lofty Pindar of the feather'd choir ! 
. . Whether at Heaven's bleft gate, on matt in wiog» 
Soaring ^ou warbjeft, when young Mai firft 
Pours forth the gay luxuriance of hei dies, 
And hill and valley fmile with fudden bloom.— 

V Whether ^lithe fotring o'er the waving field, 
Where bounteous Ceres pour* forth all her ft ore, 
Veiling glad Nature's form in living gold, 
T*hy pipe, unfailing, roves through eveiy change, 
Lofty or foft, of melody divine. — 

" Or whether, 'fcapiog from the. fatal tube, 
What time the plunder'd ftubble duflcy mourns, 
' Still, Attic fongfter ! to the liftning foul 
Thy Jtrain wall warblo gratitude and love !" 

. «5 I am happy»" faid Ambulator, €< you 
fa foon relieved me from the dread which 
t\\t wane of y0ut little poem had excited, 
o£ having my car tortured by the quaint 

. .. . recur* 
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recurrence of the fame tedious rhymes, I 
muft own, I confider the Sonnet as the on- 
ly fpecies of affe&ed verfification retained 
in ufe among us ; and I cannot but lament 
the growing popularity of a kind of poetry 
fo little congenial with the genius of our 
language." 

* c And yet we have fome very beautiful 
compofitions in this ftile, of which/' faid 
I, Cf we may venture to prophecy, the En- 
glifli language will never ceafe to be proud : 
— The elegiac fqn nets I mean of Char- 
lotte Smyth." 

<c True, but they arc condemned, you 
know, by the critics as illegitimate: 
though, according to my opinion, they 
owe much of their beauty to the glorious 
crime — if fuch it be to burft the unnatural 
fetters of arbitrary authority, and exext the 
ftee-born energies of the foul. — For my 
own part, I only lament that this Phi- 
lomela of the Mufe's grove has not been 

taore 
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more frequent in her tranfgreffions ; and I 
dare appeal to any perfon of real tafte and 
feeling whether fome of her latter compo- 
fitions, in which fhc has fubjugated her 
fancy to the pedantic laws of criticifm, 
have not loft by that means a part of their 
touching excellence."* 

fC But furely," replied I, " you will al- 
low that there are fome advantages in con- 
fining thefe little compofitions, which con- 
lift of a (ingle thought, within a particular 
compafs, as it reftrains the indulgence 
of a propenfity, too often fatal to poetic 
genius, that of amplifying an idea to fa- 
tiety." 

" I wifh," rejoined my friend, " the rea- 
Jon were never forgotten in the practice* 
But it is evident that many writers dilate 
their thoughts for the mere purpofe of 
fuelling them to the given bulk of four- 
teen lines. There are few in whofe hands 

. • Fpr a further criticifm on thefe unrivalled little 
poems, fee the appendix, 

an 
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an individual thought does not lofe fome 
of its grace and energy before it is fo far 
extended. Be this as it will, I diflike the 
quaint formality of the legitimate fonnet ; 
and as the couplet (which is too (lately in 
its march for thefe playful cxqurfions) 
would not be found more graceful, I fee, 
for my own part, no choice for the fonnet. 
writer, but between blank verfe and th$ 
elegiac ftanza." 



BERMONDSEr. 



BeRMONDSET church-yard, to which 
we were now arrived, has perhaps the le&ft 
pidturefque beauty to boaft, of any one in 
. the environs of London. The graves arc 
fcattered in the utmoft diforder, and not 
an yew tree fpreads over them its funereal 
(hade, nor a blade of grafs, fcarcely, man- 
tles 
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tics the dreary foil. So that if it can afford 
any fatisfadtion to the dead (as the elegiac 
poets would lead one to fuppofe) to have 
u the green turf lie lightly on the , bread;' 
one would never wifli to be buried in Ber- 
mondfey church yard. In (hort, nothing 
but profpefts of difguft, to the eye of any 
one but an antiquarian, are to be met with 
in this miferable part of the town : thougU 
the feveral ruinous remains, patched with 
brick work and plafter, to yield a mifta- 
ble fhelterfor the labourers and mechanics 
whp ttdminiftcr to the luxuries of this gay 
irfetropolis, fufficiently (hew that it was 
once a place of fomc ftrength and import- 
ance : a ftately portion, perhaps, of the 
ancient feat of British empire ; it being a 
fea well known to the antiquaries that 
the original London flood on this fide of 
the Thames. 



TBI 
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THE ROAD. 



HAVING left Bermondfey and its ami-. 
qui ties behind us, we might now deem 
ourfelves out of that huge chaos of towns 
and villages, generally huddled together 
in the common appellation of London; 
and while contemplating the diftant prof- 
peft of green-fwelling hills, that rushed 
immediately upon our view, and enjoying. 
the enfranchifement of vifion from the 
dull captivity of brick walls and fquare 
panes of glafs, we were hot a little pleafed 
to obferve the road fo free from duft, and 
all the concomitant inconveniences fo hof- 
tile to the eyes and feet of the pedeftrian. 

In short, we found more reafons to be 
fatisfied with the ftatc of the weather than 

had 
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had at firft occurred to us : for (whatever 
may be the tafte of thofe lovers of gentle ex- 
erafe, who, like the deities of ancient 
Greece, or the fpe<flres of modern Caledo- 
nia, perform theif evolutions, cc Smooth, 
ff gliding without ftep," or enjoy the 
fragrancy of country, air, according to 
the quaint defcription of my brother 
Simon, shut up in glafs cafes, with var- 
nished covers over their heads, like prepa- 
rations of fluffed monfters in the cabinet 
of the natural hiftorian), the cool fober 
veil occafionally curtaining the horizon, 
will be found quite as agreeable to thofe 
philofophers whofe rambles are performed 
by the mere fridlion of their joints, and 
the vulgar exertion of mufcular fibre, as 
all the glories of the noon-tide azure, with 
its fplendid accompaniments of clouds of 
dujl and tinmitigatedfim-beams. 

TBI 
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THE COTTAGES. 



HAVING turned into a foot-path lead- 
ing acrofs fome fields, we arrived prefently 
in fight of a little wooden pile, of neat 
but fimplearchiie&ure, pleafantly fituated 
,on the margin of a brook, and in the eye 
of one of thofe well-built and well-pro* 
portioned edifices with which the correct 
tafte of city Opulence loves to hedge in 
the dufty roads that environ the metro- 
polis. 

This fimple little pile might, by its 
appearance, have been originally built for 
•a ladlarium > (a place of falubrious refrefli- 
ment I am forry to fee baniflied from the 
neighbourhood of our extending capital) j 
but it is flow divided into three or four 

vol, i. I decent 
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decent cottages, which, though confifting 
of no more than two fmall cabins each* 
are neverthelefs healthy, from their fitua- 
tion, and large enough for felicity, if In- 
nocence and Good-humour dwell but un- 
der their lowly roofs: 

What needs the lofty.viulted dome* 
Where Grandeur draws the breath of pride; 

Or fpacious grove's exotic gloom, 

Where labour's} ftreama are taught to glide F 

What needs the fplendid couch of ftate ? 

Its filken hangings ? beds of down f 
Or piks of herald* fculptiir'd pjate, 

That oft the w r afteful table crow* 2 

On his hard palate ftretch'd,at eve, 

See labour's opiate lull thefwainl 
Or fee him pleas 'd, at noon, receive 

With grateful heart, his viands plain ! 

What is it, then, Ye great ones fay— — 

Your oftcntation would impart, 
That may not gild the ruftic day, 

And cheer the peafant's honeft heart ? 

li't Health (her cheeks with rofesfpread)? 

Or Joy that gilds the favour'd mind? 
Lo I thefe, beneath the lowlieft fhed, 

The honeft ruftic knows to find ! 
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Hitnafrow cabin* not etclude 

The gucft your fpacious chambers woo V 

Nor homely walls, however rude, 
Shut beauteous fplendor from his view : 

Bor, wafted on the zephyr's wing, 

Free thro' his open cafement glides 
The rofyn>mph, while perfum'd Spring: 

Around in cheerful pomp prefides* 

And, as for blifs! —What is it ? Say 

Ye who" the palm of knowtedge claim 
If e'er with man 'twere known to ilray: 

Whatis't but Virtue's other name ? 



It may, perhaps, be fuppofed that the 
fields we were now traverfing are but little 
calculated to infpire fuch refle&ions ; and 
the wits and critics may be inclined to 
thirik a Btertnoridfey paftoral no iriiproper 
mark for the ihafts of their ridicule. But 
he is neither fit for the fphere of Parnaflus 
nor of the tirorld, wlio cannot u parcel 
w imperfedtions with his thoughts/' and 
give to every objeft fbmethihg more of 
beauty of excellence than it intrinfically 
poffefles in the eye of critical enquiry, 
Befides, this outlet of the town having 
1 2, been 
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been lefs the objed: of extenfion arid im- 
provement than the other environs, the 
fcenery around retains more of the ruftic 
than any I remember fo clofe to the me- 
tropolis. And though Simplicity and ru- 
ral Innocence may have little connection 
with this part of the world, I can never 
help admiring the negle<5ted neighbour- 
hood, where decent Poverty may find fo 
many comfortable retreats, be hid from 
gazing fcorn, and enjoy a purer gale than 
the choaked city can afford. 

Far, far away, ye little homely (beds f 
Far from this period be the baneful hour 

When proud Improvement thro 1 the region fpreadf, 
Builds o'er each fpot, and fells each luflic bower ! 

Here (till may honed Induftry retreat, 
Here Poverty ftill breathe the untainted gale, 

The rude ear liften to the carol fweet, 

And join the drain the vernal year to hail ! 

Here may the lark (for here the lark ftill fings) 

And Philomel (for Philomel is here 
And oft what time her plaint of forrow rings 

Thro' the lone flirubbery, foothti my penfive ear.} 

Here 
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Here may the latk, and Philomela'* (train, 
(Joy's gaycft note and forrow'i fweeteft flow !) 

One roufe to labour ftill the lowly fwain, 
One foothe till dumber fteeps his weary brow. 

Nor let refining Grandeur grudge this fpot*— 
This aook obfcure to Indigence and Toil, 

Where humbly boding to their abje& lot* 
Health yet may cheer them with her blooming, fmile I 



It has been, I know, very much the fa- 
ffiion of late to cry out againft thefe little 
habitations (efpecially when they prefume 
to approach more {lately buildings) as nui- 
fances to the neighbourhoods in which 
they ftand. And not among the leaft 
cruel of the practices by which the higher 
orders of fociety among us wantonly, and 
with impunity, opprefs the poor,, is the 
modern tyranny of exterminating, from 
the vicinity of each proud manfion, the 
inhabitants of thefe humble ftieds*. 

If a Gentleman! (for fuch is the title 

with which We perverfely dignify every 

two legged being whom fortune has efe-, 

vated above the. common feelings of hu,. 

1 3 * inanity): 
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manity) purchafes a fmaff eftate; or Cartes 
aleafeofany antiquated manfion, almoft 
the firft ftep he take* cowards accomptifli- 
ing his proje&ed improvements, is to 
level the furrounding cottages to- the 
ground, amd drive the wretched 1 inhabit- 
ants from the fpot, dear to them, perhaps, 
from the remembrance of their own in- 
fantile (ports, or from the comforts it has 
afforded to their little families. 

But the flavifh maxims of the age have 
forbidden a tongue to the attachments or 
the necefftties of the poor ; or if heart-felt 
anguilh fhould fometimes force a mur- 
mur, Grandeur and Opulence have no lei- 
fure for their complaints. The imperious 
lord is not content with his own fuperio- 
rity : he envies the poor peafant (by the 
fweat of whofe brow he eats) even the 
wretched offal of his own induftry. Air 
and the cheerful verdure of the field are 
luxuries too great for Poverty: or, per- 
haps, his tender feelings cannot endure the 

fight 



fight of fiidt wretchectaefe ; and he finds 
extermination lefs axpenfive than relief. 

Whatever be the caufe, the poor inha- 
bitant is driven from his cottage, from hi* 
little garden^ aad his bubbling fpring, to 
fcek, perhaps, a tfviferable habitation with* 
in the fmoky confines of fome increafing 
town ; where, among narrow lanes, houfe 
crowding upon houfe, and every floor, 
every room containing its feparate family, - 
he is doomed to fee the once cleanly part- 
ner of his joys and cares, who had ufed 
by her induftry to affift his own, compel- 
led to dedicate her whole inceffant labour 
to fruitlefs efforts for the prefervation of 
a fufficient degree of cieanHhefs in her 
family to prevent the contagious ap- 
proaches of difeafe :— he is doomed, in 
all probability, to behold* ttiofe infants 
who, with health and cheerfulnefs painted 
on their cheeks, could ftretch their little 
limbs in harmjefs gambols among the 
fields flowers with which jhey loved to # 
decorate their fun-burnt bofoms, now 

droop* 
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drooping and inactive, confined within ar 
narrow fmoky room, and tied, perhaps,, 
(for dread of accident) to a chair; there 
to languiflv into decrepitude, leaning the 
palid* wafted cheek upon the {houlder^ 
till friendly death relieves them from the: 
gloomy profpedt of helplefs manhood. 

/ Shame upon thee, unfeeling grandeur £ 
If the fpreading branches of thy pride af- 
ford not fhelter to the lowly,, ufeful fhrub* 
that fpring by nature round thee,, what is% 
thy worth to. man.? If thyjruitle/s- boughs* 
fpread defolation o'er the trad they coyer,, 
Reafon cries out to § fell thee, to the earth.. 
Be wife, then, learn, humanity in. time,, be- 
fore the indignation, of mankind (whofe.. 
patience, like his powers, is limited) lay* 
the keen axe to the root, and.exclaim, wirhi 
uplifted arm ■ 

" WHY CUMBERETH IT THE GROUND ?** 

Such are the reflations that have re* 
peatedly agitated my mind, as I have 

ram- 
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rambled befide thefe little cottages ; and I 
now obfcrved, with no fmall fatisfa&ion, 
by the pleafure beaming in my friend's 
countenance, that they were not without 
their charms to him. 

« Ha!" exclaimed he— flopping (hort 
at the little ruftic bridge that crolfes the 
brook by which the gardens of thefe hum- 
ble cottages are watered — cc Ha !" repeated 
he, looking round with a fmile of compla- 
cency, <c what a pleating little fccne ! And 
fo near to London ! What a charming ob- 
ject muft thefe little cottages form from 
yonder manCon!" 

" And yet," faid I, " the mafter of that 
manfion may be dreaming, at this very 
hour, of fome project to level them with 
the ground. 

€C Charming! — No, no, my friend ! when 
once monopolizing luxury has arrived to 
the height at which we now behold it, no- 
thing has any charms in the eyes of thofe 

who 
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who riot in the abundance for which other* 
ftarve, but what refle&s upon their habi- 
tations fomethinglike correfponding gran- 
deur. 

u Cottages, my friend! in the prefent 
day, are confidered as the warts of the 
landfcape, which faftidious opulence is 
ever anxious to burn away. 

u And in the age of fentiment, too !•** 
Taftelefs depravity ! 

u Can afty thing more enrich w beau~ ! 
tify a Icene ? Or, rather, can any fcenery 
be complete without them ? 

"Independent of tfce pleafure which* 
the wealthy might derive from Encourag- 
ing the rnduftry, relieving the occafional 
diftreflcs, and contributing to the comfort ' 
and decency of the poor inhabitants of 
adjacent cottages ; — or, above all, from, 
providing, at a fmall expefice, for the cul- 
tivation of the minds of that fwarm of 

children^ 
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children which fuch little habitations ge- 
nerally pour forth — the ftate-predeftined 

heirs of almoft favage ignorance ! In^ 

dependent of thefe confiderations, upon 
which the divine (could he but awhile 
forget his own abje& dependence upon 
flattered greatnefs) might fo properly ex- 
patiate — can any thing form a more de- 
lightful contrail to the ftately pile whofe 
ornamented pillars are hewp from the coft- 
ly treafures of the quarry^ the furrounding 
groves, the fpacious walks, the laboured 
itream, the Attic ternple, and the decorating 
ftatue, and all the fplendid works of tafte 
and magnificence, than the humble thatch, 
covered, perhaps, by the mantling vine, 
the little cafement, the ruftic wicket, and 
the fence of gofs or ozier that fecures a few 
potrherbs from invading cattle? Can any 
.thing more enliven the fcene than the 
pranks of ruddy infants, poured from be- 
neath the lowly roof? the whittle of the 
iiQneft hulbandman, trudging cheerfully 
to his toil at morn ? or his plodding gait, 
at evening, when, wearied with his daily 

talk, 
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taflc, propping his fteps upon the crooked 
ftaff, fnatched promifcuoufly from the ad- 
jacent thicket, he returns contentedly 
home, and fmiles to fee the little column 
of fmoke circling from his chimney, which 
betokens the preparation for his homely 
repaft ? 

But purfe^proud Grandeur is not without 
a plea for its infenfibility : and ftern- 
browed Juftice, armed with her two edged 
fword, but robbed of her equal balance, is 
brought forward to be the executioner of 
wanton Tyranny. 

" Thefe cottagers, we are told, are thieves, 
and be, therefore, who routs the greatejt num- 
ber of them away, is confequently the bej! friend 
to the neighbourhood: — That is to fay, to the 
gentry of the neighbourhood: for though 
the poor and common people may out- 
number thefe gentry ten to one, yet thefe 
are no more to be taken into the account 
when any thing with a bit of filk about ic 
talks of neighbourhood^ than the hedges that 

fence 
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fence the fields, or the ftones and gravel 
that compofe the road. 

<c And are they thieves, then ? — Arethefe ~ 
poor wretches thieves? 

cc Shame on their difhonefty ! rude and 
untutored as they are ! — deprefled, ne* 
gledted, purpofely confined in ignorance ! 
—Shame on their difhonefty ! 

c< While Placemen and the tools cf Place- 
men plunder the realm by wholefale, and 
with the profits of their rapine, purchafe 
• of pretended reprefentatives the permiiiion 
to plunder us ftiii more : and enflave us 
— rob us of the liberty of reafoning into 
the bargain! — Shame on thefe low-born, 
half-ftarved cottage Wretches! — While 
mighty * * * *s, and descendants from the 
baftard blood of* * * *s, rob us by L* * * *rs 
p * * * * t — fufFer not a coal to blaze within 
our grates, or an a&ion to be brought for 
the recovery of a juft debt, till they have 
levied contribution upon us! — (hall low 
vol. u K plebeians> 



H 
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plebeians, — vulgar, bafc born hinds, born in 
the pale of matrimonial beggary, dare to 
violate the facred fenqes of their mailers ? 
— -and when the (harp biting winter freezes 
their joints, and the fcanty earnings of 
their induftry will fcarcely furnifh them 
with fo much food as may keep life and 
foul together, (hall they prefume to fnatch 
a wretched (lake from him who wallows in 
indulgence, to make a little fire in their 
crazy cabbins, that they may not "retire with 
joints quite benumbed to the poorly-co- 
vered bed ? 

« But the language of the fatyrift 
breathes but too corre&ly the adlive fenti- 
ment of mankind. 

11 tfeggars of every age and nation, 
u Are rogues and fools from (ituation ; 
41 The rich and great are under flood 
*' Tobcofcourfe both wife and good." 

CliU& CHILL* 
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REWARDS OF USEFUL 1NDUSTRK 



"BELIEVE roe thispidureofopprek 
fion is by no means exaggerated. Heaven 
and the provinces of Britain bear me wit- 
nefs > there are many of the induftrious 
poor, in this rich and flourifhing country, 
whofe utmoft exertions,, during the winter 
feafon, eannot procure for themfelves and 
families, above five or fix (hillings a week 
—There are numbers of poor women, even 
in provincial towns and cities, wh6 drag 
out the whole period of their cxiftence, 
without intermiffion, over a wheel, and are 
obliged, every morning of their livss, to 
earn their folitary penny, and take their 
work to their employer, before they can 
eat a breakfaft; and fo on, through life,, 
for each fucceffive meaL 

«• Nay, 
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u Nay, to fo wretched a condition were 
the inhabitants of a particular diftrift in 
North Wikfliire reduced, during the long 
continuance of fevere weather a few win- 
ters ago, that a whole village was in the 
utmoft danger of ftarving, had not a 
wealthy farmer humanely given up his 
extenfiye fields of (heep turnips, upon which 
the poor wretches for awhile fubfifted. — 
Shame! fhame upon fuch wretches ! how 
dare they to rob ?" 

u Humanity, indeed ! replies Ambula- 
. tor, with fomething between a fneer and 
a fmile. " You know J am not very apt 
to be cenforious; nor would I willingly, 
without a proper objedfc for my fecurity, 
ftrip a good a&ion of its g lofting oiitfide to 
(hew the deformity of a lurking motive :>but 
you muft pardon me : I know a little of the 
humane feelings of a monopolizing farmer 
towards the poor wretches who furround, 
and occafionally work upon his farm. 

« While 
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** While lands were rented out in fmall 
proportions, indeed* the mailer and the 
labourer were near enough to a level to> 
iympathife in. each other's misfortunes; 
and the reciprocity of kindnefs might be 
rationally expected; but now that one. 
opulent individual (a farmer, perhaps i in no- 
thing but the employment of his capital) 
grafps whole diftrifts in one concern* po- 
licy may fometimes di&ate relief, but hu* 
manity, my friend ! is referved for, his fa* 
. mily. and co-equals. , 

f f< Your benevolent farmer; perhaps*, 

[ rented almoft the whole parifh, and con* 
fequently.rauft have borne the incumbrance 

| hadtfhefe poor wretches become chargea* 
ble to the workhoufc. By letting- his hu- 
manity, therefore, difpofe of his fheep-tur- 
.nips, he, in fa£t, took them to a good mar*. 

; itet, and fheltered himfelf, by his generqfilyt 
from a heavier contribution. 

<* The fyftem, my friend ! the-iyftem is 

alone to blame, .which throws every advan- 

K 3 tag* 
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tage into the hands of the wealthy few, 
at the expence of the entire depreflion of 
the many. This it is that caufes the dif- 
trefs: and the humanity of fending our 
fellow-creatures to graze in herds upon 
fheep-turnips is but the fecondary cffccSt. i 

i 

ff But we are told by thofe who digefl: 
the plenteous meal with generous port or 
claret, that c every thing goes well with 
us,' and that c we want no reformation/ 



u And yet had every man — tell me ye 
cafuifts in political humanity — had every 
man the weight proportioned to his real 
importance in the ftate — were freemen 
freely reprefented — had every one who has 
an interefi y a voice alfo in the rcprefentation, 
would the mofi important part of the com- 
munity be thus neglefled B and defpifed ? 
Would not thofe, on the contrary, who on 
each returning or alternate year fhould 
feel the importance of every peafafrt's 
voice, be neceffarily prompted to favour 
fuch regulations aslhould refcue this de- 

prefled 
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prefled and defpifed order of our brethren 
from the mortifying neceflity of foliciting t 
as a favour, their (hare of the common ban- 
quet with the beafts of the field." 

"Hu(h! hufh! my friend !" .exclaim- 
ed I, " fupprefs this freedom of fpeech f 
and remember 

THE ASSOCIATION! 

c< The fervors of patriotic humanity, and 
the confidence of friendflup muft np: 
longer be indulged, fince confederated 
placemen invite us to turn informers/' 



THE ELDER TREE. 



* PRAY/* fays Ambulator, after a long 
paufe, as we were palling a neat looking 
ttoufe, pleafantly embowered with lay locks 

and 
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and elders, "what is your opinion of the 
elder tree? Is it not ftrange, confidering 
its beauty and utility, that it is held in fo 
little eftimation?" 

* I am really of that opinion," replied 1 ' 
I. n For its colour is perhaps one of the 
moft pleafant of the whole clafs of arbo- 
refcent greens: in fpring it delights us 
with the luxuriance of its fnowy bloflbms,. 
and in autumn its purple clutters throw a 
deep pitfurefque fhadow over the clumps 
in which it is planted, which gives art ad- 
ditibnal variety to the rich diverfities of 
hue natural to the foliage of thatfeafon.. 
Nor will gratitude for the bounties of na. 
ture permit us, when- this" fubjecl is on the 
carpet, to forget the excellent beverage 
which the houfewife knows how to draw 
from thefe humble berries ; and whofe 
cheering warmth has fo often, in my in- 
font years, given charms to. the hilarity, of 
a Chriftmas night. 



A 
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. cc Pardon the digreffion, my friend ! but, 
methinks, I fee the long-fcattered family 
once more aflembled round the focial 
hearth. The grave gives up its dead 
to my fond imagination, and the wings of 
. time have floped a backward courfe of 
tvyenty years ; and again, while infant ex- 
pectation beams in my own and each fra- 
ternal eye, the little knot of friends (the 
Failure of whofe periodical vifits wQuldhave 
changed a feftival into a day of mourning) 
pafs round the good-natured jeft, recal the 
fports and paftime* of their youth, or look 
forward to the profpe&s and hopes of our 
diftan t manhood. I fee, in the mean time* 
the afliduous houfewife, boaftful, like the 
Vicar's Dame, of the ftrength and flavour 
of her liquor, pouring to each the reeking 
iflicy gotylpt,;— I Jfejcthe kftid attentions— , 
J rfoear. the good-humoured repartees— *I 
feel again the fond embrace of a father, 
who xuft lived Ipngenqugh for me to know 
Jus wo*th, #nd left jne young enough to 
jhaye eye/y rea(oij .that a fon could have to 
lament a parenp-s lo& 
_ ' « And 
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u And thou, too, poor Belmourf poor 
maniac vi&im of a father's tyranny— 
thou, too, wert often a ftiarer of the fcene — 
a chearful partaker of all my childifh tranf- 
ports : and little did I think, while enjoy- 
ing thy mifchievous vivacity, that thou, of 
all , the gay , companions of my youth* 
fhouldft have prefented the heaxt-rending 
monument of woe with which my feelings, 
have fo recently beea wounded." 



THE 8KK 



IN this kmd c(f convention did w* 
haften along a road, which had nothing 
in itfelf to challenge our attention* or 
amufe the length of the way. The hori- 
zon, however, began to aflume fbme of 
thofe beauties, which in changeable and 
cloudy weather ace £b frequent in 

our 
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our climate. The fombre veil that ha4 
formerly covered the whole face of hea- 
ven was rent afunder ; and feveral maffes 
of heavy clouds were retiring behind us; 
while thofe towards the oppofite boundary 
of vifion, fcattering, as they retired, fretted 
the blue expanfe with a conftant fuccef- 
fion of little variegated waves, like the 
veins one fometimes obferves diffufed, 
with beautiful irregularity, through fome 
curious fpecimen of polifhed marble. 

« Let the Italians/' faid I, " boaft of 
their glowing azure,- and their cloudlefs 
(kies; I cannot, for my part, form any 
conception that fuch fplendid uniformity 
can deferve comparifon with the pi&u- 
rdque varieties of a Britifh horizon ; whofe 
fogs and mifts, though they fometimes ob- 
fcure the face of day, yet more frequently, 
fhifting and curling themfelvcs into a thou- 
fand gay and fantaftic lhapes, prefent, at 
every fucceffive moment, fome new ob- 
ject of contemplation and delight to the 
creative eye of Fancy, 

But 
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But the fcene is changed ; and the topo- 
grapher muft, for awhile, take plate of the 
fentimental admirer of pidurefque beauty. 



DEPTFORD. 



1HIS town (originally called Weft 
Greenwich, — Deptford, being the name of 
the hundred in which it ftands,) has in one 
refped, fome little claim to peculiarity. 

Other places in the "neighbourhood of 
our great turnpike roads, generally difplay 
but a dull and unpidurefque appearance 
by the way fide ; but frequently reward the 
lover of rural fcenery, who not fatisfied 
with the knowledge to be gained from inn- 
houfe figns and direding polls, takes the 
trouble to deviate from the road, that he 

may 
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may obferve their more retired graces. 
Deptford, however, is a rural beauty, or^ 
to fpeak more corre&ly, a Water Nymph, 
of a lefs coy defcription; who yields the 
whole of her charms, fuch as they are, to 
the firft public gaze, and referves only dif- 
appointment for thofe whofe curiofity may 
defire a more intimate acquaintance. 

* XhU.tQwnjs fupated in the county of 
.Kent, 311ft upon the borders of Surrey, into 
.which,* indeed, a part of its prefent build- 
Jngs are extended, atfd is about four miles 
from London bridge. It f was anciently a 
place of feme ariftocratical;diftin<aion: 
having asaftle in the time of .William the 
Conqueror, in the poffeflion of one of the 
noble captains of ,that , i^rman Banditti, 
■who fwept away our liberties and inftitu^ 
tions before them, and left us only a herd 
of pompous titles in return. Of this, how- 
ever, any more than of the noted manfion 
of Saye's court, there are now no veftiges 
remaining. In matters of more real im-. 
portance, however, I mean in point of com- '". 
vox. 1* L mercc 
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merce and population, it is of much more 
confequencc at prefent ; having, befides the 
royal dock, in the various departments of 
which above a thoufand men are faid to 
*be conftantly employ ed r a great number of 
private dock yards, which muft give em- 
ployment to innumerable hands. It has 
been accordingly, fo much enlarged within 
this century, that it was found neceffary to 
eredl another church, which is a tolerably 
fpacious, and, by fome efteemed, a hand- 
fome building;- This approbation is un- 
doubtedly, in fome degree, due to the in- 
ternal ftru&ure, which conftitutes an ob- 
long, and, indeed, approaches to a perfetf, 
fquare ; the roof of which is fupported by 
ftrong Attic columns, whofe Corinthian ca- 
pitals, together with the fculptured orna- 
ments of the ceiling, give a degree of re- 
lief, of which, upon the whole, it certainly 
-ftands very much in need : being, like the 
generality of the labours of modern archi- 
tecture, rather unpieafantly heavy. This, 
in the prefent cafe, arifes, in fome mea- 
£ure, from the want of a degree of loftineft 

pro- 
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proportionate to the magnitude and appa- 
rent folidity of the pile : a fault, which i* 
obfervable in feveral of our churches; and 
which arifes, perhaps, in fome meafure, 
from the real altitude of the pillars, and 
other parts of the building being difguifed 
by the pews and partitions, which (however* 
they may prefferve inviolate the decent piety 
ef the higher orders of fociety from the 
grofs and intrufive mixture of plebeian 
devotion) deform, in no inconfiderable de- 
gree, the internal beauty of edifices of this 
defcription. But as our architects are ap* 
prifed of this circumftance, they ought ta 
accommodate their plans accordingly. 

Nor does the plain Tufcan (haft of the 
pillars a little encreafe the apparent heavi* 
nefs of this building; while, at the fame 
time it deftroys the harmony of the whole. 
The maffive fimplicity of the unfluted pil- 
lar according but ill with the florid em- 
bellishment of the acanthus with which it 
is crowned. 

L 2 Witl> 
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• With refpeft to the outfide of this 
church, heavinefs is a ft ill more prepon- 
derating feature ; and the projecting ftrit- 
ta, dividing the pilafters at, the corners 
into a variety of fmall compartments, 
(a^ fpecies of ornament to which. pu,ir ar- 
chitects feem very much attached) to mc 
are perfe&ly difgufting. 

* .....' * 

The fpire is lofty ; and thofe who are 
pleafed with thefe Grecian Gothicifms, 
or Gothic Greciifini, may call it hand- 
fome. But, according to my judgment; 
this ornament, which conftitutes fo con- 
fiftent a part of the Gothic : edifice, is fo 
little accordant with Attic tafte, that it is 
wonderful when this latter ftile of architec- 
ture was adopted, that the tower, or cupola, 
was not univerfally fubftituted in its place: 
efpecially, as the original purpofe of this 
lofty appendage to the facerdotal building 
(the elevation, I fuppofe, of the Chriftian 
fymbol) is now forgotten, and the .only 
ufe of thefe coftly excreflences . is to (hew 
us which way the wind blows. 

Facing 
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* Pacing one- of the gates of Aii/tffew^h- 
yard is a range of cpmfof table alms-houfes; 
belonging to the Trinity-houfe, forming;? 
fpacious fquare, in the centre of which itf 
a ftatue of the principal benefactor, Cap- 
tain Richard* Maples*, in the drefs of 
the age heUived in; (A<D. «i68o);~arid 
which/ in the eye of modern taftV,; is ji~ 
diculous enough: efpccially in the 'ar- 
ticle of periwig — whofe peaked elevation 
above the head 1 may be. rated, at four or 
five inches*. 

l^ptHing can be a^ greater" probf of :qu^ 
dfefcliheof tafte arid good fenfe in the;£r- 
ticfe of dreffc in ttiefeages of modern im^ 
provement % than that every, iaihioji of re- 
cent periods becomes dif^uftmg ;p! pur eyes ; 
as fdbn as it is laid afidfe^ wKile'tte^fe. 
and fimgle draperies orahtiquit^ftn|J$gb- . 
tinue to HefigKt us, andimpfefs^t^fii- 
tisfadlion' every beholder, ifipm the fopjfod : 
the clown, to the man of getiuifie * tfaff £ and , 
undei (landing. - ^ ...,-. 
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On the infide of the gateway, to the 
right hand, is alfo an infeription inform- 
ing us, that the inheritance of the land 
upon which thefe houfes (land, was be- 
queathed by Sir Richard Browne, of Saye'$ 
Court, Knight and Baronet, in the year 
1672. 

There is, alfo, another range of alms- 
houses belonging to the fame charitable 
corporation, which we are informed by 
the infeription, were founded in the fif- 
teenth century, for the reception of de- 
cayed matters of fhips, and their widows; 
and rebuilt, with the addition of five 
houfes, making in all, tweqty-fix, in 1782* 

Adjoining to thefe is the old church 5 
of the antiquity of which, indeed, no vef- 
tigc but the tower is now. remaining- 
The mod remarkable parts of this flruc- 
ture are the finely executed fculptures of 
human fculls, which, with crowns of lau- 
rel embracing them, decorate the gateway 
of the church yard; and which, indeed, 
j arc 
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are executed with the moil beautiful and 
anatomical accuracy. 



A DIGRESSION FOR THE ANATOMISTS* 



1 N the pleafure, however, with which I 
contemplated thefe obje&s, the fine ladies 
and the petit maitres may be fo far from 
participating, that I am doubtful whether 
I ought not to affix: a fmelling bottle at 
the bottom of the page, to revive their 
fainting fpirits ; opprefled (perad venture) 
by the bare mention of fuch hideous ob^ 
je&s. For me, however, the terrors and 
prejudices inculcated by that venerable old 
lady, my grandmother, are all (likeherfelf) 
forgotten ; the calm philofopby, — or, as Mr. 
Gibbon expreffes it, the ^ cold iariari/y, of 
the anatomift," has f (icceeded in my mind ; 

and 
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and the various operatipns of Nature pre- 
fent nothing but beauty to my lenfes ;— 
command my reflc&ions, and awaken my 
admiration. 

Who can behold great Nature's awful face,' 
Her form majeftic, and her varied grace ; — 
S«tkroughtmd« air yon orb refulgent ftray, ' 
And pour on failing realms the flood of Day; 
Or when ftili Night Becalms the penfive foul, 
See diver lamps in coundeft myriads roll ;— 
Mark heaving Ocean, while his tempefts roar, 
Or the flow lapfe Aeals murmuring from the more ;<**- 
See -Eeitb's- broad bafom, with perennial pride* 
With various (lores her various race provide; 
• Or mark, while-round thefe obvious- (lores (he deals t * 
What fecret ftores^her verdant robe- conceals :— 
Who the fe can view.?— Nay 4 who. the turf, trie flower' 
That decks the field, or fe'ents tne mantling bowerj— t - 
The fmalleft iofetVtenant oftthe fprfng ." '1 » ! 

That creeps on earth, or buztcs on l«he wjuig,. 
Who can behold — and blind to Reafon's laws, 
Not mount to THEE? thou FIRST At-MIGHTY CAUSE! 

But, if bold Science. bee afli (lance lend — 
If to her deep recefres we defcend— 
If there the tome myfterious we explore, 
Of Nature'i genuine theologic lore* • . ? 

What wider fields of wifdom and delight 
Unfold their teautic* to o«r ravifh'd fight! 
Thro' which, with reverent wonder, we purfue* 
Creftiian's courfe, and Heaven's own footOepa view ! 
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.- ' It may juftly be ofcferved, th*£ the higher 
we fpar in thefe contemplations— the more 
complicated the objed of our examination 
mayappcar, the more forcibly it proclaims 
the wifdom of its Author ; and the more 
irrefiftibly are we compelled to admire the 
fimplicity of operation, on which all true 
fublimity depends ; and which, in the mtdft 
of variety and apparent complication, 
never fails to prefent itfelf to the fcientiflc 
eye. This is particularly evident with 
refped to the form and organization of 
man ; the fublimeft of all the works of 
creation with which our fenfes can have 
any. intercourfe; and offering to the ftudent 
of nature the moft awful, and the mod 
beautiful objeds of meditation that cam 
poflibly amufe his imagination, or employ 
his ferious thoughts. 

This even the elegant votary of the 
polite arts will be ready enough to de- 
clare; and, as far as the ftudy is conneded 
with bis profefliQn, which ^dwells princi- 
pally upon the lines and proportions of 

the 
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the exterior frame, the world at large will 
be equally inclined to allow. But the pre- 
judices of mankind, ftrengthened as they 
have been, in every age, by the delufions 
of fuperftitioh, and the terrors of mortal- 
ity, have prevented them from aflenting 
to the propofition in its full extent ; and 
nothing but images of horror and deform- 
ity are ridiculoufly aflbciated with that 
enquiry into the laws of human economy*, 
tfrhich withdraws the beauteous veil that 
Nature has fpread around her operations* 
and lays bare to fcientific view, the laws. 
and myfteries of her nobieft workman- 
fhip. 

To* the confideration of one of the moft 
important of thefe laws I was now con- 
ducted, by contemplating the obje&s be- 
fore me: that law, I mean, by which flic 
proportions the ftrength of any part to the 
dangers to which it is expofed ; and mul- 
tiplies the fecurities around every organ, 
in proportion to its fiifceptibility of injury, 
and its importance to the frame. Of this 

we 
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we have linking inftances in the three 
great vital organs (the heart, the brain and 
the lungs) upon the difcharge of whofe 
fun&ions, and the exiftence of the moft 
perfedt harmony between them, depend, 
not the health and comfort only, but the 
abfolute vitality of the frame/ 



See where the heart, life's awful refervoir ! 
That pours to every part the vital ftore, — 
j Great feat of Paflion, at whofe proud controul 

f . Or flow, or wild the purple torrents Toll ■ ■ . 

I (Now thrilling quick when, all the foul 00 fir©, 

f - Eyes the bright nymph, and pants with warm defire t 

I Now creeping flowly thro' the fluggifh vein* 

When chilling Fear, err drooping Sorrow reigns) ■ ■ ■ 
■ This awful power, on whom high heaven conferr'd 

j Of life's great charge the firft* i mportant third 1— — 

j Timid, and confeious of her charge, (he flies 

* T© pant and flutter far from human eyes ; 

I "While the foft lungs, in flexile membrane bound, 

j Like fond maternal wings embrace her round : 

And, while the current thro' each enannelt fwellt. 

Woo 

» " Thcfirjl important third." The circulation of the blood 
j being effential long before the functions of the lungs or brain 

*re requifite* 

+ M While the ' current thr^ each channel /wells. 9 In the 
human fubjeft, and all the moft perfect of the quadruped 

fpaci«s, 
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Woothe frefli zephyrs to their countlefs cells ; 
And, ere again the imprifon'd gales retire, 
Draw from ifceir fouls the pure electric fire* ' , « 

The electric fire the paffing ftreams impart ^ 
(Life's firft great mover) to the f welling heart* 
Should rude difafter thefe or that confound. 
Life and Life's hope fly rapid from the wound : 
Here 'fcape the currrents whence we life receive, 
The zephyrs there by which thofe currents live* 

But thefe to guard from ills that might alTail, 
■ Spread the ftrong ribs, their moving coat of mail. 
And ftrctcH'dVound/with Arbng, but flexile fweep, 
• At diftanfcVdue e'achcafaai da^f'keep. 

Nor lefs the brain — fair Reafon's awful (land ! 
Vvhdfe fubtile dictates all the frame command;' * 

** . -" '• y.i i'.-J- i '• ' Doem'd 

fpecies, the whole mafs of blood? -piScpip cyery circulatum 
through the lungs. --••••»., . 

+ «« Draw from their feuis the pure elefttujire." That the 
, air in pa fling through the lungs, lofes fome part of its elemen- 
tary compofitioh;is evident, becaufe, after it has»b?en refpired 
a given number of times, it is no longer fit for its purpofc of 
( fuftaining life ; becoming, in fact, lefs and lefs fit for that of- 
fice at every /epea^cd infj»ir,iition. 1 1 is equally evident from 
the changes taking place in the colour and properties of the 
blood, in its paflage through the pulmonary arteries, that 
fomething is imbibed from the air. Whether this be certain 
portions oftfee electric fluid, contained always in large quan- 
tities in the a^n/rfpheje, may, perhaps, be worth enquiry. 
The author hazards it only as a conjecture fumciently probable 
for the foundation of a poetical allufion. 



] 
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Doom'd each important function to fuftain; 
Myfterious " Lord of Pleafurc and of Pain," 
Of Reafon, Knowledge, Senfe's varied fway,' 
And Fancy's train— fanttftic, grave, or gay. 
i Where vibrates found, where fptendid Vifion lives, 

Where Tafte— where Smell her eflence all receives, 
And Touch, fine-thrilKng, each im predion gives f 
From this, when injur'd, all tumultuous fly 
I The wood'rous train of fudden Sympathy : # 

; The Lungs, the Heart, their functions each difclaim : 

Dies thro* each Nerve the paralytic frame I 

; But this to guard, with numerous joints f fuppljed, 

| Lo! in firm compact, fwells the creftcd pride, 

j Whofc lines prefcrib'd the fprcading evil bound, 

} When Force or Chance inflicts the dangerous wound* 

► • Thus (lands erect proud Man's fuperior race, 

j Secur'd by cautious Nature's partial grace : 

• * Fr*m this when injur'd," &c» The fyrapathy between 

the Brain, Heart, and Lungs has long engaged the attention 
of Phyfiologifts, it being evident, that no injury whatever 
can be done to the one without the others beiag immediately 

| affected* 

t « With numerous jtints fufiplici>" kc. The eipofed fili- 
ation of the head, and the importance and fenfibility of the 
organ it contains, necefTarily called for every poffible pre- 
i caution; and, accordingly, Nature has not only provided it 

f with bones of fuch ftreagth as forcibly to refift the violence 

j that may be offered it, but has alfo made a provision, by the 
many fmall portions into which thefe bones are divided, to 
prevent fuch wounds as may be inflicted from eafily extending 
to any confidcrablo length. 

M Etch 
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Each vital part, to guard life's (acred fire, 
Arm'd at all points, defies Misfortune's ire. 
But, ah ! in va T n : for Art, with cruel zeal, 
Delves the rent earth, and whets the vengeful fteel; 
Or, with invention's magic powers accurft, 
Bids from wrought tubes th' ignited malice bur ft 4 
Whence, low on Earth the glorious ftru&ure lays, 
J all'n in its ftrcngth, and ere its hour decays. 



TOPOGRAPHS 



DEPTFORD is divided into the up- 
per and the lower town. The road through 
the former, which is the one we were tra- 
velling, lies over a bridge (formerly of 
done, but rebuilt of later years with brick) 
which croffes the Ravenfbourn, a fmall ri- 
ver arifing between Hays and Kefton, near 
the weftern boundary of this county, and 
after a courfe of about ten or eleven miles, 
during which it is replenifhed with feveral 
ftill fmaller ftreams, emptying itfelf into 

the 
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the Thames, between Deptford and Green* 
wkh, exactly facing the Ifle of Dogs. The 
lower town is ranged on the banks of the 
Thames; and the road through it con- 
duits to the town of Greenwich, or, as it 
is ufually called by Topographers, Eafl 
Qreenwich; and thence to the noted town 
of Woolwich. 

It was hereabouts that the melancholy 
ingenuity of the bewildered, and unfortu^ 
nate Belmour (whofe fiory, as the reader 
will hereafter find, repeated accident gave 
fo confiderable a conne&ion with thefe 
rambles,) eluded my friendly attentions; 
and as the circumftance was naturally re- 
vived in my mind, by the fcehe with 
which it was accidentally conne&ed, our 
converfation immediately turned upon 
fuch circumftances of his hiftory as at 
this time had come within my knowledge. 
Thefe, however, fcarcely went farther than 
to fpecify that an affair of love was the 
fource of his misfortunes, and that the 
final refufal of his father's confent to his 
M 2 nuptials, 
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nuptials, after being long acquainted with 
the nature of his attachment, had termi- 
nated in the derangement of a mind ha* 
bituatcd even to a fuperftitious veneration 
for the paternal mandate. 



BLACKHEATB* 



lO which we now arrived, and whicfc 
lies on. the fummit of the hill to the fourh 
of Greenwich, is' one of thofe delightful 
eminences from which the eye difcovers: 
almoft every requifite of pidhirefque beau* 
ty : for though the foliage of tips fcene 
does not, at leaft, in my eyes, exhibit that 
vivid luxuriancy which diftinguifhes the 
groves and plantations in the little adjoin- 
ing county of Surrey, yet the abundance of 
handfome villas and elegant maniions that 
are fcattered about it, fo finely diverfify 
the home fcenery, that it is impoffible to 

regard 
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regard it without complacency $ and the 
extenfive prolpe&s it commands, cannot 
fail to delight the eye of every one who 
loves to' trace the mifty evanefcent land- 
Tcape till it fades and mingles with the 
diftant horizon. 

Nor are the beauties of this extenfive 
fcenery a little heightened by the fine 
bird's eye profpedl of London and its en- 
virons, whofe fpires and majeftic buildings 
piercing the ikies, and, above all, the mag- 
nificent dome of St. Paul's, rivet the eye 
in penfive admiration, and remind one of 
the power and opulence of the empire, 
whofe narrow boundaries (I fpeak of the 
natural boundaries of the parent ftate— 
the only profitable territory of any empire) 
can maintain the wafte and riotous con- 
fumption of fo immenfe a capital. 

But that which above all enriches rhe 
profpe&s from this place, and without 
which indeed no fcenery can ever be com- 
plete, is the water which rolling from the 
M 3 confines 
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confines of Gloucefterfhire to the ocean, 
and having paired and beautified the va- 
ried profpefts of Oxford, Abingdon, Wal- 
lingford, and Reading; Mario, Windfor, 
Hampton-Court, Richmond, and a variety 
of other fcenery, in ten different counties, 
here, in its paflage to the Nore, difplays 
its^ broad majeftic tide, burthened with 
mafled vefTels: thoufandsof which, moored 
in ordered ranks befide the fhore, plant 
the liquid clement with afpiring forefts; 
while others, fpreading their fwelling can- 
vas to the breeze, haften towards the fca— 
the vaft high road of univerfal wealth ; 
or, fraug?t with foreign traffic, fly with 
the ftores, and with the vices of the Uni- 
verfe, to this great mart of luxury and 
grandeur. 



NATIONAL 
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NATIONAL OP01ENC& 



I ES, it is true, at the fight of thefir 
great obje&s the imagination is apt to* 
become inflated: the big heart of Patriot 
Pride fwells in our bofoms ; and the de- 
luded mind is filled with nothing but 
fplendid images of Grandeur, Opulence, 
and Power ! — Fine words, it is true, for 
which, through the long fpace of many, 
many centuries, the peace and happinefs 
of the world has been difturbed ; Na- 
tion has vied with Nation in deftroying 
fury ; and thoufands— millions of jiriferya- 
ble wretches (who could reap . pothiijg 
from the ftruggle but the wounds with 
which it was maintained) have Ihed their 
life's blood in the field of {laughter. And 
yet, when properly confidered, what is 

their 
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their import ? — What are they but gilded 
baits, thrown by the artful anglers of Op- 
preflion, to catch the gudgeon Popularity, 
and enfnare the thoughtlefs vulgar to their 
tnifery and ruin ? 

Oh! that I could once hear fubftituted | 
forthefe high founding terms (by which 
the paffions and prejudices of mankind j 
have fo long been played upon), the neg- | 
lcdled terms Humanity ! Equal Justice! 
and General Happiness ! 

Statefmen may fneer, and politicians 
may conclude me mad : but, for my own 
parr, I cannot help thinking that, asTfo 
Nation^ is but a term by which all the in- 
habitants of a country are colle<5Hvely per- 
fonified, it is treafon to the Majefty of the 
People — blafphemy againft the facred 
names of Humanity and Common Senfe— 
to talk of any thing as a National Advantage 
by which the People at Large are not ab- 
folutely benefited. And I (hall not fcru- 
pie to avow that if, at any diftant period, 

place- 
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placemen and pensioner* Hiould become 
fo profligate, that fome thrice bought and 
fold male proftitutc, wallowing in th$, 
wealth acquired by the drudgery of half a 
century to each fucceflive ad mini ft rat ion, 
fhould dare, in open contempt to the im#> 
prefcriptible Rights of the oppreffed and 
lower orders of the community, to affirm, 
in any pretended Houfeof Reprefentatives*. 
that no reformation oughY to take place, 
while the higher and middle ranks of 
people (about a tenth part, at moft, of 
members of any ftate) enjoy the one fo 
much wealth and honour* and the other 
fo many comforts ; that fuch a wretch, in- 
ftead of being permitted to poifon the ear of 
Royalty with fuch damned herefies, would 
more deferve the punifhment of an igno- 
/minous exit, than any poor miferable 
wretch who ever expiated at Newgate, the 
crime to which the want of bread might 
have propelled him. ' 

What then ?— If the many were not ere* 
tied for the few> and the few to tyranniac 

over 
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Over the many— If the majority ofthe Na- 
tion are not to be confidered as forming- 
no part of that Nation — If the moft ufeftd 
members of fociety are not to be regarded' 
as unworthy of any /octal confidcration-^- 
what can be the meaning of thefe haugh^ 
ty terms ? 

Wealth ! Grandeur ! Power ! ! 

The JVeaUb of a. Nation, the majority of 
whofe members cannot, with their utmoft 
labour, procure the common comforts of 
life, ancL fet a joint of meat once a week 
before their hungry families t 

The Grandeur of * State, three fourths 
of whofe inhabitants are huddled together 
in wretched fmoky cabins, or ftiivering 
through the winter in rags and wretched- 
nefc! 

The Dignity of a People, who, to fupport 
the fplendor of a few oppreflbrs, graze 
Tike beads of the field upon flieep-turnips ; 

and 
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and bow to the party-coloured livery of 
fervitudc as a happy efcape from the 
-drudgery by which they cannot live ! 4 1 . 

As for the Power -of a State : I believe 
it is no hard matter to explain the mean- 
ing of this expreffion. Its evident inter- 
pretation being the ability of certain 
State Pageants, in whofe hands all power 
I vis concentrated, to opprefs and plunder 
I the people at large, whom itisxheir duty 
1 to protect *nd ferve. 

j In fliort, as the dignity and profperity 

of a Nation do ^not, according to mo- 
dern calculation, confift in the improved 
condition of the people, but in the child- 
ilh and expenfive fplendor of courts, in the 
pride and infolence of an overgrown no- 
bility, penfioned on the public purfe, and 
doubling the neceflary taxation ; and, 
above all, in the accumulation of wealth 
into a few hands, by which the prices of 

I all commodities, and confequently the ac- 

tual poverty and wretchednefs of the ma- 
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»y, are increafed — As this is palpably the 
mode of calculation it is no affe&ed arcti- 
thefis to declare that the flourishing gran- 
deur of a Country, is but another term for 
the depreffion and mifery of the people ; ' 
and that to fpeak of the expenfive luxury 
and refinements of the age, is but, with 
cruel irony, to remind us how many my- 
riads are deftitute of the common requi- 
sites for decency and comfort, and pining 
in the abfolute want of wholefome fufte- 
nance. 

How, then, can the real friend of his 
fpecies furvey the wide-ftretching Capital, 
the fatal monument of growing monoply, 
or behold, without a figh, thofe fleets which 
might have blefled the Country with an 
increafing diftribution of plenty and feli- 
city, but the channels of whofe wealth 
being flopped before they could divide 
themfelves into little ftreamlets, and com- 
municate a proportion of their bleffings to 
the lower orders of the ftatc, have only in- 
creafed 
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creafetf the real wretchcdnefs and poverty 
of ^iankind? Let us turn, then, from 
this overgrown Metropolis, its fpreading 
ftreets and rifing palaces; the trophies, if 
I may fo exprefs myfelf, of public mifery 
and oppreflion ; and contemplate the pic- 
ture fque home fcenery with which this 
garden of a heath abounds. 



INSTABILITY OF MAGNIFICENCE, 



I N fhort, Blackheath, though but about 
a mile in length; and fomewhere about 
two in width, is fo cluttered with gentle- 
men's feats and other pleafant edifices, that 
the minute topographer might fpend no 
inconfidcrablc time in their enumeration 
and defcription. I fhall, however, only 
mention the manfion of the late Sir Gre- 
gory Page, which, though now nothing but 
vol.i. * N a frag.. 
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a fragment of the (hell of its former gran- 
deur, was, but a very few years ago, the ad- 
miration of Tafte, and the boaft of the fur- 
rounding country. 

This magnificent edifice, fituated on the 
fbuth-teaft extremity of the Heath, was 
built in the modern ftile, and confifted of 
a bafement, ground and Attic ftory. The 
•wings, containing the offices and (tables, 
were joined to the houfe by a colonnade. 
It flood in the centre of the park, which 
is not very extend ve, but commands a va- 
riety of delightful views. Though this ce- 
lebrated and very elegant manfion was un- 
commonly large, it is faid, in the meta- 
phorical language of an. ingenious Topo- 
grapher, to have rifen J^om the ground 
like an exhalation, being begun and co- 
vered in, to the furprife of every body, in 
eleven months. The difpofition of the 
grounds and gardens without, and the 
mafterly paintings, rich hangings, marble 
buftos by Ryfbrack, and alto-relievos with- 
in this elegant and fuperb edifice confi- 

derably 
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derably attrafted the attention of all per- 
fons of genius and tafte. But of thefe there 
are no longer any vcftiges, As it rofc like 
an exhalation, like an exhalation it has 
paffed away. The reign of its fplendour 
was (hort, and its revolutions fo rapid, that 
no one could long enjoy the gratification 
to his vanity which fucha poffeflion might 
be expe&cd to afford j and its ruined walls 
now ftand deferted, a monument of the 
folly of fuch unneceffary fplendour. It was 
originally built by Sir Gregory Page, who 
died the 4th of Auguft, 1775, and left this 
feat, with an immenfe fortune, to Sir Gre- 
gory Turner, of Ambrofden, in Oxford- 
fhire, on condition of his taking and ufing 
the name and arms of Page. It afterwards 
came by marriage into the poffeflion of the 
Right Honourable Sir George Yonge; and 
was, at one period, inhabited by Lord 
Thurlow. After this, it paffed into other 
hands, and on the 10th of April, 17 A3, 
was fold by audlion, together with the 
park, &cc. for 22,5501. to John Cator, 
Efq. of Stump's Hill, near Beckenham, 
N 2 in 
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in Kent: which was, in fact, lefs than 
8,oool. for the manfion; there being two 
hundred and eighty acres of land in the 
paddock and farm belonging to it, and the 
auctioneer informing Mr. Cator when he 
bought the eftate, that as much of this 
as he chore to part with, would be re- 
purchafed at the rate of fifty guineas per 
acre, A few years after this, the houfe was 
again fold for the eftimated value of the 
materials, and its demolition is accord- 
ingly begun. 

Such is the brief hiftory of an edifice, 
once defervedly the admiration of the lo- 
ver* of taflc and magnificence. But, for 
my own part, I muft confefs, though I 
am too much an admirer of thefe, to con- 
template this pile of ruins without regret, 
that I pafs, by fuch monuments of the 
inftability of Grandeur with much lefs 
emotion or concern than I behold, as I 
fometimes do, th? ruins of a little farm 
houfe, or the much more common fpec- 
tacle of a defolated cottage. Caprice may 

level 
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level with the dud the pile that Oftenta- 
tion has reared ; but when the little cabin 
of Ruftic Labour is deferted or over- 
thrown, it mud be confidered as the me* 
menco of Mifery and Opprtflion, 

Near to the fame fpot ftands M6rden< 
College, founded by Sir, John Morden, a- 
Turkey Merchant* who died in 1708, and 
left his whole eftate in truft, for the bene- 
fit of decayed. Turkey Merchants, for .the 
reception of whom he frnifhed this col* 
lege in his life time. 



SHOOTER'S HILU FOPOGRA* 

&BICAL* .DIGRESSIONS. 



HAVING fiifficiently indulged our re* 
rfledions upon thefe abje&s, we proceeded 
jap the charming eminence of Shooter's 
Hill,, wliofe eafy and gradual afcent, com- 
N 3 pared 
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pared with the abrupt precipice we had fo 
lately left behind us, formed a moft agree- 
able contraft. 



Nor here forgets (as cheerful we afpire, 
.And fee below the dHlant town retiie) 
The friendly Hermes o'er the winding way 
His wings and fage cadoces to difplay. 
My gay companion, JktlTd in Gothic lore, 
Opes at each ftep his topographic ftore : 
What fcatter'd hamlets catch the diftant eye, 
Or hid in neighbouring thickets vicwlcfs lie, 
Or, half embower 'd, o'er waving woods difplay 
The fpife bright glittering in the morning ray, 
Their piles of mouldering ftate — each founder's name, 
Their fcenes of ancient fport, or martial fame, 
Pleas 'd he recounts, while mile fuccecding mile 
Flits light behind, and golden profpe&s fmile. ' 
Chief of the fcenes that thus to notice throng, 
Lo ! ancient Eltham claim the varied fong :■ 
Eltham whofe towers, in age's ftern decay, 
And fmiling woods, in vernal foliage gay, 
Late (fond of fcenes renown'd in times of yore) 
My feet eccentric wander'd to explore; 
Mid ft ivy'd ruins, wrapt in thought, to rove, 
And woo the moralizing Mufe 1 love : 
For many a change thefe fallen towers hive view'd 
O'er which the mournful fancy loves to brood ! 
And well their mouldering honours may difplay 
The vain parade of Grandeur's fickle fway. 
For here, o'er Gothic Splendour's fallen feat, 
Where plodding cits ere& the fang retreat— 



Where 
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Where the tame drudge of £*2faet*ffive dayf** 
His Sunday's cott and rural tafte difphya,— . 
Demure to church, with wig of fnow parades* 
The gaze of clowns and antiquated maids; 
Who now, no more of flattering beaux the care, 
Hide in thefe fhades their fplcen.aod their detain 
With cards and prayer-books foothe their wrinkled bjrowf} * 
And pour at Scandal's ihrine their frequent. vows 5— 
Yes, here (where grinning Humour -hies tofeek 
Her country gentleman 9/ once a wec\ r ) 
Once the proud, tyrants of the groaning Jan4, ,• ... „- 
| Grafp'd the fterp fceptre with enfanguin'd hand j 

i While haughty Bacona, factious, rude, and four, . 

I (At once the props and rivals of their pow'r !) 

Throng 'd round in gaudy pomp, and daily vied 
In fcenes of riot, infolence, and pride; 
While fierce Oppreflion, with her iron rod, 
Dogg'd at their heels, and waited at their aod- 

Ye fallen turrets, now in fragments fpread, 
Or doom'd to patch the ruftic'a humble (hed J-— 
Ye rocky fragments of each ruin'd pile 

, That guarded once the robber and his fpoil f 

Ye, ye could tell {might heaven a 'voice afford) 
Full many a crime of many a favage lord. 
When thirft of blood, and violence were fame, 
And abject myriads trembled at a name, 
Or groan*d defpis'd in flavery 't galling chain, . 
A matter's boundlefs riot to maintain, 

| And bled to foothe (nor dar'd to deem uojuft) 

j» Hirfierce ambition, or his fiercer luft ( 

Uor refts the guilt, that this abhorrence calls, 
Within the martial chiefs embattled walls j 



Foe 
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For holy cheats, the petti «f every clime f . 
Made heaven itfclf a partner to tkc crime; 
With hopes of cafy penance urg'd the foul 
To bolder guilt, and bade the ftern controul 
Of aweful Conference vanilh, and the train 
Of Ml Remorfe, that rack the wildering brain, 
Arid call the phantom'd furies from the deep 
Where Fear and Horror endtefs vigils keep 
To haunt difeas'd Remembrance. Thefe behqld 
The pious juggler*, for corrupting gold, 
With drop* of magic dew, and- mutter'df pell* 
Submiflive conjure to their native cell ; 
In cloifter'd walls while heavenly vifions rife 
To cherr with blififul hopes the murderer's eyett 

Within yon fane (to prop whofe (hapeJefspilc 
What diftant-ages lend theirvpioustoii— 
Whofe rude ill-matcb'd mateiials fcarcely fave 
Its mouldering Tombs from one oblivion grave- 
But ftill whofe reverend arch, of Gothic frame, 
To far antiquity aflerts the claim.)— — 
Yes, there* perhape, within yon tottering fane, 
The Bmifh purple's moA detefted fta»n; 
Inhuman John 1 a trembling fuppliant flood, 
His band ftiH'palfied with a nephew's blood, 
Till hireling pri efts the facred unction pour, 
And all hit bo Pom's pious peace reftore : 
While groaning fubje&s, "by bis crimes undone, 
With added buithens for bis guilt atone; 
And bard-wrung fubGdies the boon fupply 
That gives him back to Innocence sod Jojr! 



I am 
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I am not fure, however, that thefe re- 
flexions can be locally attached to the 
fcene where, in one of my rambles, they 
originated; or, that the fa# of King 
John's rcfidence at Eltham is by any means 
afcertaincd by the antiquaries. It is true, 
indeed, that the remains of the palace, 
ftill continued tobc dignified with his name, 
not by popular tradition only, but in the 
fine view in aquatinta which has lately 
been given to the world But every ac- 
count that I have had accefs to, afligns it 
a much more recent date. According to 
thefe, it was founded by Anthony Beck, 
Bifhop of Durham, in the reign of that 
great founder of the prefent fyftem of En- 
glifh jurifprudence, Edward I. and given 
by that prelate to Eleanor^ his queen. His 
unhappy fon and fucceflbr Edward II. whole 
horrid cataftrophe makes fo confpicuous a 
figure in the annals of royal mifery,,was. 
fo partial to it, as to honour it .with his 
conffcnt refidence, till a lafcivioiis queen, 

ant 
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an ambitious fon, and a junto of turbuknt 
nobility, removed him to his dungeon and 
his grave. John of Eltham, the fecond 
fon of this unfortunate monarch (who did 
not live to be a witnsfs of his father's mt 
feries) was born in this palace ;-and here, 
alfo, our boafted Edward III. the glory of 
chivalrous enterprife, entertained at one 
time, the Kings of France, of Scotland, 
and Armenia* 

It was likewife the refidence of the weafc 
and unfortunate Henry VI. whenever the 
contentions confequent of his difputed title 
would give c * a time for frighted peace to 
pant." His fuccefsful' and voluptuous ri- 
val, Edward IV. laid out large fums in 
repliring the ftru&ure ; and, among other 
feftivities, of which it was, at different 
times, the fcene, this royal reveller enter- 
tained at one time two thoufand perfons in- 
the great hall,: — which now,, converted into- 
a farmer's \y2im 9 affords an occafional bao- 
quet to rats and owls,, and is the ftore- 

houfc 
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boufe of the bed wealth of the nation. I 
know not — and I care not, whether the 
fpoilers of mankind may confider me as a 
leveller for the obfervation ; but I freely 
confefs, that I fmiled with fome degree of 
exultation, to behold this once oftentatious 
fceneof idle voluptuoufnefs, pride, and ufc- 
lefs fplcndour, converted to the ufeful 
purpofe of preferving thofe ft ores, by 
which the humbled peafant, as well as the 
haughtieft tyrant, may be benefited and 
fuftained. 

Henry VIL beftowed, in a new and 
handfome front of ftone, the laft honours 
upon this fhately barn : for after bis time 
the palace of Placenta (fome account of 
which I have given in my firft excurfion) 
attracted the attention of Royalty; and 
Eltham becoming neglected, has gradually 

funk to its prefent fituation, 

« 

Some confiderabte fragments of the pa* 
lace (till remain ? a part of which is con* 
verted into a farm houfe, the refidence of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Comport, who rents the premifes of 
Sir John Shaw, the prefent Lord of the 
Manor. But the only parts that remain 
at all entire, are the hall, and the two 
ftrong and handfome bridges that crofs 
the fofs. This (ofs is of a confiderablc 
depth; and its Hoping bank% enamelled 
with daffodils and primrofes, fometimes 
diverfifying the greenfward, and at others 
breaking through the matted carpet of 
blue-flowering alehoof, together with the 
little rippling ftream that flows tranfparent 
at the bottom, and the hanging ivy that 
clings ingreat luxuriance round the ruined 
walls, prefent a variety of pleafing reflec- 
tions to every one who has a fancy to be 
amufed with pi&urefque combinations of 
antiquities and rural nature. 
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SHOOTER'S HILL THE MAVSO. 

LEUM. 



THE comparifon of our obfervations on 
this place was interrupted as we afcended to- 
wards the fummit of the hill, by an antic- 
fafhioned caftle and beautiful Attic templej 
which fwell to the right, out of a 
fine plantation of natives and ever-greens, 
and challenge the attention of the travel- 
ler. 

The ftridfc laws of propriety, it is 
true, do not admit of this mixture of in- 
congruous obje#s ; and the man of real 
tafte, will always, in the embellifhment 
of his grounds, conceive himfelf bound to 
have his edifices either all in the Gothic, 
or all in the Grecian ftile of archife&ure — 

vol. i. O with 
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■ with fome exceptions, perhaps, in 
particular fituations, in favour of a piece 
of ruins, or other venerable relick of an- 
tiquity. But the eye (like the other 
fehfes) does not always, in the fuperficial 
furvey it takes of the mixed objedts from 
a public road, wait for the cold approba- 
tion of judgment, but will fometimes ven- 
ture to be pleafed in oppofition to the nice 
rules of criticifm. In fhort, the general 
verdure of the fccnc is agreeably relieved 
by thefc edifices ; and the dark brickwork 
of the* lofty triangular rower furnifhcd a 
ftill farther contraft to the grey walls of 
flint, and the elegant (lone columns of the 
adjacent temple. 

As the day was yet young before us, we 
refdved to turn out of the road, and take 
a nearer furvey of what we expe&ed to 
have found to be a remnant only of fome 
old faipily hall, juft left, as a kind of me- 
morial df it& ancient Cite. But we were 
not a little furprifed on obferving, as we 
approached, that the building was entirely 

modern 
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modern (excepting in its tafte;) that it 
was evidently furnifhed in a very hand- 
fome manner, and had every appearance 
of being inhabited j and that inflead of 
apparently belonging to any contiguous 
Bianfion, we fhould find it perfectly fur- 
rounded with a deep funk fofs, and forti- 
fied with a ftrong flinr wall. To this, the 
apparent temple ferves the purpofe of a 
porter's lodge. But what ufe there was for 
this lodge,, or how any perfon was to get 
eut or into this enchanted cattle (for as 
fuch it might have befcn looked upon by any 
credulous reader of romance) without the 
kind intervention of flying horfes, or 
griffins, or chariots of clouds, or fome 
fuch convenient agent, which our mo- 
dern knights-errant cannot always fo rea- 
dily procure as thofe of antiquity had 
ufed to do, was a queftion that confider* 
ably perplexed us, till we, fit lift, difco- 
vered on the other fide of the fofs> between 
the iron gates and the grqimfl, a kind of 
moveable floor, between two and three feet 
in width* apparently fo -conftru&ed, that 
Oz it 
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it might be flung fide-ways acrofs u the 
dread abyfs that yawnU below," whenever 
ihe garrifon from within, afkied with their 
leaver hats and caps ofgaufe, were inclined 
to make a fally, or a reinforcement of 
beaux and filken Amazons were to be ad- 
mitted. 

Having fatisfied our obfervation, by en- 
circling the moat,we next proceeded to the 
gratification of our curiofity, by enquiring 
of z working man, who came plodding 
up to us, who it was that lived in this 
comical houfe. u The comical houfe," 
fays the man, u this beVt the comical 
houfe, Sir; the comical houfe be in the 
other road between Deptford and Lewif- 
ham. It be Squire Gibfon that lives in 
the comical houfe." 

Why the houfe of Mr. Gibfon ha» 
been called by this fantaftic name, I know 
not; for, tome, it appeared, when I faw 
it, a very handfome little manfion. It is 

entirely 
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entirely built of ftone, in a ftile, though 
not of the molt perfed Simplicity, yet, by 
no means, of affe&ation, and it is fweetly 
embowered in a plantation, in the laying 
out of which a considerable degree of tafte 
has been difplayed ; and which is fo con- 
trived, that though the houfe ftknds al- 
moft clofe by the road fide, it is fuffi- 
ciently (heltered from the duft, without be- 
ing concealed from the eye of the paflenger. 
In fhort, the only thing extraordinary I 
could ever- learn about the houfe is, that it 
was built for Mr. Gibfon, by a friend, who 
generoufly made him a prefentofit as foon 
as it was finiihed. A circumftance, which 
mifers and.ufurers, and all, whofe fouls 
fcelkmly for themfelves, may think comi- 
cal enough ; and which, undoubtedly, was 
fufficiently plcafanr both to the giver and 
the receiver ;— For they know but little of 
friend (hip or benevolence, who can fup- 
pofe the gratification is confined to the 
latter. 

Oj u 
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If the glad heart of Friendfhip, or the foul 

Of Merit pining in Misfortune's power 

Feel, when from Bounty's hand herbleflings (how'r, 
The kindling tranfport thro* the bofom roll 
If thefe, not confeious of the art to hide 

The inward feeling, from the fpevking eye 
Beam the glad fmile, or more delighted tear, 
Heaven ! to what height moft fwell the generous tide 

Of glowing extafy ! — how the fine joy 
Like thy own glorious radianct mud appear 
To decorate his brow, who with the will 

Combines the power the wanted blifs to deal f 
Oh ! with what joy his confeious heart muft thrilU- 

Sole joy which human Virtue ne'er can feel 
Without the aid of Fortune! — Yet how few 
Of thofe who bafk in her meridian fmile 
Have fenfe to feize this fote prerogative 
Which Wealth and Power can challenge !— -Ah ! how few 
Prefer to mingling in each fordid joy, 
Which every hind indulges in his way, 
The generous luxury that lifts the heaji 
Of pining genius from the abject duft, 
And (hews the real fplendour of their Hate t 

But to return to my dialogue — cc Aye ! 
aye ! my friend," faid I, " I know Mr. 
Gibfon's very well. But who lives in this 
houfe ?" — " What this'ne; at the top of 
the hill ?" repeats the man. — " The fame.' 1 
« Oh ! this be'n't a houfe at all," replied 
he. " This be a came/— « Well then, 

my 
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my friend, who lives in this cattle/' faid 
I — a litle exhaufted of my patience : it 
being a commodity in which I am no very 
eminent dealer. ,f Nobody lives in it at 
all/' replied the ruftic, it be'n't a houfe." 
Ci Who does it belong to then?" continued 
I, quickening and elevating my voice a 
little : for poor Patience could keep her 
ground no longer — •• Who does it belong 
to ? and what is it called ?" — <c Oh ! as for 
that/' replied my fluggifti oracle, fcratch- 
ing his head, (a circumflance of as tnuch 
feeming importance to infpiration, among 
certain clafles of modern refpondents as 
fitting upon the three-legged ftool was 
among the prieftefles of antiquity.) — <c As 
for that," continued he, delivering his 
refponfes with great deliberation, — " it 
be called Angria's caftle ; and it belongs 
to Sir William James. It be the caftle that 
was taken in the Eaft Indies, when Sir Wil- 
liam was Commodore." — And a pretty 
burthen, thought I, had the veffel that 
brought it over. 

The 
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The names of Angria, and Sir William 
James were no fooner uttered, than Am- 
bulator recoil cded that this could be no 
oiher than the celebrated Maufoleum, 
ere&ed to the memory of that officer, by 
Lady James — the back part of whofe 
hand fo me manfion, we now perceived at 
a diftance, among the trees of this cxten- 
five park; the front of it looking upon 
the Tunbridge road, in the vicinity of JLL. 
tham. 

This elegant monument at once of af- 
fe&ion and of Englifh glory, is built in 
exa& refemblance of the fort at Geria, the 
formidable refid^nce of Tullagee Angria, 
a piratical prince in the neighbourhood of 
Bombay; who, maintaining a confiderablc 
number of armed gallies, committed fuch 
depredations on the commerce off the 
coaft of Malabar, and was proceeding to 
make fuch alliances, as to render his fub- 
jugation a matter of national confidera- 
tion to the Englifli ; and Admiral Watfon, 
and Colonel (afterwards Lord) Clive 

fct 
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STet off accordingly in February, 1756, with 
a confiderable force, in which Sir William 
had the honour to ferve, and having 
driven the tyrant to flight by the terror of 
their name, compelled his fortrefs, at laft, 
to fubmit by the thunder of their cannon. 
Among the prifoners taken in this fort 
were the mother of Angria, together with 
his wife and children; concerning whofe 
fate hiftorians relate an anecdote fo truly 
honourable to the humanity of Englifh 
valour, that it would be an aft pf injuftice 
to omit it. 

As foon as the vi&orious commanders 
entered the apartment of thefe unhappy 
captives they threw themfelves immedi- 
ately with their faces to the earth, and 
poured forth a flood of tears. From this 
degrading attitude they were immediately 
raifed by the humanity of the conquerors, 
who endeavoured all in their power to 
confole them. " Alas V 9 exclaimed the 
mother of the Royal Pirate, in a tone of 
the mod melting affli&ion, " the people 

have 
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have now no king ! I have no longera fon t 
my daughter has no hufband ! and thefc 
poor helplefs babes no father !" The 
heart of the gallant admiral was touched. 
" Look up, then, ta me/' faid he> u as a 
father ancka friend 1" Upon which one of 
the children, a boy of about fix years old, 
clung to his hand, and exclaimed, fobbing 
with the mixed paflion of hope and an~ 
guifli, cc Then you (hall be my papa!" 
Mr. Watfon and his attendants were fo 
affe&ed with this pathetic fcene that the* 
tears trickled down their cheeks while they 
allured the affiidted family of their friend- 
(hip and prote&ion. 
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SHOOTER'S HILL.— PICTURESQUE 

SCENERK 



1 HIS maufoleum is furnifhed with the 
moft fimple elegance, and the ceilings are 
enriched with paintings exhibiting the 
circumftances of the 'liege; and indepen- 
dent of the elegant tribute it muft be con- 
fidered as paying to the memory and the, 
renown of a deceafed hufband, and the em- 
belliftimertt it affords to the fcenery of the 
park (which would certainly have been 
more perfect had the lodge been built in a 
more correfpondent ftile), it has peculiar 
advantages, alfo, as a profpeA houfe from 
the extent, the beauty and variety of fcene- 
ry which it commands. 

Not 
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Not among the lcaft delightful of the 
objects in this fcenery muft be confidered 
that huge metropolis, ftretched, with fer- 
pentine irregularity, along the winding-' 
banks of the river, from the fmoke and un- 
relifhed oftentation of which we had been 
fo eager in the morning to efcape : — So • i 
agreeable is it, frequently, to contemplate ^ 
at a diftance what, when immediately pre- ! 
fent, it is fo painful to endure. A fortunate 
—or, not to fpeak fo unthankfully of the 
difpenfations of thq Firft Caufeof all, a be- 
nevolent conftru&ion this of the human 
conftitution, by which our pains, our difap- 
pointments, and our misfortunes, when the 
hour of fufferance is pafled away, and we are 
enabled to contemplate them thus from 
fome diftant happy eminence, become thp 
fources of our amufement and delight. 

Indeed, the town (fo delightful an ob- 
ject from a variety of furrounding emi- 
nences) is hence furveyed with peculiar ad- 
vantages; and together with the rich 
arborefcent foreground, the winding rivers 

forefts 
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fbrcfts pf mails, and beautiful variety of 
vernal fcentry that 'fills the intermediate 
, f J>ace v and theiblue hills ofEflex and Hert- 
fqrdfhji^i' that rife behind it and form' the 
pteafing boundary of vifion, compofes a 
^pl&ure which Ambulator, who had long 
K b$en refident in the country, imagined 
nothing could pofiibly furpafs. The Lon- 
denfer, however, turns with yet encreafedt 
Jejight the other way, where obje&s lefs 
\ familiar , and confcquently more attractive to 
his imagination prefent themfelves before 
him. Jnfliort, I was fixed in what might 
not improperly be called the fetters of en- 
chantrftent, by the beautiful profpedt of 
f the widening Thames, the rich champaign, 
the villages and villas that lay before me. 
, i^bt among the leaft elegant of thefe laft, 
nor the leaft worthy of a more cjofe exa- . 
mination, is the beautiful refidence of Sir 
[ John Boyde, whofe motto of Simplex 
! Munditius, fculptured over the door, is 
certainly by no means mifapplied. This 
villa, neatly built with Portland ftone, and 
confifting of a fmall but handfome houfc 
vol. 1. " P of 
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Of two (lories, with offices prqje&ing to 
the right and left, coone&ed by a hand- 
fome wall of the (amematcrial, in the form 
of a crefcent, is fituated between Welling 
and Blendon, and will, together with the 
fine urn adorned with antique emblems of 
vintage, in the centre of the court yard, and 
the temple and other ornaments* of the 
park and gardens, fufficiently reward, the 
curiofityof the traveller who (halt turnout 
of the way to furvey it. 

* Among thefe ornaments muft not be forgotten the cu- 
rions fcalpture, in the tool houfe* of an enormouaand dif- 
torted head, with a wide open mouth, and pair of glaring 
glafa eyes, and the fallowing inicription on the pedeAal* 

AAMtMIVS PlRUKlNei, V, C t Costoa-rva, 

At the back of this truly laughable fcuft, in a medalion, is a 
figure of a centaur; afid the whole appears poftetioily fup- 
ported by a dog with his back downwards, fcrambiing oyer 
a heap of grapes* 1 prof e fa I atn not antiquary ehougn to 
undcrftand air this : but J was idle enough to laugh fefclt very 
heartily ; which perhaps was quite as well. 
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^MOOTER'S HILL. *^~ FLIGHTS 
OF FdHCr. 



BUT td lfcturft to my fceneiy* So de- 
lighted was I with thu profpedt,. and ftich 
novetey *ttd variety did ft* difpfaj% that 
though we (pent almofl; half ati hour at the 
maufoleum in pointing out its various at- 
tra&iotis; ltiy ftttagiii atiWr \fc*s- ftf fir fitim 
being fayated that when, we came to the 
further brow of the hiU I patfitd again to 
take another furvey before we began the 
delcent that muft neceflarily Contrad the 
boundaries of our ob&rvation*. Nor did: 
the Mufe* while I was thus fixed in admi- 
ration, difdain to greet me. And, indeed* . 
how could the Mufe but love a foene fo 
glorious B 
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For here, while Ph«bus iheds the radiant beam, 
Imperial Thames, with more majeftk fweep, 

Wafta the fraught vcffcl o'er a wider ftreamy 
And pours a flood of glory to the deep.' 

See where, againft the horizon's diftant bound, 
Itfelf a fea, the wide»fpre*d wave reclines, 

While fading hue* the mingled fcene confouod, 
Nor wave from iky the (harpen'd ken defines i 

Save that, flow-rifing o'er the liquid plain, 
Yon veffels fwell imperfeft on the fight ; 

And, as they fpeed the diftant port to gain, 
Like flying clouds obftrud the, mifty light. 

If ajeftc fight t But what if Danube's tide, 
That rolls from realm to realni with long delay, 

Here pour 'd along, with, more refiftlefs pride, 
Thro' feven broad mouths to break his foaming way ? 

Or what if Thought, by Fancy pium'd, mould fly 

To Oronoko's wide expanded fliores ? 
Or Plan's dream, where not the keeneft eye 
. From the mid-wave the diftant bank explores ? 

How Arink, proud Thames, at this tremendous fcene 

The leffer glories of thy boafted fway ! 
Anamelefs brook that cheers the village -green, 

Thy ft a-broad wave unnotie'd glides aw.ay. 

But hold, my Mufe^ nor feek the diftant clime ' 
White yet new wonders court thy gaze at home ; 

Nor, fondly panting for the rude fublime, 
HcgleA the beauteous fenes thro' which we roam. 

Here 
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Here from this hill that aids the raptur'd fight, 

Where woods, and vales, and cultui'd meadows lie*. 

Enough !s feen to wakt the fond delight, 
And fpa/cid .enchantment e'er the poet's eye. 

This winding road* this' grtfly margin gayy. 

That here advanced, there again recedes, . 
lifted with broom or gofs's fofcef grey, 

This ncighboaring^thickc^andyondiflant meads* 

1fes, let toe here from this -embowering (bade, 

Whence all theie Scents -come rufeing on toy view* 

Twnemy foft (hell; and here, ..cnthufiaft maid I 
The playful themes of early youth renew. . 

Nor (halt thou* fhames I m How thy gentle' tide 
Steals in foft filence to the bound lefs wave, 

Refufe the (train of one who foon mall glide - 

By lapie. as Bent to the whelming grave. , 

Yes — like thy waveaibat to the Ocean flow* . 

Loft in that vbrtex^to be raark'd no more,, 
Snail hafte the fti<eam that wakes this fentientglow* . 

Nor leave on* trace on Life's deferted mote. 

Itfhat ? not one trace 1 Shall not, alas ! thia name, 
Which e'en in fceen- Misfortune's- dafkeft hour 

v My jealouSvCare preferv'd i torn envious Snamc,.. 
Shall this not Hcaje^biivionk ratbick pow'rf ' 

A4i ! no. How vam to ffedihe fond defire 
K*en this lov'd relic -from .*he wreokto favel .' 

in cold neglecVfhali everyhope expire, 

And Ademory 'j folf ihall moulder in die' gcave. . 
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The concluding ftrain had, it is true, 
foftiewhat of defpondency in it that fuited 
but ill with the gaiety of the furrounding 
profpedt. But the waywardnefs of Na- 
ture will not always be regulated by the 
critical unities of time and place. Where 
the paflions are vivid, and the fancy 
ftrong, {he feelings will, of courfe, be ec- 
centric : and Melancholy may fometimes 
be expedied to dimn the countenance of 
Convivial Hilarity, or awaken the pangs 
of hopelefs ambition amid the beauties of 
the vernal profped. But the emotions 
that fo myfterioufly arife, will asmyfte- 
rioufly fade again from the mind, and 
reftore its wifhed tranquility to the ec- 
centric bofom. The gloom was quickly 
diflipated by the cheerful converfation 
of Friendfhip, and the fcenery that glow- 
ed around me. The fine impreflions 
of rural elegance regained the domi- 
nion of my foul ; and I began to feel, 
with additional force, all thofe lively 
emotions which the vernal feafon is fo 
calculated to infpire. 

Gay 
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Gay and delightful, however, as thefc 
irnpreffions were, I could not but refleft 
that, as the trees had not as yet attained 
their full luxuriancy of foliage, the advanc- 
ing feafon, thickening the woodland ca- 
nopy (from the avenue of which we were 
now contemplating the landfcape), and 
variegating the almoft univerfal verdure, 
muft encreafe (according to my tafte, at 
leaft,) the pi<fturefque beauty of the fcene; 
and that, perhaps, when Autumn had 
tipped the waving branches with a few 
embrowning (hades, though much of the 
fprightly tendernefs, which the profpeft 
at prefent diffufes, may be withdrawn, the 
lover of the fublimc fcenery of Nature, and 
of the fober contemplation it has a ten- 
dency to nouriih, may find a charm in this 
rich variety of objedts he could dwell upon 
with ftill more permanent delight. 

For my own part, at leaft, I freely pro- 
fefs that, fufceptible as I am of the delight- 
ful fenfatipns awakened by this feafon of 

unw 
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univcrfal gaiety, I was always more atmtfc 
«d to the pi<Shirefqu* beauties of the ma- 
turer year ; when the luxuriant foliage, in 
deeped and more variegated dies, collects 
die ligfrfe -and (hade* in deeper mafles, and 
fills the mind of the beholder, not only 
with pkafure bur with awe. The hope* 
&1 blooms of fpring» its floods of harmony,, 
1 its teeming odours* and aihthe exhilarating 
eircumftattcefr with which it is attended* 
—-and, above all, its health-reviving gales,, 
and (if I may ufe fo ftrong a> metaphor) its> 
tefufcitating finr beams, cannot, it is< 
true, fail of their enchantments to an En* 
glifhman and a- valetudinarian, who has 
gafped through the fogs of a gloomy wis- 
ter, and fhivered in the northern blaft ;; 
but the more majeftic ardour of the funu- 
tner, her exulting orchards, and fields oft 
vegetable gold, diffufes a calm and fettled 
fatisfaftion, and fills both the eye and the 
mind with bolder and more magnificent 
obje&s ; while the folemn melancholy of 
Che autumnal fcene impreffes a kind of di- 

• ' vine 
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vine melancholy, a fublimeand contempla- 
tive reverence fo congenial with the fettled 
habits of my foul, that I have never any dif- 
ficulty in declaring my decided preference. 

In fhort, not to balance the affair too 
jiicely, fuch is the benevolence with which 
Nature has accommodated our fenfes to the 
varied phenomena, that at different times 
furround them, that every feafon, and every 
period, if we will but open our eyes and 
look upon them, prefents its appro- 
priate pleafures : and even in winter itfclf 
(to fay nothing of its focial paftimes), we 
may verify the obfervation of Addilbn, 
and find fome clear and funfhiny days, in 
which the pleafures of a rural walk, though 
inferior, it is true, to thofe of the other 
feafons, give tone and vivacity to the fyf- 
tem, and prefent a variety of objefts not 
unworthy the attention of the contempla- 
tive philofopher, and well calculated to 
give, by the recolledtion of (hiking con- 
trails, and additional varieties, an increas- 
ing 
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ing charm to the beauties of the more fa- 
voured feafons, as they fucceffively revolve 
'before ua» 



Yes, Nature f yes : to my enthufiaft eye, 

When vernal brightnefs fiufhes every charts* 
Thy vivid rays tnd breathing tints fupply 

The fond delights that youthful'fancy warm* 
Thy budding fweefcs, thjr nniverfal gcees* * * 

(Save where the hawthorn bio flora* to the- view) 
Thy carol'd ftrains^and perfum'd gales fetene, 

Thy mid«day bluih,' and tear* of mattin dew* 
' AU> ill «nchan) ; end innjy glowiD*;4>ftalk . : 

Roufe from long fluMtber. Joy's, ccftaticvUpfaa- 
While the gay fpiriu, now. no more oppisft, . 

riy «kre>> each nerve and glow in every Vehi : • 
Wor iefs gay Sunn met , bounteous is her ebltSJI* . 
The. graceful heart of Admiration warms.. 

; But, ah t when Autumn, (iker-fakecr pe»w*rt 4 

O'tf the lfiXHriaat herbage gings/her vmli 
With browner tin (a to- tinge each artlefs bow*r, 
. When firfcthe foliage flies before the gale;— S-» 
. T3ien whonJeach objecs drinks the deeper- die* 

And freftv varieties of fombre hue 
$ort with the foleaon. glories of the Iky, 

With new delight thy alter'd charms I view ;?— 
• Charms that each vain fantaftic joy reftsain, 
And lull; each tumuft of the wayward fouly 
While Contemplation's heav'n-inftrucied vein 
Awakes of fteaibn'a pow'i the foft contwul : 

Ahf 
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AW then, how toect, how lading, and ferene 
Thy Pact's joy to trace the rural fcene4 

Nor (halt thou, Niture, when each fofter charm, 
Each fertile grace, and every radiant glow. 

And all the fmiles that deck thy hallow'd form* 

- Are (hook by fuilcn, tetnpe fts from thy brow ; 

Nor (halt thou, tbep, while o'er theleaflefa glade 

Scarce peers the diftant fun, and o'er the ground, 
Checkering the glaring fnows, the long, long (hade 
m Spreads cheerlefc, while the norths wind yells around « 
Not, then, O Nature f frail thy frown- forlorn 
. t To unremitting gloom and fallen care 
fcefjga thy votary. Oft the tardy morn 

My fong mail wake : and oft at noon to (hare 
Thy transient fmile that gilds the mountain brow, 
And o'er the tracklefs valca>that glare below 
Sheds its faint radiance, blithe will 1 repair 
jftftd fnatcii the ihott-fiv'd boon j and where the oak 
lira naked branches o'er the frown brook 
Snow-cro wn 'd -extend*, and in the feeble ray 
Glitters the pendant icicle; ah J there, 
Gazing with curious rapture, let me ftray, 
Where, branchmg oft, full many an antic fpray 
Convolving writhes, as burni&Vd fold o'er fold 
Writhes the envenom'd fnake, and lifts in air 
His curving week acrofs the trav'Iler's way. 
Such, beauteous ftill, and awful to behold, 
The foreft monarch ftands ; as o'er the ftorna 
(Of innate worth fecure) the naked form 
Of f atriot Virtne in the trying hour 
Majeftic towers, while Faction's raging power 

Howls 
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Howls thro* the trembliag defobtcd clime !— 
Unmov'd (heftaads--defeftcd, yet fubltme, 
The people's fecret love— the hope of future time 



,! 



Adieu then,"charming fcene of luxuriant 
beauty! if time and opportunity are not for- 
bidden, I will vifit thee again, as the ripening 
year (hall variegate thy numerous graces ; 
and again, perhaps, (landing, upon this. 
commanding eminence, with this fhady 
thicket to the right, this little houfe of 
entertainment to the left, and this canopy 
of young fpreading elms, ruffling in the 
breeze, above my head, I may contemplate 
the wide fpread varieties of wave and wood, 
vales, meads, and villages, white (ails/ and 
glittering fpircs that court the eye below. 



WELLING. 
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WELLING* PLEASURES OF MENTAL 

ACQUISITION. 



JOLT this little village, which is fituated 
about eleven miles from London, we de- 
termined to indulge ourfelves in a frugal 
meal, and recruit,, by timely reft, the 
ftrength and aftivity neceflary for our jour-* 
ney. The place bad, it is true, nothing 
very particular to recommend it to bur 
attention- but we carried about us, in our 
minds, thofe fources of independence' 
which, unlike the treafures of the purfe, 
ca$ fartiiili the bfanquet of plenty in the 
midft of fterility Jtfelf. In (hort, locality* 
was not very important to us in our prefent 
Hate of mind (filled as our imaginations 
already werfc 'with the beautiful fcencry we 
vot. i. Q^ had 
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had paffed), ancl we were fecure that, when 
the (lock of prefent enjoyments was ex- 
haufted, we fhould find a plentiful refource 
in the recolle&ion of the pad ; — for fuch 
is the difference between the pleasures of 
the mind andthofe offenfe, that the for- 
mer, by indulgence, accumulate the means 
of future gratification, while the latter on- 
ly fquander and deftroy. 

While our meal was preparing, my 
friend Ambulator amufed me, according 
to his cuftom, with the antiquities of the 
neighbourhood ; and particularly of the 
once famous abbey of Weft well or Lefhes, 
of which, at the diftance of little better 
than two miles, there might ftill be feen 
fome fmall remains. This hive for drones, 
this facred afylum of pious abfurdity, it 
feems, was founded, in the reign. of Henry 
the Second (a man who dcferved a better 
fatie than to be the head of a turbulent 
ariftocracy, and the flave o£ an infolent 
priefthood) by Richard De Lacy, the Lprd 
Chief Juftice of England. 

It 
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It was the falhion of thofc times (when 
every department of the ftate was prieft- 
ridden) for all emoluments and dominion 
to becngrofled by thofe who had formally 
forfworn them both * and the power of 
adntiniftering, or, in other words, of per- 
verting, the law&j feemed particularly to 
be monopolized by priefts. From the 
convent to the bench was a \ifual flride 5 
but the courfe of De Lacy was retrogade • 
for having firft been Chief Juftice, he after- 
wards became a monk j and was prior of 
Mis own Abbey. There, alfo, himfelfand 
his family are reported to have been bu- 
ried ; and in the feverai toffins adorned 
with portraitures that occupied the vault, 
difeovered in the reign of James I. on the 
removal of part of the foundation, their 
remains are iuppofed to have been depo- 
sited. 

The period of . the general abolition of 

our monaft cries is pretty generally known; 

and thoufands who reproach the Pitench , 

for feising thefe ill appli^: revfcnoes, and 

0^2. a PPf°*~ 
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appropriating them, to the exigencies of 
the ftate, can yet habitually indulge a far- 
caftic joy at a fimilar facrifice to the vo* 
luptuous avarice and felfifh vices of our 
Henry the Eighth. But the fate of the 
abbey, of Weft well was fomewhat antici- 
pated ; being fuppreffed by Cardinal Wol- 
fey, to affift him in the foundation of his 
new college of.Qhrifl: Churchy Oxford i an 
inftituqon, it is true, of more original 
utility ; but not much inferior in its abufe, 
fince riot gnd diffipation have banifhed 
the Mufes from the banks of Ifis, and the 
flavery of political bigotry has ufurped the 
feats of Liberality and Learning. 



THE LANDLADY. — r-SrMProAtf 
OF LQQJJACITT. 



^VlTH fuoh conventions did we amufe 
the time between the entrance of our ale 

and 
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and the garnifhing of a piece of coljd beef, 

from which we were to make the folid 
part of our repaft ; and our landlady (a * 
large fat woman, with a face like the full 
modfc at her firft riling, or, as Milton has 
it, like the fun feen through the horizontal 
mifty air, fhorn ojf his beams*) took moft 
excellent care that we fhoukl not be pre- 
maturely interrupted ; being, indeed, one 
of thofe admirable houfewifes ^ho^by djnt 
of a great deal of buftle, make fhift to 
make a little bufinefs go a great way* Not, . 
indeed, that fhe made any delay in pro- 
ducing the foaming tankard. No, no, (he 
was certainly no mean politician in her 
way. She knew how tohufband what 
little vigilance fhe had, and turn it to the 
beft advantage ; and as fhe, peradventure* 
not un wifely in three cafes out* of four,, 
concluded that the drinking of her guefts 
was likely to be in exadt proportion to the 
time the liquor was before them, anil that 
the charge upon their eating muft he regu- 
lated by an already determined ratio, .fhe 
knew what was the firft article with which ^ 
a 3 we 
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we ought, to be fupplied, and was confe- 
quently equally politic in heraffiduity and 
her delay. 

Onfortuhately, however, for the Qfedit 
of my landlady's judgment, we were of that 
order of beings to whom her calculations 
would not apply ; nor had (he command 
enough over her features to conceal her 
mortification, when fhe entered and found 
the tankard (till foaming over the brim. 

' But though the metal of her fpirits 
might be a little damped by this circum- 
ftance, the clapper was too well hung to 
Jbe fo eafily rufted ; and while with the mod 
obliging attention (he took care that our 
glaffes (hould not ftand empty by our 
fides, (he rang us one continued peal about 
herfelf, andher hufbahd, and her family, 
and Her neighbours ; and who had flop* 
ped at her houfe, and who had praifed her 
ale ; and much more of the fame defcrip. 
tion, with which the reader, if he has ever 
travelled, mull fo frequently have been 

pef- 
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peftcred; and From which we would 
fo readily have been excufed* 

But we muft bear a little with the infir- 
mities of thofe whom the inftitutions of 
fociety have caff beneath us. * Ignorance 
muft have its pleafures as well as Refine- 
ment j and miferable indeed muft be the 
lot of thofe who are incapable of think- 
ing, if we deny them, alfo, the privilege to 
talk. 

Nor was our patience, in this inftance, 
without its reward : for among other of 
the gentry folks that had put up occafion- 
ally at her little inn (or hedge alehoufe as 
any body elfe would have called it) I found 
there was one who had for fome time pad 
refided there, and who, from the coincidence 
of time and other circumltances, I conclud- 
ed could be no other than Belmour ; who, 
when he eluded my friendly anxiety, as 
lieforementioned, had diredled his courfe 
to this obfeure retreat, and there had ever 
fince remained. 

"To 
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«* To be fure, theft, the poor gentle- 
man/' faid fhe, " I believe he is a little 
craziedi as a body might fay ; for he walk* 
about fo molancholy, and he mutters fo 
to himfclf ; and then it was quite midnight 
when he comeA We were all gone to 
bed* and my huiband, who is a queer fort 
of a mah, you mufrknow, and does 'n't never 
like to be difturbed, he wouldn't have let 
him in* But fo^ fays I, why yes* poor gentle- 
man ! we'd better let him in^ fays I ; for 
you know, fays* I> we have got a fpare bed, 
and it would be a pity to let the poor gen* 
tleman ramble about all night* befides, 
who knows > fays I, mayhap he may have 
no obje&ion to fatjsfy us for our trouble : 
and I am always for taking the penny 
when it comes to the door, I afTures you, 
gentlemen. 

u Well, poor gentleman, to be fure»all 
isn't right. He's a little imrthfommith, to 
be fure, to day, as a body might fay, to 
what he was ; for I never feed him fmile 
in my born days before; but he rambles 

about 
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f about fo folantary, from breakfaft to din- 
ner, and from dinner to (upper; and he 
never talks with none of the folks who 
comes here; and though he hears every 
thing a body fays, he nevei* makes a body 
no airfwer. And then he creeps o' nights 
to bed fo reje&edly ; and he lays himfelf 
down in his cioaths, and fighs fo, and 
moans, and every no wand then he renounces 
the name of Sophia with fuch a groan L" 



1 



THE WANDERER. THE CALM 

OF DESPERATION. 



Xo what length this oration might have 
extended, it is impoffible to fay. But as 
the objeft of our converfation pafied, at 
this moment, flowly fcefore the window, 
*nd confirmed my fufpicion, Iftarted from 
*«i my 
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my chair, and rufhing out, feized the un- 
fortunate Bclmour by the hand. 

His reception of me was, indeed* more 
cordial than it had been on* the former oc~ 
cafion ; and the tout enfemble of his deport* 
ment was considerably altered: but I 
cannot fay the impreflion it made upon, 
my imagination was the lefs. painful oa 
that account. 

Thofe who- have attended* with the fa. 
iicitude of affection* t^ the progrefs o£ 
mental anguifh, or bodily infirmity, will 
know that there are fome expreflions of the 
affli&ed countenance which, however viiF- 
gar obfervation may aflimilart them to 
thofe of pleafure > are, in fa<5l, the moft 
diftrefling we can behold. Such was the 
convulfive fmile that rather diftorted than 
irradiated the features of Belmour ; arid 
the myfterious kind of cheerfulnefe lie en* 
deavoured to aflbme, rather revealed than 
diflipated the fettled gloom of his defpair. 
In (hort, the firft idea tint occupied my 

mind, 
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mind* on his appearance, was .that of a 
man who had worked himfelf into the def-> 
peratc refolution of fuicide, and was en- 
deavouring to confole himfelf with the. 
rcfledion that the tempeft of his affti&ions 
was fhortly to fubfide in the calm of anni- 
hilation. So ftrongly, indeed, was I af- 
fcdfeed with this diftrefling image, that my 
heart almoft ceafed its vibrations; and I 
could not but confider the tears thfct gufh- 
ed from my eyes as watering the grave of 
my friend. 

" Pardon me»" faid Belmour, preffing 
ray hand in fuch a manner aa affured me 
he had not loft the wonted tenderncfsof 
his heart—" Pacdoa me, my friend! I 
|i have ufed you rather unkindly, and I re* 
joke in the accident that has given me an 
opportunity, ere I die, of apologizing for 
*ny ungrateful conduit. My mind was 
particularly deranged when I (aw you laft ; 
but thank heaven the ftruggle is paft.— It 
is fettled, and I am. more at cafe." 

« For 
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u For heaven's fake, my friend V % I a 
claimed, with coniiderable emphafii 
u what do you mean '?" But he evaded tb 
import of my queftiofi; and as I knev 
that reafoning is impotent to a mind undc 
impreffions like his, I indulged the incli 
nation he feemed to have for other con 
verfation, in hopes that the difpofitia 
which refulted from his defperate refolu 
tion might he made ufe of as the means o 
diverting htm from its execution* 

I introduced him, accordingly, to m) 
friend Ambulator, and perfuaded him t< 
accompany us on our journey ; an import 
ant point which I found it the lefs difficul 
to gain, becaufe there feemed to be fome 
thing he was defirous to impart. 

.... '....- . . ( 

EUD OF THE FIRST VOLUME. - C 
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